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Sprowston Matters

Keep your car 
safe 
Having your car broken into is a 
traumatic experience and can be 
both inconvenient and costly.   

Although Sprowston is a low crime 
area there have been recent 
instances of theft from motor 
vehicles.

Dog walkers can be particularly 
vulnerable if leaving vehicles in 
isolated locations. 

The Police.UK crime prevention 
website suggests that most vehicle 
crime is preventable. It can take as 
little as 10 seconds for a thief to steal 
something from your car. The best 
way to protect your belongings is to 
lock your car whenever you leave it. 
Other things you can do include:

•  Removing everything from the 
car; don’t even leave a jacket 
where it can be seen

•  Closing the sunroof along with 
the windows when you leave

•  Not storing things in the boot; 
take them with you

•  Storing car ownership 
information in your home, not 
your car

•  Having a routine to ensure you 
always take the keys out of the 
ignition

•  Taking removable stereos and 
sat nav equipment with you

•  In addition, using secure (theft 
resistant) number plates can 
make your plates less attractive 
to thieves

Thieves sometimes break into houses 
looking for car keys. They can also 
use wires and hooks ‘to try and drag’ 
your keys through the letterbox.

On one of the hottest days of the 
year a group of young people on the 
National Citizen Programme were 
busy with their buckets of soapy water 
and sponges as part of a fundraising 
car wash for the Big C. 

An area of the Council’s car park was 
coned off to accommodate a pop-up 
car wash and visitors were able, for a 
small contribution, to have their vehicles 
cleaned whilst visiting the park.   

The National Citizen Service is open 

to all 16 and 17-year olds in England. 
It brings together young people from 
different backgrounds and helps 
them develop greater confidence, 
self-awareness and responsibility. 
It encourages personal and social 
development by working on skills 
like leadership, teamwork and 
communication. Participants develop 
a social action project to deal with a 
local issue they’re passionate about, 
and spend 30 hours putting the 
project into action in their community.

Teenagers raise funds for the 
Big C at Sprowston Rec.

Monday 4 November 2019   Late Night   Comedy Drama (15) 102 minutes
Legendary talk-show host Katherine Newbury (Emma Thompson) is a pioneer in 
her field. She keeps her writers’ room on a short leash - and all male. But when 
her ratings plummet as she is accused of being a “woman who hates woman,” 
Katherine puts gender equality on her to-do list and impulsively hires Molly 
Patel (Mindy Kaling), a chemical plant efficiency expert, as the first and only 
female writer on her writing staff.
 
A hilarious, barbed adventure that allows Kaling to play up her woman-of colour 
attributes that don’t conform to tried Hollywood archetypes. 
 
Monday 2 December 2019   All is True   Historical Biopic (12) 101 minutes
The year is 1613, and Shakespeare is acknowledged as the greatest writer of the 
age. But disaster strikes when his renowned Globe Theatre burns to the ground. 
Devastated, Shakespeare returns to Stratford, where he must face as troubled 
past and a neglected family. Haunted by the death of his only son, Hamnet, he 
struggles to mend the broken relationship with his wife and daughters. In so 
doing, he is ruthlessly forced to examine his own failings as a husband and father.
 
Written by Ben Elton, the script features a sharp and satirical take on the life of 
the Bard.

Movie afternoon at Sprowston Diamond Centre in conjunction with Creative 
Arts East and Broadland District Council.

All performances are held at Sprowston Diamond Centre. Doors open at 1.00pm 
when complimentary refreshments will be served. Film performances start at 
1:30pm. Tickets are £5 each and can be purchased on arrival or reserved by 
telephone (01603 408063), or at the Council Office, Recreation Ground Road, 
Sprowston, Norwich NR7 8EW. Children under 16 years must be accompanied 
by an adult. Patrons are asked to turn mobile phones off during performances 
and respect the enjoyment of fellow cinema users.

Join us for Movie Afternoon

The Council is working with 
Broadland District Council and 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust to identify 
small areas of public land around 
Sprowston suitable for insect 
friendly ‘wild planting’. Wild planting 
is a method of managing land to 
increase habitats for insects by 
leaving selected areas to grow 
naturally and enhancing them 
by planting sympathetic native 
flowers and plants. This will be 

Wildlife Friendly Sprowston
carefully managed in such a way 
as to enhance the appearance of 
the spaces whilst not encouraging 
dog fowling or reducing usable 
recreational space. 

