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Pictured Town Mayor John Ward and Head Teacher 
Edward Savage as additional wooden posts are installed 
on the grass verge opposite Falcon Road school. 

Requests were received from the head teacher and 
concerned parents for assistance to stop dangerous 
parking outside the school. The Town Council liaised with 
Norfolk County Council who agreed to erect six posts on 
the splay at Blithewood Gardens. This did not resolve the 
problem and inconsiderate parking persisted.  

Responding to continuing concerns the Town Council 
agreed to the funding of additional posts to restrict 
vehicular access to approximately 45m of verge.

At the same time the Town Council was also working 
with the County Council to instigate a one-way system 
to address parking problems at the parade of shops on 
Wroxham Road.

Town Mayor John Ward, also County Councillor for 
Sprowston Central division used his Highways budget to 
pay for both projects totalling up to £6,000. 
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Safety Posts at Falcon Road  

Cannerby Lane Open Space
One of the top three facilities requested in the Recreation Facilities survey 
was for nature and wildlife areas including alternative ways of managing the 
verges and smaller open spaces. The green outside the semi-circle of shops on 
Cannerby Lane, currently laid to grass, could be redeveloped for this purpose. 
The Council would like to ask residents in the immediate area how they 
would like this green improved for example, seating, trees, flower boarders, 
wildflowers etc.  

Please email: evelyn.elliot@sprowston-tc.gov.uk or write to Sprowston Town 
Council, Council Office, Recreation Ground Road, Sprowston Norwich NR7 
8EW with your ideas. 

Schedule of Council Meetings Municipal Year 2021/22

All meetings of the Council are open to the public who are welcome to attend, 
and there is an opportunity for residents to ask questions on any matters 
concerning the Town of Sprowston. 

Meetings commence at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.

Copies of the agenda and minutes for each meeting are available on the 
Council’s website www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk (the Friday before the meeting 
date). Paper copies are available free of charge on request from the Council 
Office when they are published. Other background papers and reports can 
also be viewed or copies supplied on payment of a small charge.
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Office opening times for tel. enquiries Mon - Fri 9.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 4.30pm (after hours answerphone)
Town Clerk: Guy Ranaweera  t: (01603) 408063  e: townclerk@sprowston-tc.gov.uk

‘Sprowston Matters’ Editor: Evelyn Elliot  t: (01603) 408063  e: evelyn.elliot@sprowston-tc.gov.uk
Town Council Offices: Recreation Ground Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8EW

Sprowston Town Council and Sprowston Diamond Centre

Funding available 
for Community 
Groups or Projects
Each Broadland District Councillor 
has an annual budget of £500.00 to 
spend on projects in the wards they 
represent. Applications are now being 
invited for 2021/22. 

Last year grants of £500.00 were 
awarded to:

Dawns New Horizon towards the 
purchase of a laptop enabling 
the charity to expand their work 
counselling women who are subject to 
domestic abuse. 

Sprowston Supporting Our 
Community Together. The group 
provides a shopping service, 
prescription collection, telephone 
buddy, jigsaw lending and supports 
and takes requests for food.  

Grow Your Own who encouraged, 
during Covid restrictions, the growing 
of home produce for health and well-
being with a focus on seeds grown 
in pots suitable for small spaces, 
recognising not everyone has access 
to a garden, and engaging children 
whilst home-learning. 

Previous beneficiaries include 
Sprowston Youth Engagement Project 
and the Papillon Project.

Mr Ward said “I am pleased to be able to resolve this 
ongoing problem with dangerous parking outside 
the school. I accept this has dispersed traffic which is 
now parking further away causing annoyance to some 
residents however, it is now much safer for children, 
parents and residents on Falcon Road during busy times.”   

In response to large scale housing 
development in Sprowston, which will 
place increased demand on existing 
open space, the Council formed a small 
working group to look at recreational 
provision across the Town.

The group focussed on identifying: 

•  If current facilities were suitable for 
everyone regardless of age, gender 
or ability; 

•  Areas with good access to green 
space and those with few or no 
facilities;

• Facilities most used by residents;

Recreational 
Facilities Survey

• Capacity of each location; 
•  Planned and likely to be delivered 

recreational facilities in Sprowston;
•  Land within the parish, that not 

currently but could be used for 
recreation; 

•  The needs and wishes of residents.

To gather this information a 
survey was delivered to Sprowston 
households last autumn, results of 
which will be published in the next 
issue of Sprowston Matters.

However, the comments received did 
highlight that a number of residents 

were unaware of all the current 
facilities provided by the council, 
and proposals for new open spaces 
adjacent Blue Boar Lane.

