
1

Sprowston
Matters

Sprowston Matters

4

Office opening times for tel. enquiries Mon - Fri 9.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 4.30pm (after hours answerphone)
Town Clerk: Guy Ranaweera  t: (01603) 408063  e: townclerk@sprowston-tc.gov.uk

‘Sprowston Matters’ Editor: Evelyn Elliot  t: (01603) 408063  e: evelyn.elliot@sprowston-tc.gov.uk
Town Council Offices: Recreation Ground Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8EW

Sprowston Town Council and Sprowston Diamond Centre

www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk 

The official newsletter of Sprowston Town Council Issue 61

A distant memory now however, what fantastic weather 
we had for our first summer fete in 10 years. And a big 
thank you to everyone who supported us, we estimate 
over 2000 people attended the event. 

It wasn’t all plain sailing as a major participant 
withdrew just a few days prior, nonetheless with a bit of 
alternative thinking and countless phone calls a range 
of activities and stalls were organised.        

In the arena Perfect Performers entertained us with 
their graceful dancing and RPM bike display team with 
daring shows of skill and bravery. Did you have the 
courage to try the slack line? 

Although tucked away in a corner (they do not like 
noise) the Alpacas proved very popular with younger 
children who had the opportunity to lead them round 
the recently planted tiny forest.

The free inflatables and Zorb balls were in constant 
demand and many food venders so busy they sold out 
of produce. 

Our thanks to the Fire and Police Service for attending, 
Fat Cat Brewery on Tap for providing refreshments in 
the beer tent, The Foreign Locals and Jump the Trax 
for live music, and the many stallholders who together 
made it such a successful event.

Sprowston 
Summer Fete

Sprowston 
Heritage a 
potted history 
by Bev Woolner
Sprowston Heritage was officially 
launched as a millennium project 
by Sprowston residents in 1999. The residents favoured 
producing a tapestry depicting the history of Sprowston, 
write and perform drama, and compile an archive about 
Sprowston and its history. The participating groups 
included churches, schools, councils both parish and 
district and several residents from Sprowston.

Funding was provided by both the councils plus a sizeable 
donation from the Gurney Trust and finally a lottery grant giving 
the group working capital to fulfil its aims. With the tapestry 
finished the initial team fragmented into 3 groups. The tapestry 
group undertook maintaining the tapestries, a group organising 
local history lectures, the archive group continued researching, 
recording, and publishing our local history.

In the early days the archive was mostly physical, a 
collection of documents and items relating to local history. 
There were several small booklets on specific aspects of 
local history published. Our largest publication was the 
Sprowston War Memorials book by David Goodyear and 
Bruce Rampley being edited by Peter Sneddon. Technology 
was rapidly advancing, and it became obvious people’s 
aspirations were changing no longer wishing for booklets 
but being able to access information online. To this end 
the decision was taken to transfer the archive to a digital 
format accessible on the Internet via our website.

Realising the task was beyond the dwindling membership 
the town council was requested to take on the archive thus 
guaranteeing its future. This being agreed by the council, I 
volunteered to continue building and digitising the archive.

To put it into my own words at a recent council meeting. 
“I’ve lived in Sprowston for three quarters of a century, 
how much longer can I carry on as a one-man team?” 
Before adding. “We desperately need some people to hand 
this archive onto, but where do we get them from?”

Sprowston Heritage is searching for new volunteer 
members to join the archive team. Ideally, new team 
members will have the following skills:

1. A passion for local history.
2.  Ability to access and research local history sources.
3.  Computer skills enabling text documents to be produced.
4.  An ability to write articles in an accurate concise factual

and readable form.

