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Executive Summary 

An essential consideration when drawing up planning documents is their effect on the 

environment and people’s quality of life, both now and in the future. To help address 

this, a Sustainability Appraisal will be carried out alongside the preparation of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that environmental, social and economic 

sustainability objectives are complied with and to avoid or minimise any adverse 

impacts. 

Government guidance on undertaking Sustainability Appraisal of development plans 

presents a five-stage process, each stage of which contains criteria to fulfil that 

requirement (see Table 1). The first stage of Sustainability Appraisal requires the 

production of a Scoping Report. This comprises five specific steps. The steps are part 

of a circular process of continuous improvement and refinement (see Table 2). 

The first stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Task A1) is to assess 

other relevant policies, plans and programmes. This exercise helps to identify issues, 

opportunities and implications for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and the 

Sustainability Appraisal process. 

The second stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Task A2) is to collect 

baseline information for Sprowston. Its value is in providing a summary of key 

information and providing a baseline for consideration, thus setting out a 

characterisation or spatial portrait of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area. This 

information is summarised in the tables in Appendix 2. 

The third stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Task A3) identifies 

sustainability issues. Reviewing the relevant plans and strategy documents (Task A1), 

and considering the baseline character of the area (Task A2) highlight a number of “key 

sustainability issues” facing Sprowston. The issues help to identify Sustainability 

Appraisal Objectives. These objectives form the basis of the appraisal framework (Task 

A4), and will help to assess the sustainability of options for growth, explored within the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan, as they are developed. 

The fourth stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Task A4) develops the 

Sustainability Appraisal Framework. This is a framework of objectives, key questions 

for decision-making criteria, and indicators developed to cover the broad range of 

environmental, social and economic factors arising from the characterisation and 

issues assessment. Together, these form the basis of the Sustainability Appraisal 
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matrix that will be used to assess the emerging options and policies as they are 

developed. The appraisal process examines the effects and implications of policy over 

short, medium, and long-term time-scales, and considers the cumulative impacts that 

might arise as policies are combined. The appraisal will be able to offer a summary of 

the possible environmental, social and economic effects. 

The fifth and final stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Task A5) 

consults on the Scope of the Sustainability Appraisal. Therefore the Sustainability 

Appraisal Scoping Report will be open to comment from various stakeholders with an 

interest in the effects of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and will also be available 

on the internet for public viewing. The framework devised through the Scoping Report 

will play a significant role in developing policies within the emerging Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan. Its application will be documented in a Sustainability Appraisal 

Report; this report will document how the Sustainability Appraisal process has been 

accounted for throughout the development of the different policy options considered 

during the production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

The initial Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Jan 2013) was subject to 

consultation. Minor amendments and clarification, based on comments received from 

the national environmental bodies (English Heritage, Natural England, Environment 

Agency), were then made in order to produce this final Scoping Report. This has been 

used to inform the production of the Sustainability Appraisal Report. 
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1.0 Introduction and Methodology 

Neighbourhood plans are a relatively new level of planning policy and as such a 

precedent has not been set as to their relative environmental significance. As 

neighbourhood plans can cover a large range of subjects including the location of new 

development, it has been decided in this case to assume that there will be a 

requirement for a Sustainability Appraisal, and the purpose of this report is to form the 

scoping report of that appraisal. 

An essential consideration when drawing up planning documents is their effect on the 

environment and people’s quality of life, both now and in the future. To help address 

this, a Sustainability Appraisal incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment will 

be carried out alongside the preparation of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan to 

ensure that environmental, social and economic sustainability objectives are complied 

with and to avoid or minimise any adverse impacts. As such, it is an integral part of 

producing the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan that incorporates the principles of 

sustainability. 

Background to Sustainability Appraisal 

Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic process undertaken during the preparation of a 

plan or strategy, as required by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

(S19(5)). There is also a requirement for Development Plan Documents to undergo an 

environmental assessment, (known as a Strategic Environmental Assessment) under 

European Directive 2001/42/EC (transposed into UK legislation by the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004). It is intended that the 

Sustainability Appraisal incorporates the Strategic Environmental Assessment in 

accordance with the Act and Regulations. This means that in addition to environmental 

issues, on which a Strategic Environmental Assessment focuses, social and economic 

matters will also be addressed as part of the overall assessment of sustainability, within 

a single joint appraisal. 

Thus, the substantive Sustainability Appraisal process will: 

 Adopt a long-term view of development within the area covered by the plan, 

with particular interest on the social, environmental, and economic effects of the 

proposed plan 

 Develop an effective system for ensuring that sustainability objectives are 

transformed into sustainable planning policies 
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 Reflect global and national concerns, as well as concerns at regional and local 

levels 

 Provide an audit trail of how the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan has been 

revised to take into account the findings of the sustainability appraisal. 

 Incorporate the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Directive 

 Produce and consult on a Scoping Report early in the process for the plan 

Government guidance on undertaking Sustainability Appraisal of Local Development 

Documents (of which the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will be comparable to) 

presents a five-stage process, each of which contains criteria to fulfil that requirement. 

These stages are described in Government guidance in the following manner: 

Table 1: Five Stage Method of Sustainability Appraisal 

Stage A Pre-production, setting the context and objectives, evidence gathering to 

establish a baseline and deciding on the scope, culminating in production of 

scoping report 

Stage B Developing and refining options and assessing effects and mitigation by 

testing plan objectives against the SA Framework 

Stage C Documenting and appraising the effects of the plan and preparing the SA 

Report 

Stage D Consulting on the plan and the SA Report 

Stage E Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan 

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 

Documents, ODPM 2005) 

Sustainability Appraisal will continue to be an iterative process after the production of 

this Scoping Report (Stage A). The appraisal framework will be used to consider the 

effects of the different options proposed by the plan, and considering the key issues 

where they arise. 

The Sustainability Appraisal process will run concurrently with the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan process, and after the initial scoping for the Sustainability 

Appraisal has been carried out the next stage will be the developing and refining of 

options and assessing their effects. The process of refinement and assessment will be 

carried out concurrently with the production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

Both a draft Sustainability Appraisal report and a draft of the Sprowston Neighbourhood 

Plan containing a favoured option will be made available for consultation prior to its 
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publication for submission to Broadland District Council. A final version of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and its separate Sustainability Appraisal report will be 

made available when the plan is published prior to its submission to Broadland District 

Council who will arrange for it to be reviewed by an independent person, prior to a 

referendum being held. 

Habitats Directive 

In addition plans and programmes must now ensure that they also comply with the 

requirements of The Directive on Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna 

and Flora 92/32/EEC (Habitats Directive). This involves undergoing an Appropriate 

Assessment into any potential effects on ‘European sites’ or ‘Natura 2000 Sites’ of 

nature and habitat value, namely Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection 

Areas, and Ramsar sites of international wetland importance. Even a plan that is not 

directly concerned with the site can still indirectly affect it, so appropriate assessment 

must determine the likelihood of their significance and suggest alternatives where 

possible. 

The significance of effect is determined through appropriate assessment, a process 

that will feature as a specific stage of the options appraisals. A plan should seek to 

avoid adverse affects on the integrity of designated sites, mitigate those impacts that 

remain and, if necessary, put in place compensatory measures. Assessment considers 

the reasons for designation as a protected site, such as habitat and species present, 

and the conservation objectives of management plans in place to preserve these. If 

these are compromised directly by site allocations or through ‘in combination’ effects 

with other plans or developments, the plan must explain how it intends to avoid or 

mitigate the impacts. 

Scoping 

The first stage of Sustainability Appraisal (Stage A) requires the production of a 

Scoping Report. This compromises five specific steps. The steps are part of a circular 

process of continuous improvement and refinement. The Scoping Report structure is 

detailed on the following page. 

Table 2: Tasks required within Stage A (Scoping) of SA 

Task A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans, programmes and sustainability 

objectives 

Task A2 Collecting baseline information 
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Task A3 Identifying sustainability issues 

Task A4 Developing the SA Framework 

Task A5 Consulting on the scope of the SA 

Source: SA of Regional Spatial Strategies and LDDs, ODPM 2005) 

Each step in stage A (scoping) is dealt with in turn in the sections of this report that 

follow. 

This Scoping Report is the first element of the Sustainability Appraisal that will emerge 

alongside the production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and will conform to the 

Broadland Local Development Framework. 

This Scoping Report has regard to and builds upon the Joint Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal and the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Site 

Allocations and Area Action Plan Development Plan Documents (produced in August 

2009). The Site Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report contained a broad 

range of information across Broadland relevant to the production of the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan and a Sustainability Appraisal Assessment Framework with a set 

of indicators for the appraisal of emerging polices. Subsequently this had regard to and 

built upon the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Joint Core Strategy, 

adopted in December 2007 and produced jointly across the districts of Broadland, 

Norwich and South Norfolk. As the proposed Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan is 

subsidiary to the overarching Joint Core Strategy, it must be in general conformity with 

it. Therefore, the sustainability principles applied to the Joint Core Strategy and 

Broadland Development Plan Documents are equally applicable to the proposed 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

Government Sustainability Appraisal guidance suggests that one scoping report can be 

produced for several Local Development Documents (of which the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan will be comparable to), provided that it details sufficient 

information for each document concerned. For the sake of brevity and where 

appropriate, this Scoping Report refers to sections of the Joint Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report, 

rather than reproducing these and so should be read alongside them. However, the 

main Sustainability Appraisal Frameworks are either reiterated or altered where 

relevant to relate to the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. Also in addition to the generic 

information contained within the Joint Core Strategy and the Broads Core Strategy 

there is the opportunity to add more specific information relevant to the more focused 

area of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan.  
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The Scoping Report will establish the Framework for the remainder of the Sustainability 

Appraisal process as an ongoing, iterative procedure that will evolve as new evidence 

becomes apparent. This framework involves setting sustainability objectives which the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will work towards, as well as background indicators to 

gauge the possible effects and a test framework that will guide the appraisal. 

The initial Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Jan 2013) was subject to 

consultation. Minor amendments and clarification, based on comments received from 

the national environmental bodies (English Heritage, Natural England, Environment 

Agency), were then made in order to produce this final Scoping Report. This has been 

used to inform the production of the Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

Broadland and the Broads Authority Local Development Documents 

The Greater Norwich Development Partnership is a partnership between Broadland, 

Norwich and South Norfolk who are working together with Norfolk County Council and 

the Broads Authority to develop long term plans for housing growth and jobs in the 

Greater Norwich area. Greater Norwich was awarded growth point status in October 

2006. The Greater Norwich Development Partnership adopted the Joint Core Strategy 

Development Plan Document - which sets out the strategy for growth in Norwich and 

the surrounding area up to 2026 - in March 2011. The Joint Core Strategy is based on 

the targets for growth set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy, the East of England Plan 

2008. The Joint Core Strategy is a key plan within the Local Development Framework 

for Broadland, which will set out the overall vision for the Greater Norwich area, 

including Broadland, and identify spatial choices broadly identifying where development 

will be located.  

Subsequent Development Plan Documents that form part of the Local Development 

Framework for Broadland (including the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan which will be 

comparable to such documents) will need to be in conformity with the strategies set out 

in their respective core strategies. 

The Joint Core Strategy sets out a strategy to achieve the Regional Spatial Strategy 

target of 47,500 new homes between 2001 and 2026, which as at April 2008, meant 

that locations for a further 21,900 homes need to be identified together with growth in 

employment to provide a further 33,000 new jobs within the Greater Norwich area as a 

whole between 2008 and 2026. It has identified Sprowston as a fringe parish in the 

Norwich urban area which will be expanded through significant growth. The parish has 

been grouped together with Old Catton, Rackheath and Thorpe St. Andrew to form an 
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area known as the ‘growth triangle’. As a whole, the growth triangle is to deliver an 

urban extension including a minimum of 7,000 dwellings by 2026. This is to continue to 

grow to around a minimum of 10,000 dwellings eventually. A key function of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will be to influence development proposals. 

 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

The Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will be a Neighbourhood Development Plan for 

the Sprowston Parish. The ability to produce neighbourhood plans is a function of the 

new Localism Act. The aim is for local communities to have greater control over what 

happens in their area. 

The plan process is being carried out by Sprowston Town Council. Through community 

engagement the views of local people will be represented in the plan making process. 

The Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan must conform to higher level policy at a national 

and district level including the Joint Core Strategy. 

Presently, the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan is being drafted. For now, as a guide, 

this document draws and builds upon the vision and objectives identified so far. These 

may be refined as the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan evolves. 

As the area is currently directly affected by a significant development proposal for 

housing and related services across the northern part of the parish, the Town Council 

is keen to work with the developers in order to ‘feed in’ to their programme of 

engagement and development of proposals. Initial discussion with the development 

company indicates that they would be very supportive of this approach. 

At present, the over-arching vision is that by 2026 the extended community of 

Sprowston will be strong, cohesive, creative and forward-looking. Between 2013 and 

2026, new homes will be built. The community will be safer, healthier, more 

prosperous, sustainable and inclusive. High quality homes will meet people’s needs 

and aspirations in attractive and sustainable places. People will have access to good 

quality jobs and essential services and community facilities, with less need to use the 

car. 

Development will be to the highest possible standards of design, enhancing the quality 

and distinctiveness of the area and will bring improved infrastructure, services and 

facilities to benefit the new and existing community. 
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Growth will be focussed on brownfield land, that is not of high environmental value, in 

the Sprowston urban area and in a very large mixed use urban extension (Appendix). 

The expanded community will be highly sustainable with good access to local jobs and 

strategic employment areas and will be served by a new district centre providing shops, 

health, education, services and facilities easily accessible by foot, bicycle and public 

transport. 

The Council’s key aspirations for the Neighbourhood Development Plan are to: 

 plan holistically, addressing the needs and aspirations of all sections of the 

community and areas of Sprowston 

 work across boundaries, to take into account the needs and aspirations of the 

neighbouring  parishes 

 ensure the sustainability of the existing built-up area, not just new 

developments 

 ensure good spatial and functional integration of the new development on the 

northern fringe 

 reinstate a sense of settlement and community identity, which has been lost as 

a result of the rapid expansion of Norwich 

 address the lack of certain community facilities in the area and agreeing the 

optimal location for them to ensure maximum benefit to the community 

 ensure good design quality of new developments in the area, to reflect the local 

character and sustainability aspirations. 

Potential Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan objectives: 

Objective 1: To minimise the contributors to climate change and address its 

impact 

Throughout Sprowston, high standards of design and sustainable access will be 

promoted to reduce greenhouse gases and adapt to the impact of climate change. A 

greater retail and local services choice will be provided and a “critical mass” created 

around the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham Road; on School Lane, and; in a new 

district centre at the junction of the proposed inner link road and North Walsham Road. 

These will become retail and commercial hubs and neighbourhood centres to minimise 

the need to travel outside the area for access to work, shopping, leisure, community 

facilities and other local services. As the Northern Distributor Road will relieve pressure 

on radial routes through Sprowston, the pedestrian environment and public transport 

routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse Roads will be improved to increase 

mode share. The safety and quality of on and off road provision for cyclists will also be 

improved to increase mode share. The area’s ability to adapt to a changing climate will 

be enhanced and actions that have a detrimental impact on the natural environment 
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will be minimised in order to be environmentally sustainable. This will include the need 

to take account of the capacity of the natural environment to accommodate energy 

infrastructure, for example considering impacts on landscape character, habitat 

networks and biodiversity, and protected species. A particular example may be 

possible impacts from wind turbine proposals on birds, having regard to the Broadlands 

SPA.  Zero and low carbon developments will be encouraged. Water efficiency will be a 

priority in both new and existing development. New development will generally be 

guided away from areas with a high probability of flooding. Where new development in 

such areas is desirable for reasons of sustainability, flood mitigation will be required 

and flood protection will be maintained and enhanced. 

Objective 2: To reallocate land on School Lane for housing, and affordable 

housing 
The type, size and tenure, including affordable housing, will meet the needs identified 

by the Greater Norwich Sub Regional Housing Assessments. People will have 

alternatives to using cars. Appropriate densities will make sure land is used efficiently 

and community needs will be met. 

