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Schedule of Town 
Council Meetings
All meetings are held at 
Sprowston Diamond Centre, 
School Lane, Sprowston, 
commencing 7.30pm unless 
otherwise stated.
10 January 2018
31 January 2018
21 February 2018
14 March 2018
04 April 2018
25 April 2018
(Council Meeting to be held 
on the rising of the Annual 
Town Council Meeting) 
16 May 2018 
(Annual Town Council 
Meeting)

All meetings of the Council 
are open to the public, who 
are welcome to attend, and 
there is an opportunity for 
residents to ask questions 
on any matters concerning 
the Town of Sprowston.

Copies of the agenda and 
minutes for each meeting 
are available free of charge 
either on request from the 
Council Office when they 
are published or at the 
meeting.

Other background papers 
and reports can also be 
viewed or copies supplied 
on payment of a small 
charge.

Office opening times and tel. enquiries Mon - Fri 9.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 4.30pm (after hours answerphone)
Town Clerk: June Hunt  t: (01603) 408063  e: townclerk@sprowston-tc.gov.uk

‘Sprowston Matters’ Editor: Evelyn Elliot  t: (01603) 408063  e: evelyn.elliot@sprowston-tc.gov.uk
Town Council Offices: Sprowston Diamond Centre, School Lane, Sprowston, NR7 8TR.

www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk 
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w Join us for Movie Afternoonw

The Norfolk Community Biodiversity Awards are an 
annual accolade for environmental projects in the 
county. Run by the Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership’s 
‘Communities and Nature’ Topic Group, the awards 
celebrate the achievements of individuals and groups 
who have worked within their local community to 
make a difference for wildlife and people.
The Council won the category of Parish and Town Councils 
for its work at Harrisons Woodland on Blue Boar Lane/
Salhouse Road.
 Harrisons Woodland was formed from the Breck and 
Harrisons Plantation, originally part of Mousehold Heath in 
the 18th century and covers 27ha. Working in partnership 
with Broadland District Council and Norwich Fringe Project 
the Town Council has made the woodland accessible to the 
public, as presented in the Neighbourhood Plan.
 Initial works included selective felling of trees, the 
creation of entrances and pedestrian pathways, new 
gates and signage, an interpretation board, dog and litter 
bins, and safety measures on Blue Boar Lane at Cottage 
Plantation car park.
 A five year management plan has also been developed 
with partners to conserve wildlife and biodiversity; risk 
assess trees and woodland areas; define uses including 
nature conservation, recreation, nature trails and other 
group activities. A section will be managed to promote 
heathland restoration as lowland heathland is considered a 
priority habitat for conservation.

 Felled trees and associated material will be retained to 
create log habitat piles and reptile hibernacula, standing 
deadwood will be retained to benefit fungi, invertebrates 
and birds such as great spotted woodpecker, tree creeper 
and nuthatch. The heathland area and the remaining 
woodland will be maintained by a community wildlife group 
who will carry out ecological surveys of the ground flora, 
survey for reptiles, invertebrates and nesting birds. 
 The next phase of this project will see increased 
involvement of the volunteer community group primarily 
for management of the wet grassland area, heath 
restoration, ecological and arboricultural assessments and 
ongoing maintenance of pathways. 
 The final phase will see additional areas brought 
into public use, identified by further waymarkers, an 
investigation into the requirements for a bridge over an 
existing ditch and feasibility of longer term ambitions such 
as visitor/school facilities, toilets and refreshment areas. 
 Chairman, Mr Ian 
Moncur who accepted 
the award on behalf of 
the Council said “I am 
delighted that the work 
of the Council and our 
partners in strengthening
nature conservation 
and biodiversity is being  
recognised. It shows what success can be achieved by 
working together as a community.”

Sprowston Town Council wins Community Biodiversity Award
Monday 5 February 2018  
Goodbye Christopher Robin   Biography/Drama (PG) - 107 minutes
Directed by Simon Curtis (My Week with Marilyn, Woman in Gold), the film looks at 
the relationship between children's author AA Milne (Domhnall Gleeson) and his son 
Christopher Robin, whose toys inspired the magical world of Winnie the Pooh. Along 
with his mother Daphne (Margot Robbie), and his nanny Olive (Kelly MacDonald), 
Christopher Robin and his family are swept up in the international success of the 
books; the enchanting tales bringing hope and comfort to many after the First World 
War but the cost to the family may be greater than any of them anticipated.