The Town Council owns and maintains 
Sprowston Diamond Centre, Church 
Lane cemetery, Millennium woodland, 
the parks and various open spaces in 
Sprowston and all buildings on these sites. 

Looking at the facilities available 
from East to West 

Harrisons Woodland - whilst still in 
private ownership this large woodland 
recently opened to the public and 
is currently managed by Broadland 
District Council. It has been designed 
to offer accessible routes for visitors 
with quieter areas specifically for 
wildlife. Although dogs are welcome 

Head Teacher Edward Savage 
and Town Mayor John Ward
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Your Broadland District Council Ward 
Members are: 

Sprowston East

Judy Leggett, Ian Moncur and John Ward

Old Catton and Sprowston West

Kenneth Leggett, Karen Vincent and 
Samuel Walker

Sprowston Central

Breanne Cook and Natasha Harpley

Contact details, application criteria and application form are available from  
www.broadland.gov.uk
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owners are requested to keep them 
on a lead and within the designated 
pathways.

Cottage Plantation - is a privately 
owned woodland leased to Broadland 
District Council. It is open to the public 
and has an unmade car park, entrance 
on Blue Boar Lane, which can also 
be used by visitors to Harrisons 
Woodland.

Blue Boar Lane - offers open space 
for informal games and an enclosed 
dog free play area with equipment 
for ages up to 14. Accessed from 
Blue Boar Lane, Atlantic Avenue and 
Hall Wood Road. There are no onsite 
parking facilities. 

Cranes Croft and Hall Wood - are 
small enclosed play areas for children 
under six. Dogs are prohibited and 
there are no onsite parking facilities. 

Sparhawk - a secured park accessed 
from the main gates on Sparhawk 
Avenue or from Peregrine Road, 
on which seasonal opening hours 
are advertised. The park has a large 
open space for informal play and two 
play areas. The younger play area is 
enclosed and suitable for children up 
to 12. The larger play area is aimed 
at older children incorporating more 
challenging equipment. There are 
public disabled, female and male toilet 
facilities. Dogs are prohibited and 
there is no onsite parking.  

Sprowston Recreation Ground - an 
11-acre secured park with seasonal 
opening hours advertised on all gates. 
Accessed from Recreation Ground 
Road, Edwards Road and Dixon Road. 
There are eight lawned and two all 
surface tennis courts available. Grass 
courts open May - September. No fees 
apply just turn up and play. 

There is an enclosed children’s play 
area for ages under 14, a fenced 

cycle track, zip wire and nest swing 
for an older age group and separate 
basketball hoop.

Two full size and three mini football 
pitches for authorised games and a 
non-turf cricket pitch are available for 
hire.

Bring your own bats and ping pong 
ball and play on our outside table 
tennis table. Pre -COVID these were 
provided by the Council.

Located within the park is the iconic 
thatched roof pavilion incorporating a 
function hall, small kitchen, veranda 
and enclosed play area. Available to 
hire for children’s parties, small family 
gatherings and meetings.    

The building was extended in 2016 to 
provide four team and two officials 
changing rooms with showering 
facilities and separate entrance. 

There are public disabled, female and 
male toilet facilities.

Two large car parks service the park 
however, they can be very busy during 
school drop off and collection times. 

The park has a well-maintained bowls 
green with pavilion. The season runs 
from mid-April to mid-September. 
Whilst we have three resident teams, 
casual bowls is available during 
opening hours. Or you could always 
join one of the resident teams who 

are looking for new players. Details 
available on the Council’s website 
www.sprowstontowncouncil-tc.gov.uk 

The Council office is also located at the 
Recreation Ground although not open 
to in person visitors at the moment. 
However, we can be contacted via 
telephone, email or post.

This is a busy park with organised and 
informal activities. It is also a main 
thoroughfare for children and parents 
accessing neighbouring schools and 
whilst dogs are welcome owners are 
requested to keep them under control.  

Barkers Lane playing field - is a large 
open space with sheltered seating. No 
onsite parking available.  

Millennium Woodland

Planted in 2000 to celebrate the new 
millennium this six-acre woodland 
has walkways linking Church Lane, 
Millennium Loke and Wilks Farm 
Drive open space. There is a 130m 
stretch of hard surface footpath for 
wheelchair users and gates can be 
unlocked with a radar key. Whilst dogs 
are welcome owners are requested 
to keep them on a lead. Parking is 
available at Church Lane car park. 
Seasonal opening hours for the car 
park are advertised on the gates. 