Objective 3: To promote economic sustainability and diversity, sustain local jobs 

and provide access to the wider jobs market 

Existing employment sites will be safeguarded. It is recognised that Norwich city centre 

continues to exert a powerful economic influence over the area. Its growth will be 

further encouraged by the Joint Core Strategy. Within the Norwich Policy Area, Thorpe 

St Andrew, Longwater, Norwich Research Park, Norwich Airport, Rackheath, Hethel 

and Wymondham will also be the focus of further jobs growth. Supporting economic 

sustainability in Sprowston will be a priority in order to offer local employment 

opportunities and therefore reduce the need to commute long distances to work. A 

greater retail and local services choice will be provided and a “critical mass” created 

around the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham Road; on School Lane, and; in a new 

district centre at the junction of the proposed inner link road and North Walsham Road. 

These will become retail and commercial hubs and neighbourhood centres to minimise 

the need to travel outside the area for access to work. The retail and commercial hub 

on Wroxham Road will no longer be just a through-road but will become a street where 

traffic speeds are reduced and people feel comfortable and safe to encourage trade. 

More money will remain within the community as local spending, independent 

businesses and, employment opportunities will be promoted. As the employment needs 

of the area are so diverse it is essential to provide good transport connections to the 

wider area so that all people in the community can access work. As the Northern 
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Distributor Road will relieve pressure on radial routes through Sprowston, public 

transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse Roads will be improved to 

improve access to the wider jobs market across the Norwich urban area. 

Objective 4: To promote regeneration 

Growth will be used to bring benefits to local people in order to regenerate the 

community, local economy, a brownfield site on School Lane and the neighbourhood 

by creating a safe, healthy, prosperous, sustainable and inclusive community. 

Development and growth will be used to bring benefits to local people. Local identity 

will be enhanced and the evolution of Sprowston from farm land to a Norwich suburb to 

a destination in its own right will be encouraged. A holistic strategy for Sprowston will 

be put in place, based on the creation of distinctive neighbourhood hubs, each with a 

unique community “offer”. Improved facilities for young people in Sprowston and the 

wider area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge between the existing 

and new community of Sprowston. 

Objective 5: To allow people to develop to their full potential by providing 

educational facilities to support the needs of a growing population 

As part of the wider growth triangle area the Joint Core Strategy identifies the need to 

improve, expand and develop new education provision to serve the increased 

population. Therefore, to meet this need, a school will be provided as part of the 

proposed district centre at the junction of the proposed inner link road and North 

Walsham Road. It is essential to provide an environment and the facilities to improve 

the skills of the community in order to increase their ability to gain employment in a 

sector that interests them as an individual as well as improve their income bracket thus 

improving their wellbeing and prosperity.  

Objective 6: To make sure people have ready access to services 

Sprowston will continue to provide local services accessible to the local community. 

The diversity, vitality and accessibility of Sprowston will be maintained and enhanced. 

Investment will be encouraged in a new district centre at the junction of the proposed 

inner link road and North Walsham Road, a new local centre on School Lane and an 

enhanced local centre at the existing cluster of shops on Wroxham Road to enhance 

accessibility, vitality and viability. By providing a greater retail and local services choice 

and creating a “critical mass” in these centres they will become retail and commercial 

hubs and neighbourhood centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for 

access to work, shops, leisure facilities, community facilities and other local services. 

The new district centre will be required at the right stage of the development of new 
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homes allocated to the area by the Joint Core Strategy in order to provide supporting 

services. In addition, improved facilities for young people in Sprowston and the wider 

area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge between the existing and 

new community of Sprowston. 

Objective 7: To enhance transport provision to meet the needs of existing and 

future populations while reducing travel need and impact 

The location and design of development will reduce the need to travel especially by 

private car. A greater retail and local services choice will be provided and a “critical 

mass” created around the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham Road; on School Lane, 

and; in a new district centre at the junction of the proposed inner link road and North 

Walsham Road. These will become retail and commercial hubs and neighbourhood 

centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for access to work, shopping, 

leisure, community facilities and other local services. Greater use of sustainable modes 

of transport will be encouraged by better public transport, footways and cycle networks, 

and by locating housing (in addition to that allocated as part of the Joint Core Strategy) 

in close proximity to services, local jobs, shops, schools and recreational facilities. The 

safety and quality of on and off road provision for cyclists will be improved to increase 

mode share. A Bus Rapid Transit system will be introduced along Salhouse Road as 

part of the Joint Core Strategy. In addition, general enhancement to bus infrastructure 

will be introduced on key routes in the Sprowston area. The strategic road network is 

also essential, especially for the health of the local economy. The road network will 

provide improved access within Sprowston in particular through the construction of the 

Northern Distributor Road. Indeed, the Northern Distributor Road will relieve pressure 

on radial routes through Sprowston and further improve the pedestrian environment 

and public transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse Roads. 

However, travel impact will be reduced by developing an area of Wroxham Road as a 

street where traffic speeds are reduced and people feel comfortable and safe – 

changing its role from a through-road to the main retail and commercial hub for the 

neighbourhood. Isolation can be reduced by encouraging newer communication and 

information technologies. 

Objective 8: To positively protect and enhance the individual character and 

culture of the area 

Promoting culture will help to develop the local economy, stimulate further regeneration 

and promote community involvement. Compared to Norwich, smaller scale cultural 

opportunities in Sprowston exist such as allowing local people and visitors access to a 

variety of facilities such as buildings of architectural and historic interest. Adequate 
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public open space, sport and recreational facilities, as well as access to the 

countryside, is needed locally to make sure everyone can take part in community 

activities. Local identity will be enhanced and the evolution of Sprowston from farm 

land to a Norwich suburb to a destination in its own right will be encouraged. A holistic 

strategy will be put in place based on the creation of distinctive neighbourhood hubs, 

each with a unique community “offer”. A greater retail and local services choice will be 

provided and a “critical mass” created around the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham 

Road; on School Lane, and; in a new district centre at the junction of the proposed 

inner link road and North Walsham Road. These will become retail and commercial 

hubs and neighbourhood centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for 

access to work, shopping, leisure, community facilities and other local services. By 

developing an area of Wroxham Road as a street where traffic speeds are reduced and 

people feel comfortable and safe the impact from travel will be reduced – changing its 

role from a through-road to the main retail and commercial hub for the neighbourhood. 

As the Northern Distributor Road will relieve pressure on radial routes through 

Sprowston, the pedestrian environment and public transport routes on Wroxham, North 

Walsham and Salhouse Roads will be improved to increase mode share. Future 

residential development in the area will be embraced as part of Sprowston by ensuring 

that well-designed community/family-centred and safe environments will help create a 

“hinge” between existing and new parts of Sprowston. In addition, improved facilities for 

young people in Sprowston and the wider area to convene will be provided, serving as 

another bridge between the existing and new community of Sprowston. 

Objective 9: To protect, manage and enhance the natural, built and historic 

environment, including areas of natural habitat or nature conservation value 

The area is a special place and everyone should be proud of where they live. 

Sprowston has some remarkable historic buildings with fine architecture. There are 

also extensive areas of open space, historic parks and gardens, wildlife sites and 

plantation woodland. It is a priority to maintain and improve these special qualities so 

that everyone can enjoy them. In order to provide local housing in addition to that 

allocated as part of the Joint Core Strategy, the use of previously developed land will 

be utilised to minimise the loss of green space. Development must provide 

environmental gains through green infrastructure. Biodiversity and locally distinctive 

landscapes will be protected and enhanced. Linkages between habitats will be 

promoted, helping to enable adaptation to climate change. Sustainable access to the 

countryside will be promoted. Efficient use will be made of minerals, energy and water 

resources, and the production of waste will be minimised. The area’s ability to adapt to 
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a changing climate will be enhanced and actions that have a detrimental impact on the 

natural environment will be minimised in order to be environmentally sustainable. 

Objective 10: To be a place where people feel safe 

People will have a stronger sense of belonging and pride in their surroundings. There 

will be reduced crime and fear of crime. Better community facilities, better road safety 

and design of new developments will help to reduce crime. By developing an area of 

Wroxham Road as a street where traffic speeds are reduced and people feel 

comfortable and safe the impact from travel will be reduced – changing its role from a 

through-road to the main retail and commercial hub for the neighbourhood. The safety 

and quality of on and off road provision for cyclists will also be improved to increase 

mode share. Future residential development in the area will be embraced as part of 

Sprowston by ensuring that well-designed community/family-centred and safe 

environments will help create a “hinge” between existing and new parts of Sprowston. 

Objective 11: To encourage the development of healthy and active lifestyles 

Within Sprowston the accessibility of open space, the countryside, sports and 

recreational facilities will be improved. Improved facilities for young people in 

Sprowston and the wider area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge 

between the existing and new community of Sprowston. People will also be offered the 

best opportunities to make healthy travel choices as part of their daily lives. This will be 

achieved by providing a greater retail and local services choice will be provided and a 

“critical mass” created around the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham Road; on 

School Lane, and; in a new district centre at the junction of the proposed inner link road 

and North Walsham Road. These will become retail and commercial hubs and 

neighbourhood centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for access to 

work, shopping, leisure, community facilities and other local services. As the Northern 

Distributor Road will relieve pressure on radial routes through Sprowston, the 

pedestrian environment and public transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and 

Salhouse Roads will be improved to increase mode share. The safety and quality of on 

and off road provision for cyclists will also be improved to increase mode share. 

Medical and social facilities will be taken into account and, where necessary, will be 

properly planned for in new developments and will be accessible to all. 

Objective 12: To involve as many people as possible in new planning policy 

All sections of the community will be actively encouraged to express their own vision of 

the future through this strategy, further plans and planning applications. There will be a 

particular focus on involving people who have not previously had a say in planning. 
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Asmany people as possible should play a part in the long-term plans for growth across 

the area. This will help make neighbourhood planning more inclusive, and give 

confidence that the benefits of growth are felt more equally across the existing and the 

new community in Sprowston. 

 

Map 1: Location and Extent of Neighbourhood Plan 
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2.0 Task A1 – The Review of Plans, Programmes and 

Policies 

The first stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report is to assess other 

relevant policies, plans and programmes. This exercise helps to identify issues, 

opportunities and implications for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and the 

Sustainability Appraisal process. 

The Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area 

Action Plan Scoping Report include a wide-ranging review of the plans, policies and 

programmes which are likely to impact on the plans within Broadland, of which the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area is within. This work is set out in the Joint Core 

Strategy Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping 

Report and is not repeated here. There is a significant degree of overlap between the 

documents within the hierarchy, often with “lower” level documents reflecting and 

applying the objectives and policies of “higher” level ones. 

The list of documents within the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal, the Site 

Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report and the Broads Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal have been examined to establish whether any of the 

documents have since been superseded, or whether any additional “lower” level 

documents should be included which are specifically relevant to the production of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

Below is a summary of the newly reviewed documents. The more detailed review of the 

key objectives, targets and indicators of each document, considers possible 

implications for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan being prepared and some 

emerging issues for the Sustainability Appraisal, and can be seen in Appendix 1 of this 

Scoping Report. This should be read in conjunction with the review of Plans, 

Programmes and Policies already carried out for the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability 

Appraisal (available at http://www.gndp.org.uk/content/wp-

content/uploads/downloads/2012/08/PSJCS-3.3-Sustainability-Report-of-the-JCS-

Technical-Appendix-August-2012.pdf, or, if the link fails the document can be retrieved 

from http://www.gndp.org.uk/our-work/joint-core-strategy/). 

 

http://www.gndp.org.uk/our-work/joint-core-strategy/
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Table 3: Plans, Programmes and Strategies at the local level subject to Literature 

Review (in addition to those reviewed in the Broadland Joint Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal) 

National Level 

Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007) 

Meeting the Energy Challenge A White Paper on Energy (2007) 

National Planning Policy Statements (including Annexes and Practical Guides) 

Planning Policy Statement: eco-towns. Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 

(2009) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

Regional Level 

East of England Plan: The Revision to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of 

England (2008) 

Sustainable Futures: Integrated Sustainability Framework for the East of England 

(EERA 2009) 

Regional Spatial Strategy, Single Issue Review – Planning For Gypsy and Traveller 

Accommodation in the East of England 

Local Level 

Tomorrow’s Norfolk, Today’s Challenge – A Climate Change Strategy for Norfolk 

(2008) 

Norfolk Action – Norfolk’s Local Area Agreement 2008-11 (2008) 

Greater Norwich Development Partnership, Green Infrastructure Strategy (2007) 

Draft Greater Norwich Economic Strategy 2009-2014 

Partnership of Norfolk District Councils – Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2008) 

Broadland Community Plan – Update to the Broadland Community Partnership 

Community Strategy 2004-2014 (2008) 

Broadland Play – Childrens’ Play Strategy 

Broadland Youth Engagement Strategy 

Neighbourhood Level 

No Plans, Programmes or Strategies identified at this level 
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3.0 Task A2 – Collecting Baseline Information 

The Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal sets out “baseline” information for the 

three contributing districts. The Scoping Report for the Site Allocations and Area Action 

Plan Sustainability Appraisal sets out “baseline” information for Broadland. Given the 

wider coverage of these documents, much of the information is given generically for 

their corresponding areas. As the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan, which will contribute 

towards the Broadland Local Development Framework, is solely at the Sprowston 

parish level, the opportunity has been taken here to expand upon the baseline 

information for Sprowston in this Scoping Report. 

There is a wide range of information and data relating to the Sprowston Neighbourhood 

Plan area and although this information is wide ranging and diverse, it is not intended 

to set out all the information that is relevant. Some of this information relates to the 

wards rather than the Sprowston Parish. In addition, not all of the baseline data 

collected at the Broadland District level is available at the wards and Sprowston Parish 

levels. However, its value is in providing a summary of key information and providing a 

baseline for consideration; setting out a characterisation or spatial portrait of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area. This information is summarised in the tables in 

Appendix 2. The format is for the information to be grouped under topics which broadly 

reflect the themes in the Community Plan, as any key spatial planning objectives for 

the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area need to be in conformity with priorities set out 

within the Broadland Community Plan. For each subject the current situation for the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area is given, together with comparisons (such as 

trends) where available. 

This baseline information, together with other contextual information, is used to provide 

the following brief description of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Spatial Profile and Demographics 

For the purposes of this report some of the statistics are based on 3 wards, Sprowston 

Central, Sprowston East and Old Catton and Sprowston West, as the data for Old 

Catton and Sprowston West relating solely to Sprowston is unavailable; as the majority 

of the population of this ward are within the parish boundary of Old Catton. The parish 

lies just north of the city of Norwich, with which it shares its southern boundary. The full 

area of the Sprowston Parish is 946 ha. According to the 2001 Census there were 

14,027 people living in the Sprowston Parish. A 2008 estimate shows this increased to 
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14,422 people (a 2.8% increase). According to the 2001 Census there were 6,098 

households in the Sprowston Parish. 

The demographic estimates of the three wards (Old Catton & Sprowston West, 

Sprowston Central and Sprowston East) indicate that the average population age 

profile had been getting older since 2001; the greatest proportion of the population 

appear to be above the age of 40. 

Map 2: Sprowston Wards 

 

Environment 

Sprowston is a predominantly built up fringe parish comprising mainly 20th century 

residential development. Relatively extensive light industrial and retail areas are 

located in the south-east corner of the parish. This includes two strategic employment 

sites, an employment allocation and a retail warehouse park designation, all located on 

Salhouse Road. 