Monday 5 March 2018   
The Exception   Drama/Romance/War (15) - 107 minutes
World War II thriller that is filled with espionage and romance in equal measure, The 
Exception follows German soldier Stefan Brandt (Jai Courtney) as he goes on a mission 
to investigate exiled German Monarch Kaiser Wilhelm II (Christopher Plummer). The 
Kaiser lives in a secluded mansion in The Netherlands, and as Germany is taking over 
Holland, the country’s authorities are concerned that Dutch spies may be watching the 
Kaiser. As Brandt begins to infiltrate the Kaiser’s life in search of clues, he finds himself 
drawn into an unexpected and passionate romance with Mieke (Lily James), one of the 
Kaiser’s maids whom Brandt soon discovers is secretly Jewish. When Heinrich Himmler 
(Eddie Marsan), Head of the SS, decides to come for an unexpected visit with a large 
platoon of Nazis in tow, the stage is set for a breathtaking showdown, as secrets are 
revealed, allegiances are tested, and Brandt is forced to make the ultimate choice 
between honoring his country and following his heart.

Monday 9 April 2018   
Murder On The Orient Express   Crime/Drama/Mystery (12A) - 115 minutes
Kenneth Branagh directs and stars in this new version of Agatha Christie’s novel, in 
which the Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot finds himself stranded on a snowbound train 
in company with thirteen strangers and a corpse. There cannot be a person in the 
world who does not know the outcome, so the fun will be watching a cast of top-
notch performers including Judi Dench, Derek Jacobi, Johnny Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer 
and many more go through their paces. Let’s hope Branagh can muster up a better 
accent than Albert Finney’s in the 1974 version.

Movie afternoon at Sprowston Diamond Centre in conjunction with Creative Arts 
East and Broadland District Council. All performances are held at Sprowston Diamond 
Centre. Doors open at 1pm when complimentary refreshments will be served. Film 
performances start at 1:30pm.

Tickets are £5 each (no concessions) and available in person from Sprowston Diamond 
Centre.

Children under 16 years must be accompanied by an adult. Patrons are asked to turn 
mobile phones off during performances and respect the enjoyment of fellow cinema 
users.

Ian Moncur 
Sprowston Town Council
Chairman

Mrs J Leggett
Mr I Moncur 
& Mr J Ward

Construction work is underway for the new £1.3million multipurpose sports hall and internal redevelopment at Sprowston 
Diamond Centre to include new changing rooms, reception area and reconfigured and refurbished central area.
 A significant milestone was achieved with the erection of the structural frame which was constructed in one day by four 
men. The next stage is to construct the insulated metal sheet roof and then brick up the external walls. 
 The facility will provide a venue for various sports activities, community events as well as private function hire. Work on 
this multi-use space is scheduled for completion in spring 2018.
 During this redevelopment the Council Office can be found in a 
portakabin in the rear car park adjacent to Neville Road accessed by a 
pedestrian gate. A temporary car park has been provided in the field 
opposite which has been matted for this purpose.
 The new purpose-built hall will play a key role in enabling Sprowston to
fulfil its potential as a vibrant and inclusive town and we hope that the 
centre will be a hub of community life, offering a broad range of activities 
and services that meet the requirements and interests of our residents. 
 Chairman Ian Moncur commented “The new hall will be a welcome 
addition to the town, offer a range of activities to benefit the local community young and old alike, and I’m sure will be 
widely used.” We would like to apologise for any inconvenience to our neighbours and visitors to the centre and thank 
them for their patience; while work takes place on the Beryl Read Sports Hall.

Construction begins on new Community Sports Hall in Sprowston
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Children from toddlers to teens will now be able to 
enjoy the latest play equipment including a buddy 
board, timber trail, dizzy roundabout, multiplay unit, 
climbing frames and a variety of swings. 

The area has a history of vandalism so the main 
objectives were to install sturdy equipment and transform 
the playground into a pleasant family destination with 
plenty of play options for children of all ages 
and abilities.
 Chairman Ian Moncur said: “We are 
delighted to have been able to make these 
much-needed improvements. The new 
equipment will provide hours of free fun for 
children for many years”. 
 The area in which the play equipment has 
been installed has been enlarged and a new 
perimeter fence installed, enabling families 

Pilates at Sprowston Diamond Centre with Laura Newbury
Mondays 7.30pm - 8.30pm in the School Room
Strengthen deep core muscles, tone the body, and improve muscle control, flexibility, posture, coordination and strength. 
Also gain better body alignment and overall improved wellbeing and reduced stress.

5 class booking card for £30 (these can be bought and used at any class) or £6.50 (pay as you go). 

I’m also available for one to one sessions. For any more information please contact me. If you have your own mat bring it 
along, if not I will provide one. Tel: 07771780444 - visit: www.pilatesbacktohealth.com

NEW Wednesday afternoon Keep Fit Classes (Over 50s) 
ATP Health and Fitness Norwich run two fun, friendly and energizing Keep Fit Classes every Wednesday afternoon at 
Sprowston Diamond centre. 1pm - 1.50pm and 2pm - 2.50pm.

Low impact aerobics classes choreographed to music from the 60s-90s, you can work at your own pace.

New customers get there first class FREE and thereafter it’s £3.50 per session. Guaranteed to help you slim, tone, improve 
your health, fitness, coordination, balance and flexibility. We also run Monday and Tuesday morning Pilates classes for 
over 40s in Sprowston too.