We also aim to restore links 
between habitats by creating habitat 
corridors. This will include planting 
of more diverse native hedgerows 
to support a wider range of species 
and enabling plant and animal 
populations to move and interact.     

Chestnut Nursery School opened its 
doors this September in Sprowston. 
Situated on School Lane, in a purpose-
built annex at Sprowston Diamond 
Centre, this day nursery has 52 places 
for children up to five years old 
offering full day care and open all year 
0800 - 1830 Monday to Friday.

New Nursery Opens at Sprowston Diamond Centre
Chestnut Ltd have good and 
outstanding rated nurseries in 
London, Norwich and Cambridge. 

It balances traditional teaching 
methods with learning through play in 
a warm, nurturing environment. 

For further information: 
E: info@chestnut-nursery.co.uk   
T:1603 927277

Grant Scheme 
available for 
Local Projects
Broadland District Council has 
introduced a grant scheme 
whereby each district councillor 
has an annual budget of £500 
to spend on projects and 
activities within their wards. The 
minimum grant which can be 
awarded is £50.  

So do get in touch if your 
organisation would like to apply.

More information see https://
www.broadland.gov.uk/
communityfunding
 
Contact details for your District 
councillors can be found by 
following the link at the bottom 
of the first page of the town 
council website 
www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk  
( or send your application to 
the Town Council office )
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Sprowston Matters

The Town Council have been working 
in close liaison with Norfolk County 
Council and the Head Teacher 
at Falcon Road School to try and 
minimise parking issues at drop 
off and pick times outside Falcon 
School. Although a lot of work has 
already been done to highlight the 
importance of safe and legal parking 
outside the school, complaints are 
still being received about parents who 
continually ignore the rules and put 
children’s lives at risk.

The main problems are:

•  Crossing yellow lines to park on 
grass verges. These parked cars 
greatly reduce space and visibility 
for children trying to cross the road.

•  Parents arriving by car early and 
staying well after School starts and 
finishes. This reduces any Limited 
Parking spaces in the area for 
others.

•  Parking on or opposite junctions 
reducing width turning capacity 
and visibility of other motorists and 
pedestrians.

• Parking on restricted areas.

•  Parking directly outside the school 
gates

Parking at Falcon Road West

•  Parking on grass splays which 
obstructs visibility at junctions

•  Parking on pavements, reducing 
space for children to walk safely.

To help resolve these concerns posts 
will be erected on the verge opposite 
the school and yellow lines repainted. 
Responsible parking will continue to 
be encouraged and alternative ways 
of getting to school such as walking, 
cycling and scooting promoted. The 
Town Council’s Westcotec traffic safety 
system (Sam2) was also deployed to 
measure traffic speeds.  

If you need to drive your child to 
school, for the safety of all families, 
please park with care and remember:

•  No parking on single or double 
yellow lines

•  No double parking

•  No stopping, dropping or parking on 
the School Keep Clear yellow zig zags

•  No parking on corners or junctions 
especially near the school entrances

• Please do not block driveways

• No parking on pavements

•  Respect those who live close to the 
school

Praise in the Park Sprowston has 
now been running for 3 years. This 
ecumenical initiative involves the local 
Sprowston Churches working together 
to ‘get out there’ and meet our 
community in a time of celebration, 
worship and community involvement.

The idea originated some years 
ago when Church leaders created 
a Songs of Praise Service that was 
held outside with a view to being 
an accessible worship space that all 
denominations could engage with. 
This was a successful and enjoyable 
event. In 2017 Sprowston Pioneer 
Ordained (Now Curate) Andy Bunter 
and Methodist Outreach Worker Kirsty 
Deary decided to evolve this great 
work into something slightly bigger 
and with a more accessible feel. Thus, 
with crafts, refreshments, BBQs, 

but we still have some availability 
Saturday am and pm and Sunday pm.

Full sized pitches include shower 
and changing facilities with separate 
officials changing rooms. 

Our three mini pitches are also full 
to capacity Saturday and Sunday 
mornings but there is availability 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

This year our two resident Bowls 
Teams, Sprowston Recreation Ground 
and Sprowston Senior Citizens have 
had a relatively dry summer with few 
games cancelled. Next season we 
welcome Anglian Window Bowls Club 
who will join us in April.  

Inevitably some vandalism and 
antisocial behaviour did occur during 
the holidays, however this was limited 
with Police support from the Safer 
Neighbourhood Team whose priorities 
during the summer months included:

•  High visibility patrols of open spaces 
and to monitor and challenge 
anti-social behaviour and related 
offences, due to light evenings

•  Monitor and challenge any drug 
use in the Barkers Lane and Church 
Lane areas of Sprowston

Non-emergency vandalism or antisocial 
behaviour can be reported to the local 
policing team on the 101 number. In an 
emergency always ring 999.