There is extensive woodland to the east and open farmland to the north. There are a 

number of important environmental features in the surrounding area including the 

historic parklands of Catton Park, the deer park and buttercup meadow (in 

neighbouring Old Catton Parish), Beeston Park (which crosses the parish boundary 

between Beeston St. Andrew and Sprowston), Rackheath Park (in neighbouring 

Rackheath Parish) and the extensive areas of plantation woodland in the east of 
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Sprowston. There is a county wildlife site and ancient woodland (Tolshill Wood) part of 

which is within the grounds of Sprowston Manor. Sprowston Wood, Bulmer Coppice, 

Lady’s Carr and Waterlow (which crosses the parish boundary between Beeston St 

Andrew and Sprowston) and Church Wood (in neighbouring Rackheath Parish) are 

also designated as ancient woodland. The Springs, Dobbs Beck, Lady’s Carr and 

Waterlow, Strip Plantation (in neighbouring Rackheath Parish), and, part of Church 

Wood form a County Wildlife Site. Racecourse Plantation (in neighbouring Thorpe St 

Andrew and Great and Little Plumstead Parishes) is also a County Wildlife Site. There 

is an area of landscape value in the far north and east of Sprowston associated with 

the Beeston and Rackheath historic parklands. This area contains all areas of ancient 

woodland previously described. Also there are areas of landscape value adjacent to 

the settlement limit associated with the extensive areas of plantation woodland in the 

east of Sprowston. There is a significant area of grade II agricultural land to the north. 

The Joint Core Strategy has protected a route corridor for the Northern Distributor 

Road along the northern tip of the parish. This runs from east to west along the 

northern boundary of Sprowston Wood and south of the sewage works and The 

Springs.  Further afield, outside the parish, there are Special Protection Areas and 

Special Areas of Conservation (related to the Broads area and River Wensum) that are 

of international importance for wildlife. Particular issues for these relate to the water 

environment and structures such as wind turbines.  In terms of historic features, in 

addition to the historic parklands, there are few listed buildings, most notable being St. 

Mary & St. Margaret’s Church (Grade I Listed) on Church Lane and Sprowston Manor 

off Wroxham Road. 

A number of green space designations are distributed throughout the built up part of 

the parish. These can be found on Tills Road; Wilks Farm Drive; Foxburrow Road; 

between Lushers Loke and Dovedales; a playing field at the junction between School 

Lane and Neville Road; Sprowston Recreation Ground; Sparhawk Park on Sparhawk 

Avenue; land behind Cecil Gowing Infant School, Falcon Junior School and Sprowston 

Community High School; land surrounding the War Memorial Cottages on Oak Tree 

Drive (Mousehold Plantation), and; either side of Falcon Road at Hill Plantation. In 

neighbouring Old Catton Parish there is a small green space adjacent to the Woodman 

Public House and there is a green space designation for Catton Park. the Deer Park 

and Buttercup Meadow. There are open space allocations located to the west of 

Church Lane, north of the playing field and to the north-west of Mountbatten Drive. 

Within the built up part of the parish there are commercial area/shopping area 

designations at the junction of Moore Avenue with North Walsham Road; on the north-
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west side of Wroxham Road just before the junction with Blenheim Road; on Cannerby 

Lane near to the junction with Allerton Road; on Linacre Avenue opposite the junction 

with Varvel Avenue; on Corbet Avenue on either side of the junction with Thornham 

Road, and; on North Walsham Road Opposite Dovedales (in neighbouring Old Catton 

Parish). A large Tesco supermarket in the north of the built up part of the parish acts as 

a focus for convenience goods shopping.  

The land adjacent to the Tesco supermarket is in the process of having existing 

committed development completed which has already involved the realignment of Blue 

Boar Lane. There are Housing Allocations located to the north of White Woman Lane 

and to the west of North Walsham Road; to the east of School Lane and Lushers Loke, 

and; to the north of Boar Plantation. To provide vehicular access to the housing 

allocation north of Boar Plantation, the route for a new inner link road has been 

reserved from the Park and Ride roundabout junction on Wroxham Road through to 

Salhouse Road opposite Eastgate Place. The Joint Core Strategy made a change to 

the settlement limit to incorporate the land in the process of having existing committed 

development completed and the housing allocation to the north of Boar Plantation 

within it. All land outside the settlement limit is covered by Joint Core Strategy Policies 

1 (addressing climate change and protecting environmental assets) and 2 (promoting 

good design). 

Landscape 

The vast majority of the Sprowston Parish is characterised by the suburban 

developments that have occurred predominantly over the latter half of the 20th century. 

The currently undeveloped areas in the far north of the parish are characterised largely 

by what is referred to in the Broadland Draft Landscape Character Assessment, 2008 

as wooded estatelands (Landscape Character Type E). This part of the parish is 

located within Landscape Character Area E3 (Spixworth Wooded Estatelands) and E4 

(Rackheath and Salhouse Wooded Estatelands). 

There are a number of important elements of historic landscape within Sprowston 

Parish and neighbouring Old Catton Parish. These areas include the Old Catton 

Conservation area, which is centred on Catton Hall and Park but also includes other 

important historic buildings such as those along Church Street, Spixworth Road and 

George Hill. 

In Sprowston the church of St Mary and St Margaret (Grade I Listed) is thought to have 

Saxon origins, although the church building itself is predominantly of the 14th and 15th 
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century. The most substantial historic building in the parish is Sprowston Manor. 

Located in the north of the parish the manor originally dates from the 16th century, 

although it was extensively rebuilt during the late 19th century. The parkland 

surrounding Sprowston manor is also historically important and, as described earlier, 

contains an area of ancient woodland. In addition to the church of St Mary and St 

Margaret, there are a number of other listed buildings and structures in the parish 

including a Lime Kiln at Mousehold Court (Grade II Listed); the wall, gates and gate 

piers of the churchyard of the church of St Mary and St Margaret; a house originally in 

one occupation as Sprowston Court now divided into three (number 88, 89 and 90) on 

Wroxham Road (Grade II Listed); Lazar House (Grade II* Listed); Hill Farm Cottages 

(Grade II Listed); Oak Lodge Farm House (Grade II Listed); the 2nd World Ward 

Memorial Cottages (Europe, Bates, Gristock, Knowland, Randle and Asia) including the 

front garden walls, the war memorial and the walls and gate piers to Mousehold Lane 

(Grade II Listed). 

Water Resources 

There are no rivers running through the parish although there are a number of ponds 

and drainage channels. Also a reservoir is located at the rear of the employment 

allocation site on Salhouse Road.  In the area, mains water is supplied by Anglia Water 

Plc. via their treatment works in Norwich. They will need to address any future 

increases in demand as part of their asset management programme.  

As water is a shared resource, the pressures from development on water quality are 

significant, especially within the County Wildlife Sites at Racecourse Plantation, and; 

The Springs, Dobbs Beck, Lady’s Carr and Waterlow, Strip Plantation and part of 

Church Wood. Development should avoid harm. The water resources located within 

this area are an important aspect because they provide an important nutrient resource 

and contain vital habitats. 

Society and Housing 

In 2001 there were 6,216 houses located within the Sprowston Parish. The 2001 

census indicated that the vast majority of households in the Sprowston Parish have 

owner occupied tenure (86%). As at April 2010 the total housing commitment for the 

parish of Sprowston (the sum of non-completed houses with planning permissions or 

allocated in planning policy) stood at 1,502. 

The total number of affordable housing across the three wards is currently 863. In 2001 

there were 8.5% affordable homes across the three wards, the majority of which were 
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social rented. The Sprowston Central ward provided the greatest proportion of 

affordable housing at 14% of the total stock. In Sprowston East only 1.79% of the 

housing stock was affordable. By 2009 the number of homes across the Sprowston 

and Old Catton parishes were estimated to have risen to 9,361. This was an 8.7% 

increase since 2001. 

The average life expectancy across the three wards, in 2004, was higher than the 

national average with males expected to live until 80 and Females until 84. This did 

differ between wards with Old Catton & Sprowston West expecting males to live until 

81 and females until 83; Sprowston Central expecting males to live until 79 and 

females until 85, and; Sprowston East expecting males to live until 80 and females until 

85. Comparing life expectancy with an expectation for a disabled free life shows, on 

average, that women and men across the wards could live to 68 and 66 years 

respectively without a significant chance of severe illness. However, this indicates a 

higher chance of living with disability for around 16 years for females and 14 years for 

males. This appears to be in line with regional trends and compares relatively positively 

with the national average. 

The total number of crimes reported across the three wards, between April and June 

2010 was 158. According to Norfolk Constabulary’s Offence Groups, ‘criminal damage’ 

was the most reported crime across the three wards whereas theft, violence and 

criminal damage were the most reported crimes across Broadland. Comparing crimes 

per 1000 head of the population figures for the three wards with those of Norfolk as a 

whole would suggest that the levels are lower, on average, in these wards than others 

across the county. The figures for the second quarter of 2010 are 7.68 for the three 

wards and 13.02 across Norfolk. Splitting these figures into the three wards also 

reveals that there are some differences between them with Old Catton & Sprowston 

West having 5.25 per 1000; Sprowston Central having 9.31 per 1000, and; Sprowston 

East having 9.38 per 1000. 

Education 

Early years facilities in Sprowston are provided by Sure Start at Sprowston Junior 

School, School Lane Pre-School, Sprowston Nursery Playgroup at Sprowston 

Methodist Church, and the Pavillion Playgroup. 

There are 3 infant schools (Cecil Gowing, Sparhawk and Sprowston); 3 Junior Schools 

(Falcon, Sprowston and White Women Lane), and; 1 High School (Sprowston 

Community High School). Sprowston Library is located on Recreation Ground Road. 
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At 20%, Sprowston Parish had a slightly lower percentage of those aged 16 to 74 with 

their highest qualification at level 2 compared to 22% across Broadland (Census, 

2001). 

At 65%, Sprowston Parish had a higher percentage of those aged 16 to 74 with either 

no qualifications; highest qualification attained at level 1 or other qualifications/level 

unknown compared to 56% across Broadland (Census, 2001). 

At 15%, Sprowston Parish had a smaller percentage of the population aged 16 to 74 

with their highest qualification at level 3, 4 and 5 compared to 22% across Broadland 

(Census, 2001). 

Economy 

In 2001, 2.9% of all people aged 16 to 74 who are economically active were 

unemployed compared to 3% across Broadland.  

In August 2012, there were 273 claimants of job seekers allowance across all three 

wards (2.19% of the working age population) compared to 1,392 claimants of job 

seeker allowance in Broadland (1.80% of the working age population) (ONS, 2012). 

This reflects a 2.50% decrease from the same period last year across all three wards 

compared with a 2.93% decrease from the same period last year across Broadland 

(ONS, 2012). 

Between the wards, Old Catton & Sprowston West had 113 claimants (2.20% of the 

working age population) which reflects a 0.89% increase from the same period last 

year; Sprowston Central had 92 claimants (2.60% of the working age population) which 

reflects a 4.17% decrease from the same period last year, and; Sprowston East had 68 

claimants (1.80% of the working age population) which reflects a 5.60% decrease from 

the same period last year. 

In terms of Council Tax and Housing Benefits 11% of the households in the ward were 

in receipt of these benefits in November 2010. Benefit claims in the wards reflect 

national trends in that Incapacity is claimed by the highest proportion, but this is still 

lower than regional or national proportions. The other two benefits (for carers and the 

disabled) are claimed by similar proportions in the wards to those across Broadland, 

and, county, regional and national levels. 

In 2009 over 43% of households in the parish of Sprowston had an income in excess of 

£30,000. More than 15% of households in Sprowston had an income of more than 
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£50,000. The average annual household income in Sprowston is £32,000 compared to 

£31,000 for Norfolk as a whole.  

The majority of the working population of the Sprowston parish work either in higher or 

intermediary managerial or supervisory, junior managerial or professional roles.   

However, the neighbouring parish of Old Catton has higher proportions of the working 

population in the higher classifications of employment. 

In terms of local employment provision, there is the Salhouse Road Industrial Estate 

which lies within the Sprowston Parish and the Airport Industrial Estate is within close 

proximity. It is likely that employment opportunities in Norwich City greatly influence the 

prosperity of the residents of Sprowston. Broadland Business Park and other edge of 

town business parks also provide a valuable employment resource. 

Transport and Access 

The majority of residents, from all three wards travel between 2km and 5km to work 

with over 63% travelling 5km or less to work. Three major arterial routes pass through 

or lie adjacent to the parish of Sprowston. These routes are the Wroxham Road 

(A1151), the North Walsham Road (B1150) and the Salhouse Road. The outer ring 

road forms the southern boundary of the parish. 

First Bus 22 service (the orange line) travels from Old Catton to the University via North 

Walsham Road (close to the junction of Parkland Road), Sprowston and the city centre. 

First Bus 11/11A/11B service (the pink line) travels from Sprowston to the Norfolk and 

Norwich University Hospital via Cringleford and the city centre. First Bus 13 service 

(the turquoise line) travels from Spixworth to Attleborough via Sprowston and the city 

centre. The 606 Sprowston Park and Ride service provides a direct connection to the 

city centre. Neaves 55/5A service travels from North Walsham to Norwich via Coltishall 

and Sprowston. Sanders 210 service travels from North Walsham to Norwich via RAF 

Coltishall, Spixworth and Sprowston. Only 16% of the population of the three wards do 

not own their own car. More than half of the population own at least one car with a 

quarter owning 2 cars. 

58% of the population of the wards use their cars to get to work, with another 8% 

travelling to work as a passenger in a car. Only 10% of the population use public 

transport, 7% travel by bicycle and 6% walk. 

In terms of access to community and green infrastructure there are open space and 

recreational facilities (informal open space in neighbouring Old Catton Parish at Catton 
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Park and the Deer Park (although this is private land); Sprowston Recreation Ground in 

central Sprowston, which provides facilities such as informal open space, a kick wall 

with basketball hoop, one mini and two full size football pitches, cricket pitch, bowling 

green, eight tennis courts (two hard surfaces and six grass), cycle fun track, small 

children’s play area, public conveniences and two car parks; Sparhawk Park on 

Sparhawk Avenue which provides facilities such as infants’ and older childrens' play 

areas, public conveniences, and, seats and picnic tables; Windsor Park Gardens which 

provides swings, multi activity unit, kick wall, basketball hoop and seating; informal 

open space at Barkers Lane playing field; informal open space at Millennium woodland 

off Church Lane, and; informal open space at Cottage Plantation on Blue Boar Lane); a 

permanent Parish Council office at Sprowston Diamond Centre (a recently acquired 

community facility) and pavilion, and, the potential to hire two halls and a meeting room 

at St Cuthbert’s Church; a number of public houses (The Beehive, Blue Boar and Royal 

Oak in Sprowston (and Fatsos bar and restaurant), and, The Maids Head and 

Woodman public houses in the neighbouring parish of Old Catton); places of worship 

(St. Mary and St. Margaret’s on Church Lane; St. Cuthberts on Wroxham Road; 

Methodist Church on Wroxham Road, and; Gage Road Chapel); five major private 

facilities (Sprowston Manor golf and leisure club, Sprowston Sports and Social Club, 

Sprowston Cricket Club and the Norwich School Playing fields), and; health facilities 

(East Norwich Medical Partnership (GP) and Friends Dental Practice). 
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4.0 Task A3 – Identifying Sustainability Issues 

Reviewing the relevant plans and strategy documents (Task A1), and considering the 

baseline character of the area (Task A2) highlights a number of “key sustainability 

issues” facing Sprowston. These are relevant to producing documents that form part of 

the Broadland Local Development Framework and must be considered when 

undertaking the Sustainability Appraisal for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. It was 

found that the issues identified for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area (Task A3) 

are the same as those identified for the Broadland District. The issues for Broadland 

are summarised in Table 6, grouped under environmental, social and economic 

themes, as produced from the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal. 

As issues emerge they help to identify Sustainability Appraisal Objectives. These 

objectives form the basis of the appraisal framework (Task A4), and will help to assess 

how sustainable options for growth explored within the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

are as they are developed. Links between the issues and the objectives are shown to 

highlight how the framework will ensure the issues are considered throughout the 

appraisal process. 

The sustainability issues for Broadland (and Sprowston) also fall under the remit of 

certain topics identified by the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive that need 

to be covered within development strategies; these are also identified within table 6. In 

addition, an important link exists between the issues and the objectives of “Sustainable 

Futures: Integrated Sustainability Framework for the East of England”. The relationship 

between issues in Sprowston and their links to both the Sustainability Environmental 

Assessment topics and the objectives of the integrated regional framework are also 

identified within the table. 

The issues identified in Task A3 are those faced across Sprowston, which need to be 

tackled within the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. A very brief overview of the main 

issues in Sprowston is outlined in table 4 below. 

