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Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan nears completion
After more than two years of work, a draft final 
version of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan has 
been submitted to Broadland District Council and 
is now on deposit for consultation. This is one of 
the final stages in the plan-making process before 
an independent planning inspector is appointed to 
examine the plan.

Understandably, you also expressed concern and nervousness 
about the large-scale housing proposals for the ‘growth 
triangle’. It is important for everyone to understand that the 
Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to stop these proposals 
and so we have tried to use the plan to ensure that whatever 
is built is done so in a way that integrates sustainably with 
Sprowston and provides residents with access to new jobs, 
facilities and green spaces.
 As a complete document, we hope that the submission draft 
Neighbourhood Plan provides a strong and comprehensive 
framework for managing the future of the town. It combines 
a range of policies to guide and shape future development 
in a way that you have asked for but also policies that can 
promote, encourage the creation of a number of new facilities 
and improve those that we already have. The Town Council 
will provide further information on the submission draft 
Neighbourhood Plan in the coming weeks.

 The formal consultation 
process by, Broadland District 
Council, commenced on 27th 
September 2013 and will last 
for 6 weeks. Copies of the 
submission draft plan are 
available to view at 
Sprowston Town Council 
or visit www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk
Broadland District Council or visit www.broadland.gov.uk/
neighbourhoodplans  You can also view it at Sprowston Library.
 The Town Council would like to again thank the community 
for the interest you have shown in the plan and for all of your 
inputs over the last few years.

The vision for the draft 
plan is - by 2026 the 
community of Sprowston 
will be strong, cohesive, 
creative and forward-
looking. The community 
will be safer, healthier, 
more prosperous, 
sustainable and inclusive. 
High quality homes will meet people’s 
needs and aspirations in attractive and sustainable 
places. People will have access to good quality jobs 
essential services and community facilities, with less 
need to use a car. 
 The submission draft plan contains a number of 
policies that will maintain and improve the quality 
of life for people living and working in Sprowston 
and help to deliver this vision. The document builds 
on the new powers established by the Localism 
Act that enable communities to take greater 
control over spatial changes in their area, and we 
are pleased and grateful that so many of you have 
contributed to the development of the plan.
 There are a number of important policies in the 
submission draft plan that respond directly to the 
issues or ideas you have told us about over the last 
two plus years:
l You told us that you want green spaces 
 protected and improved; Policies 1 and 21 will ensure that
 open areas will be retained and are enhanced to create a new
 green heart and network of green infrastructure for the
 Town.
l	You told us that you wanted a new multi-purpose community
 building; Our response was to purchase and redevelop the
 Sprowston Diamond Centre on School Lane. Policy 19 in
 the plan provides support for this going forward as there is
 still much work to be done.
l	You told us that more youth facilities are needed in
 Sprowston; The Diamond Centre provides an important first
 step in addressing this but Policies 16 and 17 in the plan
 set out exciting proposals for a Woodland Park at Harrison’s
 Plantation.
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Phase 1 of the re-development 
of Sprowston Diamond Centre 
was completed in August in 
time for Sprowston Pre-School 
to move into the purpose built 
extension at the beginning of 
the autumn term. The new 
accommodation is well equipped 
with wash clean play areas for wet play and craft activities, 
carpeted quiet area, disabled facilities, modern kitchen, covered 
veranda and secure outdoor play area. Vacancies are available 
for 2 and 3 three year olds, including funded two year olds. For 
further details telephone 07751 835528. 
 Other works included a new entrance link and additional 
toilet facilities all to DDA standard. Sympathetically managed, 
the key features of the old building have been retained and 
enhanced, with a modern element added. A commemorative 
brick, purchased by Mr K Lashley, Chairman of the Council, has 
been incorporated into the build to mark the occasion.
 As to phase 2, you asked us for a larger space to hire 
suitable for classes, parties and other events and T Gill & 
Son (Norwich) Limited has now commenced work, which 
involves rearrangement of the internal spaces at the western 
end of the building to create a large room, suitable for a range 
of activities. Existing windows will be refurbished and those 
previously boarded up exposed, an unstable chimney is to be 
removed, additional fire exits have been incorporated and 
asbestos has already been taken off the walls and disposed 
of in the appropriate manner. A special sprung floor will be 
installed to suit the requirements of all those activities you have 
expressed an interest in. The room will also benefit from a 
dedicated kitchen facility. The re-development of the west wing 
is expected to be complete January 2014.   
 We currently have a number of rooms available for hire 
including large meeting room with annex and conference 
facilities. The building has WiFi and is served by on-site car 
parking and is suitable for community groups, celebrations, 
training and conferences.