Wilks Farm Drive - is a large open 
space on the edge of developed 
Sprowston and still retains a rural feel. 

It has a recently refurbished enclosed 
children’s play area with a wide range 
of equipment designed for ages up 
to 14. No onsite parking facilities 
available. 

Windsor Park Gardens - hidden at the 
back of the housing estate this park 
has large informal open space with 
enclosed play area for under 14’s. 
There is a separate basketball hoop. 
No onsite parking available.   

White House Farm

Play provision between Swan Lane and 
Avocet Rise will include an enclosed 
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), 

Sprowston Diamond Centre is 
gradually reopening for hire to 
eligible groups in accordance with the 
Government’s road map. We hope to 
be fully operational by 21 June 2021
A variety of classes are run at the 
centre including: 

ATP Health and Fitness - Pilates (A fun 
way to achieve your health and fitness 
goals whether they are big or small)- 
www.healthandfitness.uk.com

Bliss Yoga (A gentle flowing style of 
postures (asana). 
Focussed on Wellness) - 
www.blissyoganorwich.co.uk

Dynamic Dance (Variations of Street 
Dance including Locking, Popping, 
Breaking and many more) - 
www.dynamicdancenorwich.co.uk

Get Me Out These Four Walls 
(Offers peer support and informal 
social meets for parents and carers, 
living in Norfolk) - 
www.getmeout.org.uk

Inna Borisova Get Fit (Free Style 
Fitness Yoga. The focus is strength, 
flexibility, balance and control) - 
www.magnapass.co.uk/partner/inna-
borisova

Little Glow (Providing a relaxed, 
informal sensory space for babies 
from birth to pre-walkers) - 
www.norwich.thelittlesensory.co

Little Stars (Creative crafting classes 
for children 18 months to 5 years old)- 
www.bookthatin.com/Book/creative-
planet-norwich-and-east-norfolk

Music Bugs (Sensory, play-based 
music and singing classes for babies, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers) - 
www.musicbugs.co.uk /norwich/classes/

Perfect Performers School of Dance 
(Classes in Ballet, Modern, Tap and 
Acro for pupils from the age of 3) - 
perfectperformers.wixsite.com

Pilates with Laura Newbury 
(Strengthen deep core muscles, tone 
the body, and improve muscle control, 

Re-opening of Sprowston 
Diamond Centre  

flexibility, posture and coordination) - 
www.pilatesbacktohealth 

Slimming World with Abby - 
www.slimmimgworld.co.uk
Other classes and activities will be 
available as restrictions ease. 

To find more details or book a class 
please go to the organisation’s website. 

The centre also has two full sized 
Badminton courts and two Table 
tennis tables available for hire and 
various sized rooms suitable for 
meetings, training and social events. 

All rooms have screens, HDMI, VGA 
and ethernet connectivity, air-con, 
Wi-Fi, access to kitchen facilities on 
the ground floor. 

There is a large car park to the rear 
of the building with disabled, parent 
and toddler parking and cycle racks 
accessed from Neville Road. 

For more details and hire fees please 
visit www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk or email 
evelyn.elliot@sprowston-tc.gov.uk or 
Tel: 01603 408063.  

Large Multi-play Unit, Lone Springer, 
Roundabout, Seesaw, Climber Net, 
Balance Beam, Basket Swing, Toddler 
Swing and Swings for older children. 
The remaining land will be informal 
open space.

The area of open land adjacent 
Sprowston Sports and Social Club, 
fronting onto Blue Boar Lane will have 
equipment catering to a range of 
users; from pre-teen children, through 
teenagers, up to adults. Equipment will 
include an Exercise Bike, Multi-Workout 
frame, Small Monkey Bars, Swings, 
Junior Multi-play Unit, Toddler Swing, 
Basket Swing, Borneo Climber, Zip 
line cableway, Inclusive Roundabout, 
Stepping Stones, Balance Beam, Raised 
Stilt Logs and Gyro swings.

The area will also contain the skate park, 
a car park, a junior football pitch and 
informal open space, all accessed from 
Blue Boar Lane or Harrisons Wood. 

The Town Council intends to adopt 
the open space and equipment from 

developers following its completion.  

It is further hoped that ownership 
of Harrisons Woodland will be 
transferred to the Town Council as 
soon as possible. 

Proposals to construct a shared 
use footway / cycleway and Toucan 
Crossing on Blue Boar Lane are 
currently being considered by Norfolk 
County Council. The scheme includes 
linking it to Mallard Way through the 
unused bus gate at Boar Plantation, 
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