Table 4: Sustainability Issues identified from the Sprowston baseline 

 Sustainability Issues in Sprowston 

1. As there are more aged 40 and over, this leads to an unbalanced community. 

2. Protection and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment.  As the Sprowston Parish has Areas 

of Landscape Value; a number of listed buildings, historic parklands, extensive areas of plantation woodland, 

county wildlife sites, ancient woodland, grade II agricultural land, green space designations and an open space 

allocation, and; is close to Old Catton Conservation Area; development must preserve and enhance these. 

3. As the percentage of affordable housing remains low across the three wards this makes it difficult for young 
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people to access the housing market and thus prevents a mixed and balanced community from forming. 

4. As life expectancy is higher than the national average and there is a larger older population there will be 

pressure to supply suitable housing, facilities and services for older people. 

5. Educational attainment is lower than Broadland as a whole, which prevents certain employment opportunities. 

6. There are a higher percentage of JSA claimants than Broadland as a whole which, with respect to issue 5, 

indicates that skills need to be improved. However, in the present economic downturn a percentage of JSA 

claimants may have skills but are unable to find employment due to a jobs shortage. Therefore local job 

creation should be encouraged. 

7. It is likely that most people use the car to work causing there to be a certain level of greenhouse gas emissions 

which could be reduced through modal shift from car to bus, bicycle and foot. 

 

The issues identified for Broadland reflect shared issues and implications for managing 

growth throughout the district to which Sprowston is a constituent part. A very brief 

overview of the main issues in Broadland and how they relate to those in Sprowston is 

revealed in table 5 below. 

Table 5: How Sustainability Issues across Broadland relate to those identified 

from the Sprowston baseline 

 Sustainability Issues across Broadland Relation to Sprowston Issues  

1. As the population grows and ages, the need to supply facilities and 

services, and in particular access to them will become increasingly 

pressing 

Issue 4 

2. The retention and attraction of young people through jobs provision 

and access to the housing market will be a key priority 

Issues 1, 3 and 6 

3. The character/quality of natural and built environments must be 

preserved and enhanced whilst being faced by widespread 

development pressure 

Issue 2 

4. The Broadland area allows access to the Broads National Park, and 

has a major role in promoting tourism, preserving character and 

protecting the environment through its spatial policies 

Relates to Sprowston as the area 

allows access to the Broads National 

Park and has a role in promoting 

tourism plus preserving character and 

protecting the environment in the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area, 

whilst not impacting on the character 

and environment of those locations 

outside of this area 

5. Reducing contributions to, and mitigating against the impacts of 

climate change will be vital to the long-term viability of Broadland as a 

place to live and work, to visit and to invest in 

Issue 7 

6. Reliance on the car should be reduced through improved access to 

public transport and improved cycling and walking links to local 

facilities/services 

Issue 7  

7. Creating balanced and integrated communities will be an essential 

aspect of providing new development 

Issues 1, 3 and 4 

8. Promoting healthy lifestyles will be important throughout policy Relates to Sprowston as a constituent 

part of Broadland 
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9. Lifelong learning opportunities should be increased for all members of 

society, particularly in providing vocational training for school leavers 

Issue 5 

10. Difficulties in accessing the housing market must be minimised Issue 3 

11. Housing of all types and tenures is essential for mixed communities Issues 1, 3 and 4 

12. Employment businesses need support to diversify. This will be 

particularly important to strengthening the tourism industry, although 

promoting the tourism product of the area will need to be done in a 

sustainable way 

Issue 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 6: The Key Sustainability Issues for Sprowston 

These sustainability issues are the same as most of those identified for the Broadland Joint Core Strategy (apart from where crossed through) 

Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Directive 

Topic 

Key Sustainability Issues for Broadland East of England Sustainable Development Objectives Sustainability 

Appraisal 

Objectives 

Environmental    

Biodiversity, Fauna and 

Flora 

 

Water and Soil/Land 

 

Cultural Heritage and 

Landscape 

Natural environment: 

 There are a wealth of natural assets and ecology 

(including high levels of water quality), which need 

protecting, maintaining and enhancing, and re-creating 

where lost. 

 There is a wealth of high quality agricultural land, which 

contributes to Broadland being an important supplier to 

the food industry. This will need protecting, as its loss 

would be irreversible. 

 Improving sustainable access to the countryside. 

 Making the town greener and with increased links to the 

fringe areas. 

 Green spaces and green corridors will need to be 

integrated into development, and include the use of 

walking and cycling networks. 

 Pressures from new development means that a 

significant area of Greenfield land is likely to be needed 

for new development. 

 Landscape character and heritage should be retained, 

reflected and enhanced through the location and design 

of new developments. 

 Cross-boundary effects are also an important 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 ENV2 

 ENV4 

 ENV5 

 SOC7 

 EC4 



 

consideration. Activity promoted through development 

plan documents specific to Broadland may also have an 

effect on areas outside its administrative boundary, such 

as the Broads Authority Area, South Norfolk and the 

Norwich City Councils area. Water quality and 

biodiversity downstream will be particularly vulnerable to 

changes from new development. 

 Water quality is important for freshwater ecosystems 

and as a secondary effect the angling and tourism 

industry. Biological and chemical water quality will need 

to be enhanced through land use practices, such as 

installing SUDs and treatment works. 

Cultural Heritage and 

Landscape 

 

The Urban Environment 

Built environment: 

 Broadland has a number of Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments, a number of Listed Buildings and other 

architecturally distinctive structures all of which need 

protection. 

 Preserve the distinctive character of the historic built 

environment and landscape, protecting and enhancing 

these and using them to promote the Broadland area. 

 New developments will need to be integrated into the 

existing form and character of local areas in order to 

minimise the negative impacts on the heritage of the 

area. Historic Landscape Characterisations can provide 

valuable assistance for integrating landscape 

distinctiveness into new developments. 

 Brownfield land is in increasingly short supply, so there 

is pressure to make best use of sites that do exist. 

 New construction can have negative impacts on existing 

development and townscapes from noise, air quality and 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 ENV5 

 SOC7 

 EC4 



 

dust. 

 Indirect impacts on the built environment could arise 

from the additional pressures of development and 

climate change. 

 Measures should be taken to enhance the historic core 

of the town and other distinctive heritage features, 

thereby making them resilient to development pressures.  

Biodiversity, Fauna and 

Flora 

 

Water and Soil/Land 

 

Natural Resources and 

Climate 

 

The Global Environment 

and Local Resources 

 

The Urban Environment 

Climate change: 

 Climate change threatens the long-term future of some 

habitats and species; their capacity to withstand these 

changes must be improved. 

 Areas of Broadland are at risk of flooding and the areas 

at risk of flooding will increase with climate change. 

 Flood risk in areas like the Broads can also be 

exacerbated by developments upstream causing a 

change to natural watercourses and the water cycle. 

 There is a need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

and ensure that contributions to climate change are 

reduced throughout, particularly as the rural areas of 

Broadland are so much more reliant on using the private 

car. 

 All new, and some existing, developments will need to 

adapt to the likely consequences of climate change 

through their design and locations 

 Adapting to the effects of climate change will need to 

include the ability to design developments that are water 

efficient and recycle water resources as Norfolk is one of 

the drier parts of the country. 

 Some aspects of retrofitting existing development, such 

as improving energy efficiency in private sector housing, 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions (3) 

 

Adapt to the impacts of climate change (4) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 ENV3 

 ENV4 

 ENV6 

 ENV7 

 SOC7 

 EC4 



 

tackling traffic congestion and promoting reduction, 

reuse and recycling of waste. 

 Some aspects of change could bring benefits e.g. more 

wetlands. 

 Renewable energy solutions for the area will be 

essential and should be sought in order to minimise the 

use of carbon-burning technology for energy generation. 

This would also have the benefit of opening a number of 

new opportunities for economic development, such as a 

hydrogen energy sector. 

 Norfolk’s carbon footprint is currently unsustainable, and 

promoting adaptive lifestyles will be necessary to 

contribute to reduce this. 

 New developments in all sectors, land uses and 

activities will need to minimise their carbon emissions. 

Natural Resources and 

Climate 

 

Water and Soil/Land 

 

Air 

 

The Global Environment 

and Local Resources 

Natural resources 

 There is increasing pressure on the natural resources 

needed to facilitate new development, which will impact 

on water quality and supply, air quality, energy and 

minerals use. 

 Water quality must be enhanced given the rise in 

phosphate levels that are occurring in water courses. 

 The irrevocable loss of quality soil resources should be 

minimised. 

 Water supplies must be sufficiently able to service new 

developments and new development must conserve 

water use as much as possible and seek to reduce 

water use throughout the area. 

 Minerals efficiency will need to be improved to minimise 

the environmental impact of extraction and processing, 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Increase resource efficiency and reduce resource use and waste 

(6) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7). 

 ENV3 

 ENV6 

 ENV8 

 ENV9 

 EC4 



 

including increasing the use of aggregate captured from 

recycled construction material. 

 Ensuring that existing and new development is resource 

efficient. 

 There is a need to reduce the amount of waste sent to 

landfill sites, and find alternative methods of disposal. 

 Energy captured from waste should be increased. 

 Waste management will experience increased pressure 

on services to accommodate growth, supply new 

treatment facilities and minimise waste production 

overall. 

 Efforts should be made to treat and use contaminated 

land as a priority for restoration, provided its use won’t 

present a risk to health or the environment. 

Air 

 

Natural Resources and 

Climate 

 

Population and Human 

Health 

 

The Urban Environment 

Transport 

 High motor vehicle use, particularly in rural areas, 

stemming from a general dependency on the private car. 

 Use of transport, in the town in particular, and its growth 

in volume has impacts on human health through 

contributing to poorer air quality in urban areas. 

 There is an ongoing urgent need to encourage a modal 

shift in transport use away from private cars and into 

public transport, and to replace CO2 emitting modes 

with less polluting forms of transport. 

 General environmental amenity will be put under 

pressure from new development, particularly due to 

noise, air and water pollution. 

 Transport movements associated with minerals, waste 

and other service provision will need to be minimised. 

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions (3) 

 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 ENV1 

 ENV3 

 ENV5 

 ENV6 

 SOC2 

 SOC8 

 EC3 

Social    



 

Population and Human 

Health 

 

The Global Environment 

and Local Resources 

 

Natural Resources and 

Climate 

Population 

 Rising population through inward migration requires 

more homes, services and facilities. 

 Creation of unbalanced communities through: 

 Increasingly ageing population in rural areas 

 Increasingly younger population in the city; 

and, 

 Migration of families from the city towards the 

suburban and rural areas 

 Household sizes are becoming smaller as more people 

remain single for longer or become single, and as a 

result require more homes to cater for this trend. 

 In-migration of populations from other areas in the 

region, and nationally and internationally, is increasing 

the demand for housing, community facilities and 

services. 

 Reducing the environmental impact of individuals will be 

important in maintaining sustainable communities. 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2) 

 

Promote employment, learning, skills and innovation (5) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 

Provide decent, affordable and safe homes for all (10) 

 ENV6 

 ENV9 

 SOC1 

 SOC5 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC4 

Population and Human 

Health 

Deprivation 

 Deprivation affects certain sectors of the community in 

many different ways, including distinct variations 

between urban and rural areas. 

 Deprivation is generally heightened in urban areas, but 

also affects significant pockets of rural communities, 

where access may be a particular issue. 

 Reducing deprivation includes: 

 Education and attainment 

 Income deprivation 

 Health and environmental quality 

 Crime 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2) 

 

Provide decent, affordable and safe homes for all (10) 

 SOC1 

 SOC2 

 SOC3 

 SOC4 

 SOC5 

 SOC6 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC1 

 EC4 



 

 Social exclusion 

 Reducing levels of unemployment will help reduce 

poverty and inequality and improve home affordability. 

 If the house price – income ratio continues to widen, 

home owners will have less disposable income as 

mortgages/rents increase. 

Population and Human 

Health 

 

The Urban Environment 

Access to services 

 Population dispersal in the surrounding rural area has 

implications for accessing facilities, providing services 

for dispersed communities, and identifying a role for 

some settlements. 

 There is a pressing need to find the best location for new 

development to have access to services and facilities. 

 Services must be provided for an increasingly ageing 

population, and all services must take into account the 

rising levels of disability in the population. This includes 

building homes to lifetime homes standards as well as 

providing specialised accommodation. 

 Access to higher and further education establishments is 

problematic for pupils in more rural areas where public 

transport links are poor. Difficulties in accessibility 

should not be allowed to restrict training opportunities, 

as this would have economic impacts for the future. 

 As the population is rather dispersed, the roles of towns 

and local settlements will be important in order to cater 

for people’s needs. 

Promote employment, learning, skills and innovation (5) 

 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 ENV5 

 SOC1 

 SOC2 

 SOC3 

 SOC5 

 SOC6 

 SOC8 

Population and Human 

Health 

Health 

 The need to promote healthy lifestyles, particularly 

through the design of, and access to, new 

developments. 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 ENV3 

 ENV5 

 SOC2 

 SOC7 



 

 More health infrastructure, and better access to health 

facilities, is needed for all communities. 

 Addressing the links between lower levels of health and 

higher deprivation will help to reduce social inequalities. 

 Air Quality Management Areas should be mitigated and 

the impacts of congestion and localised emissions 

concentrations should be reduced through traffic 

management schemes. 

 Traffic can have negative health impacts across the area 

and these should be mitigated against, such as if the 

airport expands. 

 Providing permanent sites for Gypsy and traveller 

groups will lead to better access to health care facilities 

as well as education. 

 Localised health facilities, such as cottage hospitals, 

could be more viable and provide essential service to 

new growth, particularly in the rural areas, to relieve 

pressure on the major hospitals. 

 SOC8 

Population and Human 

Health 

 

The Urban Environment 

Crime 

 Some higher crime levels exist in the urban areas. 

 Improving community identity and welfare will be needed 

to help to reduce anti-social behaviour and increase the 

feel of local ownership of the area. 

 Reducing anti-social behaviour will be closely associated 

with managing the evening economy. 

 Building-up community cohesion will increase the 

viability of local community-based events and facilities, 

and improve local democracy and public participation in 

local elections and Parish planning. 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2)  SOC1 

 SOC5 

 SOC7 

 EC4 

Population and Human Leisure, culture and recreation Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2)  ENV5 



 

Health 

 

The Urban Environment 

 Need to provide access to a good range of cultural and 

leisure facilities, including improved access to the 

countryside and local green spaces. 

 Facilities for local play and interaction are needed to 

help build strong communities. 

 Access to cultural activity is very important for recreation 

and personal development and community integration. 

Adequate cultural provision, such as libraries, will be 

integral to sustainable communities and need to be 

planned for from the outset. 

 Lifelong learning can also utilise cultural facilities and 

provision of community centres where community 

capacity and neighbourhood identity can be promoted. 

 An emphasis on good design of new facilities will ensure 

that communities can benefit from improved standards 

and it will bring some more ‘identity’ and community 

involvement in the area. 

 Tourism can play an important part in building-up 

cultural awareness and also for providing jobs and 

business growth. Support should be given to local 

tourism-related development linking cultural, social and 

economic aspects. 

 Town and village centres should be retained and 

encouraged as a focus point or hub of community 

activity, particularly in response to local services and 

facilities being amalgamated or withdrawn from villages 

into larger settlements, affecting the viability of 

communities.  

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 

 SOC2 

 SOC5 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC1 

 EC2 

 EC4 

Population and Human 

Health 

Education 

 There are varying skill levels, and levels of educational 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2) 

 

 SOC1 

 SOC3 



 

 

The Urban Environment  

attainment across the area; generally lower levels are 

experienced in the urban area and amongst older 

people. 

 Ensuring the viability of educational services in rural 

areas will be increasingly difficult as populations in the 

area become collectively older. This has implications for 

facilities provision and the logistics and cost of 

transporting children to another school, but also for 

maintaining the existing high standards of educational 

achievement. 

 Opportunities for lifelong skills and training need to be 

encouraged in order to continue to ‘up-skill’ the overall 

workforce. 

 Links between lower educational attainment, workplace 

qualifications and deprivation need to be addressed. 