Please contact Matt to secure your FIRST session. Tel: 07785105381  Email: info@healthandfitness.uk.com

Are your trees 
causing a nuisance?
Trees and other vegetation overhanging 
pavements, and in some cases obscuring 
streetlamps, are the responsibility of the 
occupant of the property in which they are 
growing. 

This also applies to the rear and side of 
properties which abut public footpaths and 
rights of way. These areas are often neglected 
and cause difficulties with access, particularly 
for wheelchair users and anyone pushing a 
pram or buggy. 

Please take this opportunity to check if your 
trees and/or hedges are causing a nuisance on 
the highway.

l	To report an obstruction to a pavement
 caused by overhanging trees please contact
 Norfolk County Council, the highways
 authority, on tel: 0344 800 8020 or online
 at: www.norfolk.gov.uk

Steps you can take to 
‘Be Winter Ready’
• Know your free emergency numbers: 
 In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800
 111999.
• Prepare your home: 
 Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas
 Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
• Keep your eyes open: 
 Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a power
 cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours.
• Register as a vulnerable customer: 
 Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to
 the Priority Services Register. 

UK Power Networks Priority Services Register
• Do you need extra support during a power cut or do you know
 someone else that would need extra support? Our services are
 free to customers who need support.
• Power cuts don’t happen very often but if the electricity network
 is damaged or develops a fault it’s our job to get your power
 back on. Our engineers will work around the clock 24/7 to
 restore your power as quickly and as safely as possible.
• If you live in London, the East or South East of England, then
 being on our Priority Services Register will ensure you will
 receive extra support if you experience a power cut.

What help should I expect to get during a power cut?
• A priority number that you can call 24 hours a day. 
• A dedicated team who will contact you to keep you updated
 during a power cut. 
• We can put you in touch with an expert who can offer you   
 advice on energy bills and energy saving tips if this is important
 to you.
• Tailored support if needed such as home visits, hot meals, advice
 and keeping your friends and relatives updated. 
• In certain scenarios we may also offer a free hotel overnight and
 transport to the hotel. 

Who can register to receive extra support? 
• Customers who rely on medical equipment. 
• Customers who are chronically ill. 
• Customers with a disability. 
• Customers who have dementia. 
• Customers who are blind or partially sighted. 
• Customers who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
•  Customers who are of pensionable age. 
• A nursing or residential home. 
• Customers with children under five in their household. 
• Any other case that you would like us to consider.

How to apply for free extra support during a power cut
• Online: www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/priority
• Email: psr@ukpowernetworks.co.uk
• Tel: 0800 169 9970
• Complete an application form, available from Sprowston
 Diamond Centre, School Lane, Sprowston, NR7 8TR.

Woodland transferred to Council
A small area of woodland adjacent to Gurney Drive has 
been transferred into the Council’s ownership from 
the West Norfolk Tomato Company. It will expand the 
open space available to the public and create another 
pedestrian access point to Cottage Plantation.
 A tree survey and any subsequent maintenance work 
will be carried out to ensure the area is safe before it is 
opened to the public. 
 The Council is also in the process of establishing 
the future of Cottage Plantation, currently leased by 
Broadland District Council from the Gurney Estate, with 
a view to securing its future.

Wilks Farm Drive play area transformation complete

With the evenings drawing 
in there has been a 
noticeable increase in 
dog fouling across the 
parish in particular 
the walkway adjacent 
Sprowston Recreation 
Ground and the school. 
This land is owned by Norfolk County 
Council and is a main thoroughfare for 
children and parents attending the infant 
and junior schools in this area.

The Town Council has tried to encourage 
dog owners to bag it and bin it with stencils, 
posters, free dog bags, and bins for disposal 
yet there are still those that do not pick up, 
particularly under the cover of darkness 
leaving children to walk through it the next 
day.

l To request the removal of dog faeces
 from this walkway, and roadside
 pavements, please contact Broadland
 District Council, tel: 01603 431133 or
 visit: www.broadland.gov.uk

Christmas wreaths and decorations
Christmas Wreaths and Decorations have been welcome 
at the cemetery but will be removed from Graves by 
the Council Staff with effect from Monday 5th February 
2018.
 If you wish to keep any part of your Christmas tribute 
please make sure it is removed before this date.
 This notice is in accordance with the Council Rules 
and Regulations for the Cemetery, copies of which 
can be obtained from the Council Office at Sprowston 
Diamond Centre, School Lane, Sprowston.
 Thank you for your co-operation in keeping the 
Cemetery safe and tidy.

using the play area to enjoy a larger dog-free grassed 
area, with picnic tables and seating.
 A Teddy Bear shaped bin will replace the existing litter 
bin and an additional bench will be located in the open 
space.  
 The Town Clerk commented: “The equipment chosen 
was designed to appeal to a range of age groups and offer 
something different from other parks in Sprowston”.

Dog fouling
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