Movie Afternoon At 
SprowSton CineMA
Listings for our very popular movie 
afternoon for November and 
December 2013 are as follows:

Re-development of Sprowston Diamond 
Centre moves into next phase

Don’t fReeze thIS wInteR - if your heating breaks 
down this winter the Town Council can help. We have two 
halogen heaters which are available to residents, on short 
term loan, until you can get your heating repaired. Simply 
contact the Council Office during opening hours.

Sprowston town Council Sprowston Diamond Centre, School Lane, 
Sprowston, NR7 8TR. opening times Mon - Fri 9.30am - 1pm & 2pm 
- 4.30pm. Tel: (01603) 408063 email: townclerk@sprowston-tc.gov.uk

Cutting of verges
The Town Council cuts a majority of the grass verges in 
Sprowston as a delegated function on behalf of Norfolk 
County Council. Although paid to carry out 5 cuts per 
year, in the interest of keeping our community looking 
well maintained, we aim to cut at least 12 times per year. 
Unfortunately due to circumstances beyond our control we 
have been unable to maintain the verges this summer to the 
standard you are accustomed to, particularly with regard to 
strimming around street furniture. We apologise for this and 
thank you for your patience. However, we would remind 
residents that cutting cannot take place when vehicles are 
parked on the verges and is impaired where deep ruts have 
been created.

Seating
The Council were pleased to accept a donation of a bench 
from the Plymouth Brethren Christian Fellowship which, 
for the comfort of residents, has been placed at Wilks Farm 
Drive open space.   
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Monday 4 november 2013
BehInD the CAnDeLABRA (Light Drama (15) 118 
minutes) 
This summer’s sensation - the story of Liberace and the 
love of his crazy, surreal life. Allegedly the final film from 
director Steven Soderbergh and with astonishing casting:  
Alpha male Michael Douglas as the notorious cabaret 
pianist and Matt Damon as the boy he seeks to remould 
in his own “perfect” image! Refused backing by all the 
Hollywood studios, Soderbergh finally got backing from 
cable TV giants HBO – hence no Oscar mentions since 
this is a film beyond the tinseltown pale. Note: Funny and 
tragic by turns and also FAIRLY EXPLICIT so please no 
complaints later! But as one of my gay friends exclaimed 
“Fantabuloso!”

Monday 2 December 2013
RoBot AnD fRAnK (Comedy (12A) 89 minutes)
In the near future, Frank is a retired jewel-thief living alone 
while his successful son, Hunter, tries to care for him from 
afar. Finally, Hunter gets him a robot caretaker, but Frank 
soon learns that it is as useful as a burglary aide… In other 
words this is about us oldies coping with new technology! 
The terrific Frank Langella is the father, James Marsden the 
son with Liv Tyler and Susan Sarandon along for the ride 
and Peter Sarsgaard voicing the robot. At times very funny, 
always charming but also (like all great comedy, think of 
‘Hancock’) with tragedy just below the surface. “Langella 
is wonderful as Frank; the best scenes are those between 
Frank and the robot. We are not prepared for the 
emotional hit as the story reaches its conclusion, leaving us 
misty eyed and more than satisfied of the journey we have 
shared.” Urban Cinefile. Early booking is recommended.

Performances commence at 1:30pm, with tea and coffee 
(included in ticket price) available from 1pm. Tickets are 
£5 each and available in person from the Council Office, 
Sprowston Diamond Centre up to the Friday before 
the performance, or £5.50 on the day. Children under 
16 years must be accompanied by an adult. Patrons are 
asked to turn mobile phones off during performances and 
respect the enjoyment of fellow cinema users. All listings 
are subject to availability and may vary. Please contact the 
Council Office one week prior to showing for confirmation 
of the film.

the town Council welcomes Mr R A Fowkes, who was 
elected to represent Sprowston West Ward at the By-Election 
held 26 June 2013. Mr Fowkes is an experienced Councillor 
having previously served on both Taverham and Hellesdon 
Parish Councils.

SPC No 38.indd   2 26/09/2013   10:57:20