 As in-migration rises there may be a need to improve 

educational opportunities within communities. 

Promote employment, learning, skills and innovation (5) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 

 SOC5 

 SOC6 

 SOC8 

 EC2 

 EC4 

Population and Human 

Health 

Housing 

 There is a need to provide a sufficient and appropriate 

mix of housing types and tenures to meet the needs of 

all and reduce the number of households in unsuitable 

accommodation. 

 The most sustainable locations for a substantial number 

of new housing developments will need to be found, 

exact numbers of which must be planned for as arise 

from the Regional Spatial Strategy. 

 The need to improve the quality of new and existing 

housing stock. 

 There is an increasing gap between house prices and 

income levels. 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Reduce poverty and inequality and promote social inclusion (2) 

 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 

Provide decent, affordable and safe homes for all (10) 

 ENV1 

 ENV5 

 ENV6 

 ENV7 

 ENV8 

 ENV9 

 SOC1 

 SOC2 

 SOC4 

 SOC5 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC4 



 

 The affordability of new housing stock needs to be at a 

level that will ensure that local communities and key 

workers can access their local housing markets. 

 The potential for providing new affordable homes must 

be maximised in each development proposal. 

 Gypsies and Travellers should also benefit from a 

measured provision of sites across Broadland and be 

treated equally. 

 More effective use of the existing housing stock, such as 

returning vacant homes to beneficial use, could increase 

access to housing. 

Population and Human 

Health 

Transport and accessibility 

 Improving access to jobs, services and facilities by 

public transport and reducing the need to travel by 

private car. 

 Providing appropriate transport infrastructure 

 Improving the accessibility to services and facilities for 

those who wish to walk and cycle. 

 There is a need to improve the opportunities to walk and 

cycle and use open space provisions as a means of 

recreation and for leading a more sustainable lifestyle. 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 ENV1 

 ENV3 

 ENV6 

 SOC1 

 SOC2 

 SOC3 

 SOC6 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC3 

 EC4 

Economic    

Population and Human 

Health 

 

The Global Environment 

and Local Resources 

Growth 

 There is generally diverse, successful and growing 

economy focused mainly towards the city of Norwich. 

 There is a focus of employment provision in the city, with 

a smaller, growing importance of areas outside the city. 

 Currently, there is an emphasis towards large employers 

being located in the city, and small employers in 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

Move goods and people sustainably (8) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 SOC1 

 SOC3 

 SOC6 

 SOC8 

 EC1 

 EC2 

 EC3 



 

Broadland. This may suggest a need to improve 

diversity of employers across the economy. 

 Maintaining high levels of employment and improving 

the ability of local populations and those with fewer 

qualifications to access employment markets. 

 Where agricultural viability declines, diversification and 

indigenous investment needs support in the rural 

economies. 

 Locating employment growth in the most sustainable 

locations will be a key factor for a prosperous economy. 

 Increasing the provision of jobs in local areas will 

increase local economic growth and prosperity, so local 

jobs provision should be encouraged that can also offer 

vocational training opportunities. 

 Allocations for new jobs, as required under the Regional 

Spatial Strategy must be provided for in the most 

sustainable locations. 

 Diversification and extension of the tourism base across 

the area. 

 Promotion of tourism development whilst protecting the 

important landscapes, environment and cultural heritage 

of Broadland and the Broads area. 

 EC4 

Natural Resources and 

Climate 

 

The Global Environment 

and Local Resources 

Resources 

 Domestic and business waste management, including 

waste minimisation, increased recycling and resource 

efficiency improvements, such as energy generation and 

recovery. 

 Maximising opportunities for economic growth and 

employment through new waste management facilities. 

 Promotion of sustainable energy technologies. 

Promote sustainable growth within environmental limits (1) 

 

Increase resource efficiency and reduce resource use and waste 

(8) 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the region’s natural and built 

environment (7) 

 ENV6 

 ENV8 

 ENV9 

 SOC7 

 SOC8 

 EC2 

 EC3 

 EC4 



 

 Enabling sustainable production and consumption. 

 Agriculture provides a resource for the Broadland 

economy and its ability to compete in the national and 

regional sector needs to be supported. 

 An environmentally-sustainable economy can be 

developed through a general reduction in food and 

business mile generation, improved energy savings, 

development of the renewable energy sector, and 

through enterprises such as eco-tourism. 

Population and Human 

Health 

Skills 

 There is an unbalanced workforce, as graduates take up 

intermediate jobs and so present difficulties for those 

with lower qualifications to access jobs. 

 Improving the levels of educational attainment amongst 

school-leavers will be a vital part of improving the skills 

and training of the Broadland workforce. 

 The knowledge economy needs to be able to develop an 

environmentally-friendly sector that helps provide 

localised training to provide skills for creating 

sustainable communities, such as sustainable 

construction skills. 

Promote employment, learning, skills and innovation (5)  SOC1 

 SOC3 

 SOC6 

 SOC8 

 EC1 

 EC2 

 EC4 

Population and Human 

Health 

Transport Infrastructure 

 Access to jobs needs to be improved, particularly for 

those in rural areas where local employment 

opportunities may not be so readily available. 

 Providing job opportunities closer to the centres of 

population, particularly in the rural areas, will be 

important in reducing the dependency on the private car, 

reducing the need to travel, and building community 

cohesion. 

More goods and people sustainably (8) 

 

Meet the needs of the changing regional demographic (9) 

 ENV1 

 ENV3 

 ENV5 

 ENV6 

 SOC8 

 EC1 

 EC2 

 EC3 



 

 Links to regional, national and international transport 

networks should be maximised for their ability to bring 

growth and investment. 
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5.0 Task A4 – Developing the Sustainability Appraisal 

Framework 

A framework of objectives, key questions for decision-making criteria, and indicators 

have been developed to cover the broad range of environmental, social and economic 

factors arising from the characterisation and issues assessment. Together, these form 

the basis of the Sustainability Appraisal matrix that will be used to assess the emerging 

options and policies as they are developed. The appraisal process examines the 

effects and implications of policy over short, medium, and long-term time-scales, and 

considers the cumulative impacts that might arise as one or more policies are put 

together. The appraisal will be able to offer a summary of the possible environmental, 

social and economic effects. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives are used to guide a strategy’s creation, to assess 

the viability of a proposal in being as sustainable as possible. These objectives are 

based on those suggested in Government guidance, and are tailored from findings of 

the policy review, baseline characterisation and identification of issues. As part of the 

framework, they will clarify where there are any conflicts between the aims for 

achieving sustainability and the policies in the plans. 

The Broadland ‘Site Allocations and Area Action Plan’ Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 

Report identified a large number of key sustainability issues and objectives which are 

relevant to the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. The Sustainability Appraisal objectives 

largely reflect those suggested in the Government guidance, and are grouped under 

the broad headings of “environmental, social, economic” in the list below. These were 

used to form the basis of this Sustainability Appraisal Framework. 

Table 7: Proposed Sustainability Appraisal Objectives for Sprowston 

These objectives are the same as those identified for the Broadland Joint Core 

Strategy 

 Environmental Objectives: 

ENV1 To reduce the effect of traffic on the environment 

ENV2 To improve the quality of the water environment  

ENV3 To improve environmental amenity, including air quality 

ENV4 To maintain and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity 

ENV5 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes, townscapes and the 
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historic environment 

ENV6 To adapt to and mitigate against the impacts of climate change 

ENV7 To avoid, reduce and manage flood risk 

ENV8 To provide for sustainable use and sources of water supply 

ENV9 To make the best use of resources, including land and energy and to minimise 

waste production 

 Social Objectives: 

SOC1 To reduce poverty and social exclusion 

SOC2 To maintain and improve the health of the whole population and promote 

healthy lifestyles 

SOC3 To improve education and skills 

SOC4 To provide the opportunity to live in a decent, suitable and affordable home 

SOC5 To build community identity, improve social welfare, and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity 

SOC6 To offer more opportunities for rewarding and satisfying employment for all 

SOC7 To improve the quality of where people live 

SOC8 To improve accessibility to essential services, facilities and jobs 

 Economic Objectives: 

EC1 To encourage sustained economic growth 

EC2 To encourage and accommodate both indigenous and inward investment 

EC3 To encourage efficient patterns of movement in support of economic growth 

EC4 To improve the social and environmental performance of the economy 

 

The framework above will need to be applied to Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

policies; to ensure that the choices made best contribute to the achievement of these 

Sustainability Appraisal objectives. 

During the appraisal process, the Sustainability Appraisal objectives are complemented 

by a series of decision-making criteria key questions. These suggest to the policy writer 

some important considerations that should be included within the assessment of 

emerging policy. These questions do not necessarily require individual answers and 

commentary but rather seek to prompt lines of enquiry. 

Objectives are accompanied by a number of indicators that offer an insight into how 

trends have recently been experienced. They will measure how closely policies are 

able to achieve their wider aims, as well as suggesting targets for a policy to work 
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towards. Indicators will offer comparisons between the local data and wider picture, a 

‘comparator value’. 

Appendix 4 contains the Sustainability Appraisal Framework as an assessment matrix. 

Each of the objectives is listed alongside the decision-making criteria and indicators. As 

an assessment is made, the likely effects are considered and noted in the framework, 

in accordance with the rating system of ‘positive’ or ‘negative’ or ‘uncertain’ effects. As 

well as providing a summary of the effects, the Framework also provides 

recommendations for how each policy option can be improved or their negative effects 

lessened. 

In addition, the compatibility of the Sustainability Appraisal Objectives can be 

considered to identify possible tensions in the assessment, such as those seeking to 

preserve land and those advocating growth (as seen in Appendix 3). 
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6.0 Task A5 – Consulting on the Scope of the 

Sustainability Appraisal 

The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report will be open to comment from various 

stakeholders with an interest in the effects of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. It is 

important to ensure that key organisations are able to play a part in the ongoing 

Sustainability Appraisal process and help the emerging development plans take into 

account the wide variety of factors identified through the scoping process. In 

accordance with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive, the Scoping 

Report will be available for consultation for a minimum of five weeks, and will be 

specifically open to consultation by three statutory bodies, and others as deemed 

appropriate. 

The three statutory bodies consulted on the Scope of the Sustainability Appraisal will 

be: 

 Natural England 

 English Heritage 

 Environment Agency 

In addition, the Scoping Report will be sent to: 

 Broadland District Council 

 Norfolk County Council 

 Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

 The Woodland Trust 

The document shall also be available on the internet for public viewing. 

The framework devised through the Scoping Report will play a significant role in 

developing policies within the emerging Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. Its application 

will be documented in a Sustainability Appraisal Report; this report will document how 

the Sustainability Appraisal process has been accounted for throughout the 

development of the different policy options considered during the production of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1: Review of Relevant Plans, Programmes and Policies (in addition to those 

reviewed in the Broadland Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal) 

Table 8: Review of additional relevant plans, programmes and policies (in addition to those reviewed in the Broadland Joint Core 

Strategy Sustainability Appraisal) 
Document Title Key Relevant Objectives Key Relevant Targets and 

Indicators 

Implications for Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Issues for Sustainability Appraisal 

NATIONAL     

Air Quality Strategy for England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland (2007) 

Further improve air quality in the UK 

into the long term. As well as direct 

benefits to public health, the options 

are intended to provide important 

benefits to quality of life and help to 

protect the environment. 

The current policy framework and 

the legislative requirement to meet 

EU air quality limit values 

everywhere in the UK tends to direct 

attention to localised hotspot areas 

of pollution (where the objectives are 

not met). 

 Encourage a reduction in air 

pollutants. 

 Contribution to reducing air 

pollution and improving air 

quality 

Meeting the Energy Challenge A 

White Paper on Energy (2007) 

Seeking to meet the challenges; 

 Tackling climate change by 

reducing carbon dioxide 

emissions both within the UK 

and abroad; and 

 Ensuring secure, clean and 

 Promotion of sustainable energy.  Contribution to sustainable 

energy development and use 

 



 

affordable energy as we 

become increasingly 

dependent on imported fuel. 

National Planning Policy Framework Sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England and how these 

are expected to be applied. 

 The NPPF is fundamental to the 

process of preparing LDDs. 

Implications across SA. 

Planning Policy Statement: eco-

towns. Supplement to Planning 

Policy Statement 1 (July 2009) 

The PPS sets out a range of 

minimum standards which are more 

challenging and stretching than 

would normally be required for new 

development. The standards act to 

ensure that eco-towns are 

exemplars of good practice and 

provide a showcase for sustainable 

living and allow Government, 

business and communities to work 

together to develop greener, low 

carbon living. The design of eco-

towns should take full account of the 

impact on local eco-systems, 

mitigating negative impacts as far as 

possible and maximising 

opportunities to enhance their local 

environments. 

A number of expected standards for 

such a settlement have been set out 

within the document, including 

specific requirements such as:  

 A new settlement of a minimum 

of 5,000 homes 

 Homes to achieve Building for 

Life Silver Standard and Level 

4 of the Code for Sustainable 

Homes at a minimum, 

 zero carbon, 

 provide for at least 30 percent 

affordable housing, 

 40% of area allocated to green 

space. 

Provide for development that is 

sustainable as regards location, 

layout and design and meets the 

needs of the community. 

An eco-community should meet all 

or as many of sustainability 

appraisal objectives of the LDF and 

Core Strategy as is practically 

possible. 

 

An eco-community should meet all 

or as many of sustainability 

appraisal objectives as is practically 

possible, including:  

 Accessibility of development 

 Contribution to more 

sustainable modes of travel 

 Contribution to energy 

efficiency 

 Contribution to use of 

renewable/low carbon energy 

 Risks of flooding 

 Contribution to housing 

provision 

 Contribution to affordable 

housing 

 Contribution to economic 

provision 

 Sustainability of development 

locations 

 Contribution to strategic 

infrastructure 

 Contribution to sustainable 

transport infrastructure 



 

 Contribution to social 

infrastructure 

 Protection of and contribution 

to green infrastructure 

 Contribution to accessibility for 

all 

 Contribution to cultural diversity 

 Contribution to regeneration 

and renewal 

 Contribution to community 

involvement 

 Impact on environmental assets 

 Impact on / enhancement of 

countryside and the 

environment 

The State of the Countryside Report 

(2008) 

Provides a health check, key themes 

and challenges faced by rural 

England. 

 To develop policies which recognise 

the rural nature of parts of 

Broadland. 

 Accessibility of services 

 Contribution to more 

sustainable modes of travel 

 Contribution to community 

involvement 

 Contribution to affordable 

housing 

 Impact on environmental assets 

 Impact on / enhancement of 

countryside and the 

environment 

REGIONAL     

East of England Plan: The Revision 

to the Regional Spatial Strategy for 

the East of England (2008) 

 To reduce the region’s impact 

on, and exposure to, effects of 

climate change. 

  Locate development so as to 

reduce the need for travel 

 Effect a major shift in travel 

 Accessibility of development 

 Contribution to more 

sustainable modes of travel 



 

 To address housing shortages 

in the region. 

 To realise the economic 

potential of the region and its 

people. 

 To improve the quality of life for 

the region’s people. 