Pictured is Sprowston Town 
Mayor John Ward at Sprowston 
Junior School’s morning assembly 
welcoming visitors from Kenya. 

As part of the British 
Council Connecting 
Classrooms project 
Sprowston Junior School 
welcomed teachers 
Margaret, Esther and 
Simon from Racecourse 
Primary, their partner 
school in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Connecting Classrooms 
through Global Learning 
supports partnerships 

Town Mayor welcomes 
overseas visitors

between UK schools and schools 
in developing countries to 
build teachers’ skills and pupils’ 
understanding of global issues.

Praise in the Park

football penalty shoot-out, prayer 
tents, games tents and ice creams - 
Praise in the Park was born.

The event has been popular in part 
due to Pioneering efforts by all the 
Churches to reach people where they 
are, and where they feel comfortable. 
With much press attention nationally 
over church attendance, Praise in the 
Park has shown that Church need not 

be inaccessible and still very much has 
a role to play in communicating the 
gospel message to communities and 
engaging people on a spiritual level.

Praise in the Park has been supported 
by Sprowston Town Council who 
continue to work with local Churches 
to facilitate spiritual engagement for 
the benefit of our ever-expanding 
Community.

Park Life 
What a busy summer this has been in 
our parks and open spaces, and how 
lovely to see so many people using the 
facilities. The free tennis courts and 
new Ping outdoor table tennis table 
have proved particularly popular. 

Fortunately, the broken Surf Ride 
was replaced just in time for the 
summer holidays and the new slide 
reattached to the multi-play structure 
at Sprahawk Park a week in. Two 
new novelty bins were installed at 
Blue Boar Lane in exchange for the 
smaller open bins and litter picking 
was increased across our open spaces 
to cope with the additional rubbish 
during the holiday season.   

Information noticeboards were 
erected at Millennium Woodland, one 
to replace the original board as it had 
become dilapidated and a second, 
following popular demand, placed at 
the entrance from Wilks Farm Drive. 

Recycled Benches are to be located at 
Blue Boar Lane open space.   

The Football season started at the 
beginning of September with four 
resident teams. Our pitches are now 
full to capacity on Sunday mornings 

Are you doing 
the right thing 
with your 
waste?
The new Love Norfolk Hate Litter 
campaign was launched in summer 
by the Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk, Sir 
Richard Jewson calling on everyone to 
do their bit to stop litter for a cleaner 
county.

norfolkrecycles.com gives details 
on how to get involved with this 
campaign and useful information 
on how to reduce your rubbish and 
recycle more, including cutting food 
waste, where to repair, composting, 
making the most of your textiles and a 
quiz testing your recycling knowledge.      

Did you know everyone has a duty of 
care to dispose of waste correctly and 
is accountable even if their waste is 
fly-tipped by someone else?

If your waste is fly-tipped, by you or 
someone else on your behalf, you 
could face a fixed penalty notice or 
an unlimited fine. Around 80% of 
fly-tipped waste comes from people’s 
homes and over 80% of items fly-
tipped could have been taken to the 
Recycling Centre for free. 

Leaving items beside street bins 
and recycling banks, on the floor of 
communal bin areas or outside closed 
recycling centres and charity shops 
are all fly-tipping. 

Norfolk Recycles “Let’s Scrap Fly-Tipping” 
gives advice on managing your waste 
and how you can prevent fly-tipping by 
following the SCRAP code:

• Suspect ALL waste carriers

•  Check with the Environment 
Agency on 03708 506 506 that the 
provider taking your waste away is 
licensed

•  Refuse unexpected offers to have 
waste taken away

•  Ask what will happen to your waste

•  Paperwork should be obtained - get 
a full receipt

New One-way System 
To help alleviate chaos at the shopping parade car park on Wroxham Road a 
new one-way system is to be introduced. 

Following on-going complaints about near misses with pedestrians and queues 
holding up traffic whilst trying to access this small car park, the Town Council 
suggested a one-way system. Working with County Council Highways and 
following consultation with proprietors and landlords, to which there was strong 
support, it was agreed that entry and exit signs be erected on the access points. 

With the new system vehicles will enter the car park from the city end access 
point, opposite Golden Plaice and exit on the Wroxham end access point 
opposite Occasions.
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