 To improve and conserve the 

region’s environment 

away from car use towards 

public transport, walking and 

cycling, 

 Maximise the energy efficiency 

of development and promoting 

the use of renewable and low 

carbon energy sources, 

 Reduce the risk of adverse 

impact of flooding on people, 

property and wildlife habitats, 

 Secure the delivery of 

additional housing (particularly 

in the Key Centres for 

Development and Change), 

 Give priority to the provision of 

affordable housing to meet 

identified needs, 

 Facilitate the development 

needed to support business, 

improving skills and widening 

opportunities, 

 Provide job growth, broadly 

matching increases in housing 

provision, and improve the 

alignment between the 

locations of workplaces and 

homes, 

 Maintain and strengthen inter-

regional connections, 

 Ensure adequate and 

 Contribution to energy 

efficiency 

 Contribution to use of 

renewable / low carbon energy 

 Risks of flooding 

 Contribution to housing 

provision 

 Contribution to affordable 

housing 

 Contribution to economic 

provision 

 Sustainability of development 

locations 

 Contribution to strategic 

infrastructure 

 Contribution to sustainable 

transport infrastructure 

 Contribution to social 

infrastructure 

 Protection of and contribution 

to green infrastructure 

 Contribution to accessibility for 

all 

 Contribution to cultural diversity 

 Contribution to regeneration 

and renewal 

 Contribution to community 

involvement 

 Impact on environmental assets 

 Impact on / enhancement of 



 

sustainable transport 

infrastructure, 

 Ensure new development fulfils 

the principles of sustainable 

communities, providing a well 

designed living environment 

adequately supported by social 

and green infrastructure, 

 Promote social cohesion by 

improving access to work, 

services and other facilities, 

especially for those who are 

disadvantaged, 

 Maintain cultural diversity and 

address the distinctive needs of 

different areas, 

 Promote regeneration and 

renewal of disadvantaged 

areas, 

 Increase community 

involvement in implementation, 

 Ensure the protection and 

enhancement of environmental 

assets, including the built and 

historic environment, landscape 

and water, 

 Re-use previously developed 

land, and seek environmental 

as well as development gains 

from the use of undeveloped 

countryside and the 

environment 



 

land, 

 Protect, and where appropriate, 

enhance biodiversity through 

the protection of habitats and 

species and through creating 

new habitats through 

development, 

 Provide a network of multi-

function accessible green 

space, 

 Reduce the demand for and 

use of water and other natural 

resources, and reduce waste 

and increase the sustainable 

management of waste. 

Sustainable Futures: Integrated 

Sustainability Framework for the 

East of England (2009) 

East of England Sustainable 

Development Objectives:  

 Promote sustainable growth 

within environmental limits 

 Reduce poverty and inequality 

and promote social inclusion 

 Reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions 

 Adapt to the impacts of climate 

change 

 Promote employment, learning, 

skills and innovation 

 Increase resource efficiency 

and reduce resource use and 

waste 

 

 

 Promote sustainable 

development, including location 

 Protect and enhance 

environmental assets, 

 Promote resource and energy 

efficiency 

 Improve access to jobs, 

services and facilities for all. 

Implications across SA 



 

 Conserve, restore and enhance 

the region’s natural and built 

environment 

 Move goods and people 

sustainably 

 Meet the needs of the changing 

regional demographic 

 Provide decent, affordable and 

safe homes for all 

Regional Spatial Strategy, Single 

Issue Review – Planning for Gypsy 

and Traveller Accommodation in the 

East of England (2008) 

Identifies a need to establish the 

best available evidence and to use 

professional judgement to 

recommend how it should inform 

policy regarding assessing Gypsy 

and Traveller accommodation 

needs. 

Draft Policy H4 stated that provision 

should be made for at least 1,187 

net additional residential pitches 

over the period 2006-11. An addition 

of some 66% to the estimated 

number of authorised pitches at 

January 2006. 

Develop policies that address the 

identified need for Gypsy and 

Traveller communities across the 

district. 

 

 Reduce poverty and social 

exclusion 

 Maintain and improve health 

and well being 

 Improve education and skills, 

 Provide the opportunity to live 

in a decent, suitable and 

affordable home, 

 Build community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

 Improve accessibility to 

essential services, facilities and 

jobs. 

LOCAL     

Tomorrow’s Norfolk, Today’s 

Challenge – A Climate Change 

Strategy for Norfolk (2008) 

To cut carbon emissions by reducing 

energy consumption and promoting 

a shift to low-carbon technology 

(mitigation) 

To improve Norfolk’s resilience to 

the changing climate, including 

reduction of the socio-economic and 

Norfolk LAA target is a 11% 

reduction in CO2 emissions across 

Norfolk by 2011. 

LAA target is to reach Level 3 of the 

Government’s performance 

framework by 2011. 

Consider the means for reducing 

emissions and designing / locating 

development that deals with the 

risks from climate change 

 Contribution to reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions 

 Contribution to sustainable 

energy development and use, 

 Risks of flooding, 

 Contribution to enhanced 

biodiversity, 



 

environmental risks associated with 

flooding and coastal erosion 

(adaptation) 

 Contribution to more 

sustainable modes of travel, 

 Minimising waste production 

Norfolk Action – Norfolk’s Local Area 

Agreement 2008-11 (2008) 

This Local Area Agreement takes 

the Sustainable Community Strategy 

of Norfolk County Strategic 

Partnership (Norfolk Ambition) and 

looks to deliver its long term vision. 

Using national and local indicators 

as monitoring tools. 

Maintain and enhance the elements 

that contribute to the quality of life of 

residents. 

 Improve the quality of where 

people live 

 Maintenance and improvement 

of the health of the population 

 Improve accessibility to 

essential services and facilities  

 Encourage local community 

identity, good behaviour and 

co-operative attitudes 

 Maximise the use of renewable 

energy solutions and reduce 

contributions to climate change 

 Reduce vulnerability to climate 

change 

 Improve education and skills of 

population. 

Joint Core Strategy for Broadland, 

Norwich and South Norfolk, Public 

Consultation Document (Regulation 

25) (March 2009) 

Sets out long term the development 

strategy and policies for the District 

up to 2026. 

Identify sites for at least 47,500 new 

homes between 2001 and 2026. 

Target for growth in employment to 

provide 33,000 new jobs between 

2008 and 2026. 

The Joint Core Strategy is a key 

plan within the Local Development 

Framework (LDF) for Broadland, that 

should set out the overall vision for 

the Greater Norwich area, including 

Broadland. 

All SA objectives from Joint Core 

Strategy apply. 

GNDP, Green Infrastructure 

Strategy (2007) 

Looks to establish a strategy for 

green infrastructure that will 

complement and support good 

quality housing and substantial 

economic growth by providing high 

Proposed Action Plan of potential 

projects to deliver the strategy. 

Protect, and where appropriate, 

enhance biodiversity through the 

protection of habitats and species 

and through creating new habitats 

through development. 

 Protection of and contribution 

to green infrastructure 

 Impact on environmental assets 

 Impact on / enhancement of 

countryside and the 



 

quality, accessible green 

infrastructure within a 

comprehensive landscape structure; 

promoting ecological networks and 

continuity and links between 

habitats; improving quality of life; 

helping to address climate change; 

improving access to habitats and 

greenspace; and encouraging 

community well being. 

environment 

 Mitigate potential adverse 

affects on climate change 

Draft Greater Norwich Economic 

Strategy 2009-2014 

Define priorities for economic 

development in Greater Norwich for 

a five year period. 

  Improve access to jobs, 

facilities and services for all 

 Protect and enhance the 

natural and built environment 

 Encourage economic 

development 

 Promote sustainable 

development 

 Contribution to economic 

provision 

 Sustainability of development 

locations 

 Contribution to strategic 

infrastructure 

 Contribution to sustainable 

transport infrastructure 

 Contribution to accessibility for 

all 

 Contribution to regeneration 

and renewal 

 Protection of and contribution 

to green infrastructure 

 Encouraging cultural diversity 

Partnership of Norfolk District 

Councils – Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment (2008) 

Ensure that flood risk is taken into 

account at all stages in the planning 

process to avoid inappropriate 

development in areas at risk of 

flooding, and to direct development 

 Consider the implications of flood 

risk for development, avoiding risks 

where possible and enabling 

improvements 

 Avoid, reduce and manage 

flood risk 



 

away from areas at highest risk. 

Where new development is, 

exceptionally, necessary in such 

areas, policy aims to make it safe 

without increasing flood risk 

elsewhere and where possible, 

reducing flood risk overall. 

Broadland Community Plan – 

Update to the Broadland Community 

Partnership Community Strategy 

2004-2014 (2008) 

Update on the Broadland 

Community Plan 2004. 

The people in Broadland will:  

 Feel safer in their communities 

 Have access to facilities and 

services they need 

 Live in a place where the 

special character of the 

countryside, natural and built 

environment is valued 

 Be able to make informed 

choices about their own health 

 Have choices about their 

homes appropriate to their 

needs 

 Benefit from a thriving economy 

 Be able to develop to their full 

potential 

 Be living a more sustainable 

lifestyle 

 Be proud of where they live and 

have more opportunities to be 

involved in shaping decisions 

  Promote a safe environment 

 Improve access to jobs, 

facilities and services for all 

 Protect and enhance the 

natural and built environment 

 Consider issues of health and 

the promotion of a healthy 

environment and provision of 

facilities 

 Provide for housing 

requirements (for all sectors of 

the population) 

 Encourage economic 

development 

 Provide for educational 

requirements 

 Promote sustainable 

development 

 Promote local character and 

diversity 

 Contribution to a safe 

environment 

 Contribution to accessibility 

 Impact on / enhancement of the 

environment 

 Contribution to healthy 

environment and provision of 

facilities 

 Contribution to housing 

provision 

 Contribution to economic 

provision 

 Contribution to educational 

provision 

 Contribution to sustainability 

 Contribution to local character 

and diversity 



 

and taking action to improve 

quality of life 

Broadland Play – Children’s Play 

Strategy 

To guide development of play areas 

in the district to provide benefits 

such as;  

 Equitable distribution of play 

areas, 

 Attractive, well designed and 

safe play areas for children and 

young people, 

 Areas for young people to 

meet, 

 Consultation with children and 

young people on provision of 

new or rehabilitation of existing 

play areas, 

 Easy access to play areas for 

more residents, 

 Improved access to play 

facilities for disabled children 

and people from other 

disadvantaged sections of the 

community. 

 

  Recognise the health and 

social benefits of play 

 Maintain and improve the 

health of whole population and 

improve healthy lifestyle 

 Contribution to accessibility for 

all 

Broadland Youth Engagement 

Strategy 

To help and inform young people of 

what the Council is doing and 

thinking of doing, and having their 

views on this listened to, together 

with training the young people to 

help them play a role in the Councils 

  Increase community 

involvement in implementation 

 Contribution to community 

involvement 

 Contribution to accessibility for 

all 



 

work. Provide events and projects 

that young people have said they 

want. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD     

No Plans, Programmes or Strategies 

identified at this level 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 2: Baseline Information for Sprowston 

Table 9: Baseline Information for Sprowston 

This is based on the Broadland district level baseline information with some additions relevant to Sprowston (in red). Where no data is available 

for values, trends and targets, the Broadland data is used instead. 

SA Objective Indicator Broadland Value Trends Comparison Value Target Comments 

Environmental Baseline      

ENV1: 

% of residents who travel to 

work 

a. By private motor vehicle 

b. By public transport 

c. By foot or cycle 

d. Work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: 2001 Census 

2001: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.6 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 

a. 68.39 

b. 9.68 

c. 14.15 

d. 7.39 

No data available at present 

 

East of England 2001: 

a. 65.8 

b. 11.3 

c. 12.9 

d. 9.4 

Sprowston Comparison 

Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.6 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

 

a. decrease 

b. increase 

c. increase 

d. increase 

 

 

 

 

ENV2: 

% of river length assessed as 

good or better: 

a. Overall Status; 

b. Ecological Status; 

c. Biological Status; 

d. General Physio-Chem 

Status; 

2011: 

a. 26 

b. 0.1 

c. 8 

d. 79 

e. 17.6 

 

Data previously derived from 

General Quality Assessment 

(GQA) scheme. Trends not 

recorded here. 

Progress under WFD river 

classification assessment 

scheme will be reviewed in 

2015 by Environment 

Anglian River Basin  

2009: 

a. Good or better:  

a. Overall status: 18% 

England 

(Good or better): 

a. Overall status 

a. 2009: 27% 

To increase the proportion of 

Broadland Rivers classified 

as ‘good or better’. 

Broadland Rivers are below 

England’s overall status. 

Need to continue to improve 

the water quality of 

Broadland Rivers, 

particularly the ecological 

status. 



 

e. Chemical class 

Source: Environment Agency 

(WFD River Classifications) 

Agency. 

 

b. 2010: 27% 

c. 2011: 28% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to Environment 

Agency advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority AMR 

2010/11: 

None 

 

There have been no 

approvals against EA advice 

since reporting began in 

2004. 

N/A 

 

To have no applications 

permitted contrary to EA 

advice. 

 

Recent new developments 

have not had a significant 

impact on water quality. 

 

ENV3: 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management Areas 

(AQMAs). 

Source: Defra 

2010/11: 0 

 

AQMAs have been 

indentified since 1997. 

2007/08: 1 – Upper 

Hellesdon, A140/A1042. 

Nitrogen Dioxide levels of 

concern. 

2008/09: 1 

2009/10: 0 

There are 6 Air Quality 

Management Areas in 

Norfolk. 

 

To remove the need for Air 

Quality Management Areas 

in the long-term. 

 

AQMA designation has been 

removed. 

 

Concentrations of selected air 

pollutants (µg/m3): 

a. annual average 

concentrations of Nitrogen 

Dioxide (NO2); 

b. annual average particulate 

matter levels (PM10) 

Source: LPA 

2010/11: 

a. 8.2
45

 

b. 16.6 

 

2009/10: 

a. 8.5
45

 

b. 16.7 

2008/09: 

a. 9.7
44

 

b. 17.2 

Overall air quality is 

improving as concentrations 

of NO2 have decreased and 

particulate levels have 

decreased slightly. 

N/A 

 

To reduce levels of air 

pollution overall. 

 

Forecasts show that 

pollutant levels should 

improve, particularly for 

Nitrogen Dioxide. 

 

ENV4: 

Net change in condition of SSSIs 

– percentage of SSSIs in 

Broadland 2011/12: 76.69% 

 

Broadland 2010/11: 84% 

Broadland 2009/10: 77% 

Broadland 2008/09: 50% 

East of England: 

2012: 94% 

Norfolk County: 

PSA Target: 95% of SSSIs 

in ‘favourable’ or 

‘unfavourable recovering’ 

Broadland: Status of site 

below national and regional 

figures due to the condition 



 

‘favourable’ or ‘ unfavourable 

recovering’ condition. 

Source: Natural England 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk 

Broadland 2007/08: 46% 

 

2012: 96% 

England: 

2012: 98% 

2009: 84.69% 

2006: 72% 

condition by 2010. 

. 

of the River Wensum but the 

status has improved 

considerably since 2007/08. 

 

% of SSSIs are in: 

a. Favourable condition 

b. Unfavourable recovering 

c. Unfavourable no change 

d. Unfavourable declining 

e. Destroyed/part destroyed 

Source: Natural England 

No SSSIs within Growth 

Triangle. 

Broadland 2011/12 

a. 22.54 

b. 60.12 

c. 10.28 

d. 7.06 

e. 0 

 

Broadland 2010/11 

a. 12.29 

b. 72.15 

c. 9.31 

d. 6.25 

e. 0 

Broadland 2009/10 

a. 12.28 

b. 64.45 

c. 15.62 

d. 7.65 

e. 0 

Broadland 2008/09 

a. 9.87 

b. 39.91 

c. 32.89 

d. 17.33 

e. 0 

Broadland 2007/08 

a. 9.22 

b. 37.16 

c. 34.33 

d. 19.28 

e. 0 

(Local Authority 

N/A 

 

See Broadland PSA Target 

above. 

 

Broadland: see above. 

 



 

AMR/Natural England) 

Net change in County Wildlife 

Sites in ‘Positive Conservation 

Management’ - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

2011: 

59% 

 

Sprowston Value: 

2011/12: 100% 

 

2010: 53% 

2009: 53% 

2008: 53% 

 

Sprowston Trends: 

2010/11: 100% 

2009/10: 50% 

2008/09: 50% 

2007/08: 50% 

 

 

Norfolk total 

2009: 50% 

2008: 46% 

 

Provisional targets for 

Norfolk: 

2010/11: 64% 

2009/10: 57% 

2008/09: 51% 

 

Sprowston Comments: 

Tollshill Wood (2021) is fully 

within Sprowston Parish; 

Ladies Wood, Church Carr 

and Springs (1398) is partly 

in Sprowston Parish, and; 

Paine’s Yard Wood (1392), 

Mousehold Heath (1469) 

and Race Course Plantation 

(2041) are outside but 

adjacent to the Sprowston 

Parish boundary. 

ENV5: 

Heritage at risk – Number of: 

a. Listed Buildings; and, 

b. Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the Buildings at 

Risk register 

Source: English Heritage 

(Buildings at Risk 2011) & Local 

Authority reports 

2011/12: 

a. 37 

b. 2 

Sprowston Value: 

a. 0 

b. 0 

2010/11: 

a. 31 

b. 2 

2009/10: 

No data 

2008: 

a. 54 

b. 3 

2007: 

a. 51 

b. 0 

2006: 

a. 54 

b. 2 

 

Nationally, 2011: 3.1% of 

Grade I and II* buildings on 

the ‘at risk’ register. 

- 

East of England buildings at 

risk 2010: 1.8%. 

Sprowston Comparison 

Value: 

Broadland 2011/12: 

a. 37 

b. 2 

 

To decrease buildings and 

monuments on the ‘at risk’ 

register. 

 

3.8% of Broadlands listed 

building stock in 2011/12 is 

considered to be at risk, 

higher than the national 

average. 

Within the Growth Triangle 

boundary there are 6 listed 

buildings, 2 of which are at 

risk. There are no scheduled 

ancient monuments within 

the GAT parishes. 

Sprowston Comments: 

None of Sprowston’s listed 

building stock is currently 

considered to be at risk. 

There are 8 listed buildings 

and structures, and; no 



 

scheduled ancient 

monuments. 

Net change in the number of 

Tree Preservation Orders 

(TPOs). 

Source: Local Authority reports. 

2010/11: 95 

 

2009/10: 48 

2008/09: 35 

2007/08: 20 

 

None available at present 

 

No TPO trees to be lost in 

the Growth Triangle as a 

result of development. 

Sprowston Target: 

No TPO trees to be lost in 

the Sprowston Parish as a 

result of development. 

TPOs indicate the extent of 

development pressures on 

the heritage of each District. 

Sprowston Comments: 

There are a number of TPOs 

within Sprowston Parish and 

along the Parish boundary. 

Relative changes in the different 

characters of the landscape as 

part of the Countryside Quality 

Counts assessment 

Source: Countryside Quality 

Counts project 

http://countryside-qulaity-

counts.org.uk/ 

Headline Indicator 1999-

2003 

Character maintained in 

landscape areas that fall 

within Broadland and 

character enhanced in The 

Broads landscape area. 

 

N/A 

 

Nationally between 1999 

and 2003, existing 

landscape character was 

maintained in 51% of 

England’s landscapes and 

enhanced in a further 10%. 

Loss of character was 

shown in 20% of 

landscapes. 

 

To enhance the quality of 

landscapes as much as 

possible. 

 

Nationally, ‘Woodland and 

trees’, ‘Semi-natural 

habitats’ and River and 

coastal features’ were 

generally stable across the 

majority of character areas, 

whereas ‘Boundary features’ 

and ‘Historic features’ 

generally showed signs of 

being neglected. 

Sprowston Comments: 

The currently undeveloped 

areas in the far north of the 

parish are in Landscape 

Character Type E. Part of 

this area is located within 

Landscape Character Area 

E3 (Spixworth Wooded 

Estatelands) and the other 

part of it is located within 

Landscape Character Area 



 

E4 (Rackheath and 

Salhouse Wooded 

Estatelands). 

ENV6 

Total CO2 emissions per capita 

(tonnes carbon equivalent). 

Source: Norfolk Climate Change 

Strategy 2008 

2009/10: 

5.7 

 

2008/09: 6.1 

2007/08: 6.2 

2006: 6.4 

 

UK National average: 7.4 

tonnes/capita 

 

To reduce the overall carbon 

emissions. 

 

CO2 emissions produced are 

decreasing. 

 

Renewable energy generating 

capacity installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority AMRs 

2010/11: 

Wind: 20Kw 

Solar PV: 91MW+
5
 

Hydro: 0MW 

Biomass: 0.2MW 

 

2009/10: 

Wind: 0.3Kw 

Solar: unknown 

Hydro: 0MW 

Biomass: 1MW 

2008/09: 

Wind: 12Kw 

Solar: unkown 

Hydro: 0MW 

Biomass: 1MW 

East of England 2009: 10% 

electricity from renewables 

East of England 2006: 

generated 4.5% of electricity 

from renewables 

 

Regionally, 10% of electricity 

to come from renewable 

sources by 2010 (14% 

counting off-shore) and 20% 

by 2020 (44% counting 

offshore). 

 

Generation of renewable 

energy is increasing. 

There are no major 

renewable sites at present, 

and decentralised low 

carbon developments may 

prove influential in the future. 

 

ENV7: 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to Environment 

Agency advice on flood risk (and 

Norfolk County Council, for 

surface water flood risk on 

developments under 1ha in 

Flood Zone 1). 

Source: Local Authority AMR. 

2009/10: None 

 

There have been no 

approvals against EA advice 

since reporting began in 

2004 

 

N/A 

 

To have no development 

that is permitted without 

being to the satisfaction of 

the EA. 

 

Every effort is made to 

minimise the reasons for EA 

objection and to amend 

proposals where possible. 

 

Number of dwellings permitted 

within the high risk flood areas 

(Environment Agency Flood 

2010/11: None 

 

2009/10: 0 

2008/09: 0 

2007/08: 0 

 To have no development in 

high risk flood areas. 

 

 



 

Zones 2 and 3) 

Source: LPA 

 

ENV8: 

Daily domestic water use (per 

capita consumption litres). 

Source: Local Authority AMR 

2004: 131 Litres 

 

Data not available at the 

district level. Figures refer to 

the Norwich and Broads 

Water Resource Zone which 

provides the most 

appropriate proxy area. 

GNDP Area 

2010/11: 144.5 

2009/10: 142.7 

2008/09: 148.1 

2007/08: 141 

National average  

2008/09: 150 litres per day 

2007/08: 127 litres per day 

(Metered housholds) 

 

Overall decrease per 

person. 

 

Domestic water consumption 

below national average but 

higher than the consumption 

rate of metered households. 

 

ENV9: 

Dwellings built on previously 

developed land or as 

conversions. 

Source: Local Authority AMR. 

2010/11: 

45% 

 

2009/10: 65% 

2008/09: 75% 

2007/08: 67% 

2005/06: 54% 

2004/05: 39% 

 

East of England average. 

2005/06: 71% 

 

60% of all development to 

be on Previously Developed 

Land 

 

There has been an 

improvement in the 

proportion of dwellings built 

on previously developed 

land, except in 2010/11 

which is below the national 

target. 

% new dwellings completed at: 

a. Less than 30 per hectare; 

b. 30-50 per hectare; and, 

c. More than 50 per hectare. 

Source: Local Authority AMR 

2010/11: 

a. 47.3% 

b. 36.7% 

c. 16% 

 

2009/10: 

a. 39.7% 

b. 37.1% 

c. 23.2% 

 

East of England average 

2005/06: 

a. 48% 

b. 22% 

c. 30% 

Indicative national target: 

100% above 30/ha. 

 

A general decrease in the 

density of homes being built. 

 

Waste arisings: 

a. Kilograms of waste produced 

per head of population; and, 

b. % change on previous year. 

Source: Local Authority BVPI 

2010/11 

a. 436 

b. -3% 

 

2009/10 

a. 448 

b. 0% 

2008/09: 

a. 449 

 Overall reduction in waste 

produced and sent to landfill 

sites. 

 

 



 

84a,b b. +9% 

2007/08: 

a. 410kg 

b. – 

2006/07: 

a. 404kg 

b. -0.70% 

2005/06: 

a. 407kg 

b. +2% 

 

Recycling -% of household 

waste: 

a. recycled; and, 

b. composted. 

Source: LPA 

2010/11: 

a. 28% 

b. 22% 

 

2009/10: 

a. 30% 

b. 18% 

2008/09: 

a. 32% 

b. 18% 

2007/08: 

a. 33% 

b. 14% 

2006/07: 

a. 32% 

b. 13% 

2005/06: 

a. 31% 

b. 13% 

 

Norfolk waste averages, 

2005/06: 

a. 23.8% recycled; 

b. 11.1% composted 

UK 

2010/11: 

a. 41% 

 

Overall increase in waste 

recycled and composted as 

a % of total. 

 

Total % of household waste 

recycled is increasing, 

particularly the amount 

composted. 

Broadland secured 12
th 

place 

nationally in 2005/06 for its 

recycling success 

 

Social Baseline      

SOC1: 

Income deprivation affecting 

2010/11: 10.29% 

 

2007/08: 10.05% 

 

No data available.  Decrease. 

To improve the performance 

 



 

children – percentage of children 

living in income deprived families 

– average LSOA score. 

Source: Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 

by minimising the instances 

of child poverty and 

unemployment and 

improving the ranking in the 

Indices of Multiple 

Deprivation. 

Income Deprivation – Average 

LSOA scores from IMD 

Source: Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 

2010/11: 0.08 

Average LSOA Value: 

2009/10: 0.08 

 

2007/08: 0.08% 

 

Average LSOAs 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2010/11: 0.08 

Decrease. 

 

Sprowston Comment: 

Broadland 009B and 009C 

LSOAs cover part of 

Sprowston Parish and part 

of Old Catton Parish. The 

remaining LSOAs 

(Broadland 012A, 012B, 

012C, 012D, 013A, 013B, 

013C, 013D and 013E) are 

solely within Sprowston 

Parish. 

Index of Multiple Deprivation – 

Average LSOA scores from IMD 

Source: Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 

2010/11: 10.43 

Average LSOA Value: 

2009/10: 11.68 

2007/08: 10.15 

 

Broadland 009B, 009C, 

012A, 012B, 012C, 012D, 

013A, 013B, 013C, 013D 

and 013E LSOAs 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2010/11: 10.43 

Decrease. 

 

Sprowston Comment: 

Broadland 009B and 009C 

LSOAs cover part of 

Sprowston Parish and part 

of Old Catton Parish. The 

remaining LSOAs 

(Broadland 012A, 012B, 

012C, 012D, 013A, 013B, 

013C, 013D and 013E) are 

solely within Sprowston 

Parish. 

Total benefits claimants – 

percentage of working age 

2010/11: 9.5% 

Average Wards Value: 

2009/10:9.7% 

2008/09: 9.8% 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

To reduce the number of 

people receiving incapacity 

 



 

population claiming benefits. 

Source: NOMIS 

2011/12: 10.4% 

 

2007/08: 8.5% 

Average Wards Trends: 

2010/11: 10.4% 

2009/10: 10.8% 

2008/09: 10.8% 

2007/08: 8.9% 

Broadland 2010/11: 9.5% benefit through improved 

healthy lifestyles. 

SOC2 

% of working age population 

receiving ESA and incapacity 

benefit. 

Source: NOMIS 

2010/11: 4.5% 

Average Wards Value: 

2011/12: 4.5% 

2009/10: 4.6% 

2008/09: 4.6% 

2007/08: 4.6% 

Average Wards Trends: 

2010/11: 4.6% 

2009/10: 4.9% 

2008/09: 4.9% 

2007/08: 4.8% 

East 

2010/11: 4.9% 

England 

2010/11: 6.5% 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2010/11: 4.5% 

To reduce the number of 

people receiving incapacity 

benefit through improved 

healthy lifestyles. 

 

 

Life expectancy of residents at 

birth (yrs): 

a. males 

b. females 

Source: Audit Commission 

2008/10: 

a. 80.3 

b. 83.2 

 

2007/09 

a. 79.7 

b. 83.1 

2006/08 

a. 79.7 

b. 83.4 

2003/05: 

a. 78.6 

b. 82.3 

 

East of England 

2007/2009: 

a. 79.3 (78.3) 

b. 83.0 (82.3) 

2005/2007: 

a. 78.7 (77.6) 

b. 82.6 (81.8) 

2002/04: 

a. 77.6 (76.5) 

b. 81.6 (80.9) 

 

Increase. 

 

Life expectancy in Broadland 

continues to exceed the 

regional average, and the 

national average for males. 

Sprowston Comment: 

The average life expectancy 

across the three wards, in 

2004, was higher than the 

national average with males 

expected to live until 80 and 

Females until 84. This did 

differ between wards with 

Old Catton & Sprowston 

West expecting males to live 

until 81 and females until 83; 

Sprowston Central expecting 



 

males to live until 79 and 

females until 85, and; 

Sprowston East expecting 

males to live until 80 and 

females until 85. 

SOC3: 

Workforce qualifications - % of 

working age population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 4 or 

above. 

Source: 2001 Census 

(National statistics online) 

2010/11: 26.0% 

Average Wards Value: 

2001 Census: 10.7% 

 

2009/10: 24.8% 

2008/09: 25.4% 

2007/08: 23.1% 

 

2001: 

East of England: 

18.14% 

- 

England: 19.90% 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

14.9% 

 Increasing. 

 

School leaver qualifications - % 

of school leavers with 5 or more 

GCSEs at A*-C grades. 

Source: Norfolk County Council 

2009/10: 

78.15% 

Average Wards Value: 

2011: 57.37% 

2008/09: 73.79% 

2007/08: 69.62% 

 

2009/10: 

GNDP 

72.26% 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2011: 67.94% 

To increase proportion of 

school leavers with 5 or 

more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

 

Increasing 

 

SOC4: 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

a. % of total housing stock that is 

affordable housing; 

b. Total affordable housing unit 

completions in past year; 

c. % of past years’ dwellings 

completions that are affordable. 

Source: a) national statistics 

2010/11: 

a. 9% 

b. 31 units 

c. c. 19% 

 

2009/10: 

a. 9% 

b. 55 units 

c. 27% 

2008/09 

a. – 

b. 83 

c. 27% 

2007/08 

a. – 

 To increase the overall 

provision of affordable 

housing and its proportion 

amongst the total housing 

stock. 

 

Sprowston Comment: 

The total number of 

affordable housing across 

the three wards is currently 

863. In 2001 there were 

8.5% affordable homes 

across the three wards, the 

majority of which were social 

rented. The Sprowston 

Central ward provided the 



 

online; b) and c) Local Authority 

AMRs. 

b. 39 units 

c. 16% 

 

greatest proportion of 

affordable housing at 14% of 

the total stock. In Sprowston 

East only 1.79% of the 

housing stock was 

affordable. 

Total dwellings with Category 1 

hazards. 

Source: LPA 

2010/11: 4,140 

 

2009/10: 4,000 

 

 Decrease. 

 

 

SOC5: 

Incidences of crime committed 

a. Domestic burglaries; 

b. Violent offences; 

c. Theft of a vehicle. 

Source: Home Office 

2010/11: 

a. 198 

b. 651 

c. 308 

 

2009/10 

a. 171 

b. 604 

c. 408 

2008/09 

a. 103 

b. 595 

c. 358 

2007/08 

a. 185 

b. 646 

c. 477 

 To reduce the incidences of 

crime overall. 

 

All 3 indicators have seen a 

reduction annually since 

2003/04 

Sprowston Comments: 

The total number of crimes 

reported across the three 

wards, between April and 

June 2010 was 158. 

According to Norfolk 

Constabulary’s Offence 

Groups, ‘criminal damage’ 

was the most reported crime 

across the three wards 

whereas theft, violence and 

criminal damage were the 

most reported crimes across 

Broadland. Comparing 

crimes per 1000 head of the 

population figures for the 

three wards with those of 

Norfolk as a whole would 



 

suggest that the levels are 

lower, on average, in these 

wards than others across the 

county. The figures for the 

second quarter of 2010 are 

7.68 for the three wards and 

13.02 across Norfolk. 

Splitting these figures into 

the three wards also reveals 

that there are some 

differences between them 

with Old Catton & Sprowston 

West having 5.25 per 1000; 

Sprowston Central having 

9.31 per 1000, and; 

Sprowston East having 9.38 

per 1000. 

SOC6: 

% of the economically active 

population (16-74yrs) who are 

unemployed. 

Source: Animal Population 

Survey & NOMIS 

2010/11: 5% 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 2.79% 

2009/10: 6.2% 

2008/09: 4.5% 

2007/08: 3.3% 

 

2010/11: 

East of England: 6.7 

England: 7.7 

Sprowston Comparison 

Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

2.84% 

To reduce the proportion of 

unemployed people amongst 

the working age population. 

 

 

% of unemployed people of 

working age (16-74yrs) who are 

long-term unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics online 

2001 Census: 29.64% 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 73.4% 

N/A 

 

East of England: 27.13% 

- 

England: 30.26% 

Sprowston Comparison 

Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

Decrease. 

 

 



 

29.64% 

% of people claiming Job 

Seekers Allowance (JSA) who 

have been doing so for a) over 1 

year; b) over 2 years 

Source: NOMIS 

2010/11 

a. 12.3% 

b. 4.0% 

  

2009/10: 

a. 13.6% 

b. 2.7% 

2008/09: 

a. 5.4% 

b. 0.9% 

2007/08: 

a. 9.5% 

b. 3.8% 

GNDP Area: 

2010/11 

a. 16.1% 

b. 5.6% 

 

Decrease. 

 

Average Wards 

Comments: 

In August 2012, there were 

273 claimants of job seekers 

allowance across all three 

wards (2.19% of the working 

age population) compared to 

1,392 claimants of job 

seeker allowance in 

Broadland (1.80% of the 

working age population) 

(ONS, 2012). This reflects a 

2.50% decrease from the 

same period last year across 

all three wards compared 

with a 2.93% decrease from 

the same period last year 

across Broadland (ONS, 

2012). Between the wards, 

Old Catton & Sprowston 

West had 113 claimants 

(2.20% of the working age 

population) which reflects a 

0.89% increase from the 

same period last year; 

Sprowston Central had 92 

claimants (2.60% of the 

working age population) 

which reflects a 4.17% 



 

decrease from the same 

period last year, and; 

Sprowston East had 68 

claimants (1.80% of the 

working age population) 

which reflects a 5.60% 

decrease from the same 

period last year. 

SOC7: 

Unfit housing - % of homes from 

overall housing stock not 

meeting the ‘Decent Homes 

Standard’. 

Source: Local Authority Report. 

2006: 14% 

 

Last recorded in 2006 

 

2005/06 

England: 30.1% 

 

To reduce the proportion of 

homes not meeting the 

decent homes standards. 

 

 

% of public housing stock built to 

the standard of the Code for 

Sustainable Homes (indicator 

pending). 

Source: Local Authority Report. 

2010/11: 

87% - 3 

13% - 5 

 

2009/10: 

36% - 3 

14% - 4 

 

No data available at present 

 

To improve the overall 

sustainability of housing. 

 

 

SOC8: 

% of residents who travel to 

work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. work at or mainly from home. 

Source: 2001 Census 

Other indicators for access to 

services and access deprivation 

to be developed in the future. 

2001: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.60 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 

a. 68.39 

b. 9.68 

c. 14.15 

d. 7.39 

No data available at present 

 

East of England 2001: 

a. 65.8 

b. 11.3 

c. 12.9 

d. 9.4 

Wards Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.6 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

a. decrease; 

b. increase; 

c. increase; 

d. increase 

 

 



 

Economic Baseline      

EC1: 

% change in the total number of 

active enterpises. 

Source: ONS Business 

Demography 

2009/10: 1.2% 

 

2008/09: 0.1% 

2007/08: 3.2% 

 

GNDP: 

2009/10: 0.6% 

2008/09: 0.2% 

2007/08: 2.8% 

 

To increase the total number 

of active enterprises. 

 

Recently increased. 

 

Median 

a. hourly; 

b. weekly; 

c. annual  

pay for full-time employees 

Source: Annual Survey of Hours 

and Earnings & NOMIS 

2011: 

a. £12.00 

b. £497 

c. £24,748 

 

2010: 

a. £11.51 

b. £475 

c. £24,113 

2009: 

a. £10.74 

b. £447 

c. £22,859 

2008: 

a. £10.25 

b. £425 

c. £22,026 

East of England: 

2011: b) £529 

2010: b) £523.30 

2009: b) 509.90 

2008: b) £499.00 

2007: b) £479.90 

UK 

2011: b) £501 

2010: b) £499 

 

To improve weekly earnings. 

 

Weekly pay of workers living 

in Broadland is less than the 

East of England and UK 

average. 

Wards Comments: 

In 2009 over 43% of 

households in the parish of 

Sprowston had an income in 

excess of £30,000. More 

than 15% of households in 

Sprowston had an income of 

more than £50,000. The 

average annual household 

income in Sprowston is 

£32,000 compared to 

£31,000 for Norfolk as a 

whole. 

EC2: 

Number of small businesses 

Source: ONS 

2010/11: 3,885 

 

2009/10: 3,915 

2008/09: 3,940 

2007/08: 3,000 

 

No data available at present. 

 

To increase small 

businesses and local 

entrepreneurs. 

 

 

EC3: 

% of residents who travel to 

work by: 

2001: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.6 

No data available at present. 

 

Travel to Work trends, 2001: 

East England: 

a. 65.8 

To increase number of jobs 

per resident 

a. to decrease 

 



 

a – private motor vehicle, 

b- public transport, 

c- foot or cycle 

d – works at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 

a. 68.39 

b. 9.68 

c. 14.15 

d. 7.39 

b. 11.3 

c. 12.9 

d. 9.4 

England: 

a. 62.1 

b. 15.4 

c. 12.8 

d. 9.2 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

a. 71.97 

b. 7.6 

c. 10.48 

d. 9.76 

b. to increase 

c. to increase 

d. to increase 

 

% of people employed who 

travel: 

a. Less than 2km 

b. 2 to 5km 

c. 5 to 10km 

d. 10 to 20km 

e. More than 20km 

Source: Census 2001 

Average distance travelled to the 

workplace by residents 

Source: National Statistics 

Online 

2001 Census: 

a. 13.6 

b. 21.3 

c. 23.9 

d. 17.0 

e. 9.0 

Sprowston Value: 

2001 Census: 

a. 16.3 

b. 48.9 

c. 10.9 

d. 5.4 

e. 6.1 

 East England: 

15.99km average distance 

travelled 

England: 

13.31km average distance 

travelled 

Sprowston Comparison 

Value: 

Broadland 2001 Census: 

a. 13.6 

b. 21.3 

c. 23.9 

d. 17.0 

e. 9.0 

To provide more 

employment opportunities 

closer to home to reduce the 

distance to work overall. 

 

Employment in Norwich 

attracts longer journeys from 

residents in adjacent 

districts. 

 

EC4: 2010/11: 2009/10: 67% East of England average National target of 60% of all There is a need to provide 



 

Amount of various employment 

developed on previously 

developed land or conversions. 

Source: LPA 

45% 

 

2008/09: 48% 

 

figure, 2005/06: 64% 

 

development to be on 

brownfield land. 

 

as much employment land 

as possible on brownfield 

sites, provided they are not 

of high environmental value, 

although that is harder to 

achieve in the more rural 

parts of Greater Norwich. 

Unemployment benefit receipt: 

a. % of population in receipt of 

Job Seekers Allowance 

(JSA); 

b. Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

i) 18-24 yrs old 

ii) 25-49 yrs old 

iii) 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics online 

& NOMIS 

2012: 

a. 2% 

b. – 

2012: 

i) 6.4% 

ii) 1.9% 

iii) 1.0% 

Average Wards Value: 

2012: 

a. 2.7% 

a. – 

b. – 

2010/11: 

i) 4.3% 

ii) 2.0% 

iii) 1.1% 

2009/10: 

i) 5% 

ii) 2.1% 

iii) 1.2% 

2008/09: 

i) 4.9% 

ii) 2.2% 

iii) 1.3% 

2007/08: 

i) 2.1% 

ii) 1.0% 

iii) 0.7% 

a. 

2012 

East of England: 3.2% 

England: 4% 

b. 

2012 

East of England: 

i) 7% 

ii) 3.3% 

iii) 1.9% 

England: 

i) 8.1% 

ii) 4.1% 

iii) 2.2% 

Average Wards 

Comparison Value: 

2012: 

a. 2% 

b. – 

2012: 

i) 6.4% 

ii) 1.9% 

iii) 1.0% 

To reduce unemployment 

overall, and increase the 

ability of young people to 

find work.  

Broadland has lower 

unemployment than 

regionally or nationally (2%). 

The numbers of claimants of 

JSA have increased for each 

age range since 2007/08. 

More people are 

unemployed from the 16-

24yrs age group than 

unemployment amongst 

people over 50yrs old. 

Average Wards 

Comments: 

In August 2012, there were 

273 claimants of job seekers 

allowance across all three 

wards (2.19% of the working 

age population) compared to 

1,392 claimants of job 

seeker allowance in 

Broadland (1.80% of the 

working age population) 

(ONS, 2012). This reflects a 



 

2.50% decrease from the 

same period last year across 

all three wards compared 

with a 2.93% decrease from 

the same period last year 

across Broadland (ONS, 

2012). Between the wards, 

Old Catton & Sprowston 

West had 113 claimants 

(2.20% of the working age 

population) which reflects a 

0.89% increase from the 

same period last year; 

Sprowston Central had 92 

claimants (2.60% of the 

working age population) 

which reflects a 4.17% 

decrease from the same 

period last year, and; 

Sprowston East had 68 

claimants (1.80% of the 

working age population) 

which reflects a 5.60% 

decrease from the same 

period last year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 3: Compatibility between the Sprowston Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

Table 10: Compatibility between Sprowston Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
 SOC1 SOC2 SOC3 SOC4 SOC5 SOC6 SOC7 SOC8 ENV1 ENV2 ENV3 ENV4 ENV5 ENV6 ENV7 ENV8 ENV9 EC1 EC2 EC3 EC4 

           Social           

SOC1  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ × ° ° ° ° × ° ° ° √ √ √ ° 

SOC2   ° ° ° ° √ √ √ √ √ ° ° √ ° √ √ ° ° ° √ 

SOC3    ° √ √ ° √ ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° √ √ ° ° 

SOC4     √ ° √ ° × × × × × × × × × √ √ √ √ 

SOC5      ° √ ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

SOC6       ° √ ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° √ √ √ √ 

SOC7        √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ ° ° ° √ 

SOC8         × ° × ° ° × ° ° ° ° ° √ √ 

           Environmental           

ENV1          √ √ ° √ √ ° ° ° × × √ √ 

ENV2           ° √ √ ° √ √ ° ° ° ° √ 

ENV3            ° ° √ ° ° ° ° ° ° √ 

ENV4             √ ° ° ° ° × × ° √ 

ENV5              ° ° ° ° × × ° √ 

ENV6               √ ° √ × × √ √ 

ENV7                √ ° × × ° √ 

ENV8                 ° × × ° √ 

ENV9                  × × ° √ 

           Economic           



 

EC1                   √ √ × 

EC2                    √ × 

EC3                     √ 

EC4                      

 

 

Appendix 4: Sustainability Appraisal Framework for Sprowston 

Table 11: Sustainability Appraisal Framework for Sprowston 

This is based on the Broadland district level Sustainability Appraisal framework with some additions (in red) to ‘decision making criteria’ and 

‘indicators and targets’ relevant to Sprowston. 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 – To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

    



 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

 

ENV2 – To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

    

ENV3 – To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

    

http://www.airquality.co.uk/


 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

 annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

ENV4 – To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

geodiversity. 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in ‘Positive 

Conservation 

Management’ - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council – Local Area 

    

http://www.airquality.co.uk/


 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

ENV5 – To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Heritage at risk – Number 

and % of: 

A – Listed Buildings; and, 

B – Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target – none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

    

ENV6 – To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

    



 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

ENV7 – To avoid, 

reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

Will it minimise the risk 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk  

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

    

ENV8 – To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

    



 

efficiency? 

 

ENV9 – To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

Will it minimise the loss 

of “Greenfield” land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A – less than 30 per 

hectare; 

B – 30 – 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C – more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A – Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

    



 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

and business waste: 

A – recycled; and, 

B – composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 – To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Index of Income 

Deprivation – Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation – Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

    

SOC2 – To maintain Will it improve access to % of population receiving     



 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

SOC3 – To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

    



 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

 

SOC4 – To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B – Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

past year 

C - % of past year’s 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

    

SOC5 – To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A – Domestic burglaries 

B – Violent offences 

    



 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

C – Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC6 – To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

    

SOC7 – To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the ‘Decent Homes 

Standard’. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

    



 

SOC8 – To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

    

Economic       

EC1 – To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

    

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/


 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

EC2 – To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

    

EC3 – To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A – private motor vehicle 

B – public transport 

C – foot or cycle 

D – work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

    



 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

Target – 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

EC4 – To improve the 

social and 

environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

Amount of various 

employment development 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint – 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

    



 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A – 16-24 yrs old 

B – 25-49 yrs old 

C – 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

identified through SA 

      

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

      

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

      

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

      



 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

the various policies. 
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Appendix 5: Feedback and Actions 

Table 12: Feedback and Actions arising from the Sustainability Appraisal 

Scoping Report consultation (to be completed after consultation) 

A: Review of Policies, Plans and Programmes 

Observations regarding A: 

None. 

Response: 

N/A 

Action: 

N/A 

B: Baseline Information 

Observations regarding B: 

1. Natural England –  

 ‘Full account needs to be taken on the capacity of the natural environment to 

accommodate energy infrastructure’. 

 Would like to see reference to NPPF policy of prioritising development on 

brownfield land. 

2. English Heritage – ‘we would like to see reference to baseline information for the 

historic environment within the ‘Environment’ section, alongside the text relating to 

the natural environment.’ 

3. Environment Agency –  

 ‘Under the heading “Water Resources” there is no information regarding water 

supply, instead the focus is on the pressures from development on water 

quality.’ 

 Surface water flood risk should be considered separately from tidal and fluvial 

flood risk. Norfolk County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority for surface 

water flood risk from developments under 1 ha in Flood Zone 1 – this should be 

reflected in Table 9, dealing with Baseline Information 

Response: 

Noted that it would be useful to include this information in the Scoping Report. 

Action: 

 Statements added to the ‘Environment’ section, making reference to wider, 

significant environmental assets and possible risks to the natural environment 

associated with energy infrastructure (e.g. wind turbines), and referencing listed 
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buildings within the parish. 

 Reference to growth being focussed on brownfield land (in ‘Introduction’) expanded 

to include ‘,,, that is not of high environmental value’. Similarly, in Table 9, Appendix 

2, SA Objective EC4 has been amended to include a similar condition. 

 Under the section entitled ‘Water Resources’, a statement has been added 

explaining that mains water is supplied by Anglian Water Plc. and that they will 

need to address any future increases in demand as part of their asset management 

programme 

 ENV 7 in Table 9, Appendix 2, has been amended to include reference to surface 

water flood risk and Norfolk County Council 

 

C: Sustainability Issues 

Observations regarding C: 

English Heritage – There should be mention, in Table 4, of the built and historic 

environment. In addition, some minor text amendments have been proposed to items 

within Table 6, for purposes of clarity. 

Response: 

Noted, it would be useful to include these amendments. 

Action: 

 Point two in Table 4 amended to include protection and enhancement of the 

natural, built and historic environment. 

 Minor text amendments made to section dealing with ‘built environment’ in Table 6. 

 

D: The Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

Observations regarding D: 

Environment Agency –  

 See points raised regarding surface water flood-risk (B: Baseline Information). 

Table 11 in Appendix 4 should also be amended to reflect these concerns. 

 Targets for minimising waste from businesses need to be included in Table 11, as 

well as that from households. 

Response: 

Noted. 

Action: 

 ENV 7 amended in Table 11, Appendix 4, to include reference to Norfolk County 

Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority for surface water flood risk from 

developments under 1 ha in Flood Zone 1. 
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 ENV 9 amended in Table 11, to include reference to recycling of household and 

business waste. 

 

E: General Comments 

Observations regarding E: 

Natural England – ‘The approach and methodology proposed are in line with relevant 

legislation and the advice that would be offered by Natural England, therefore this 

approach is acceptable. Objectives identified for delivery, of which there are twelve, are 

broadly supported and especially objectives (1), (8) and (9) which provide opportunities 

for protection, enhancement and creation of green infrastructure as part of a 

sustainable development approach.’ 

 

Response: 

Support noted. 

 

Action: 

N/A 
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