We are now preparing for the 2023 summer fete, 
Saturday 29 July 2023. If you are interested in being a 
stallholder, please contact us. Tel: 01603 408063 
Email: townclerk@sprowston-tc.gov.uk      

Christmas Opening Hours
Christmas and New Year opening times 2022/2023 
Sprowston Recreation Ground and Sparhawk Park will open 
on Christmas Day and Boxing Day. • Christmas Day: Open at 
10.00am. Close at 4.30pm. • Boxing Day: Open at 10.00am. 
Close at 4.30pm. • New Year’s Day 1st January 2023: 
Closed. • All other dates: Normal opening and closing 
times apply. All other Sprowston Town Council public open 
spaces and parks remain open over the Christmas period. 
Sprowston Town Council Office, will be closed from 4.30pm 
23 December 2022 reopening 9.30am on Tuesday 3 
January 2023.

5.  Digital skills to enhance any illustrations to be included
in the article.

6.  A working knowledge of Wikimedia to enable articles to
be published, or willingness to learn.

7.  The ability to work as a team where multi-skilling will be
encouraged.

The archive team’s tasks and goals are listed below:
Research
Explore local sources both physical and internet-based, 
relating to Sprowston. Many sources can be accessed via 
Norfolk Library Service locally. Log all finds to enable other 
team members to access these items easily.

Select projects
It is envisaged the team will meet to select suitable 
subjects for website articles. Chosen subjects would be 
further researched to find supporting information, such as 
reports, maps, and photographic evidence. 

Editorial work
When article research is completed, the results need 
converting into a factual and readable article. The resultant 
text document with enhanced and titled illustrations is 
ready to be published. 

Moderation
Prior to publication the completed article will be subject to 
moderation by the team to ensure all protocols have been 
adhered to.

Publishing 
The text document and illustrations will be converted into 
the syntax for Wikimedia and uploaded. Once published, 
members will be encouraged to read and identify any 
mistakes needing correction.

If you would like to get involved with Sprowston’s local 
history and you match the requirements above, please 
submit your name and contact details to 
bevthebinder@aol.com

Sprowston Diamond Centre 
Community Cinema
Join us the first Monday of each month (unless a Bank 
Holiday) to view recently released films at Sprowston 
Diamond Centre.

Doors open at 12.30pm when complimentary 
refreshments are served. Film performances start at 
1.00pm.

Our next screening will be 5 December 2022, when 
we are pleased to show The Outfit. The year is 1956, 
Leonard (Mark Rylance), a master English tailor who’s 
ended up in Chicago, operates a corner tailor shop 
with his assistant (Zoey Deutch) where he makes 
beautiful clothes for the only people around who can 
afford them: a family of vicious gangsters. One night, 
two killers (Dylan O’Brien, Johnny Flynn) knock on his 
door in need of a favour - and Leonard is thrust onto 
the board in a deadly game of deception and murder.

Admission £5.00, tickets available on the door, cash 
and card payments accepted. 

Go to www.sprowston-tc.gov.uk for more details. 
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Hi Everyone, What a wonderful summer we have 
had. Since taking over as Chair of the Council in 

May from Cllr. John Ward it’s been quite busy.

First came the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations on 
the 2nd June which were organised in co-operation with 
the church lead by the Reverend Canon Simon Stokes. I 
had the great honour to deliver the Queen’s Proclamation 
and light the beacon in the grounds of St Mary and St 
Margarets Church. This is now tinged with sad loss of our 
Queen in September. What a poignant event the funeral 
was and I look forward to seeing King Charles III continue 
his mother’s work.

Hot on the heels of that was the Summer Fete on the 23rd 
July organised by the Town Council but relied heavily on 
our council staff and grounds staff to pull it off. Special 
thanks to our Town Clerk and his wife for the tremendous 
effort they put in when last minute issues arose. When 
talking to those who participated they all agreed it was an 
enjoyable day and want to do it again. So, the council will 
be discussing that soon. However, with the development of 
the Viking Centre on Tills Road expected to start in earnest 
next year it’s going to be a busy time for the Council. You 
will have seen the plans for the site in a previous Sprowston 
Matters, other publications and open days. There will be 
more information as it becomes available.

The SYEP (Sprowston Youth Engagement Project), which is 
our youth club, celebrated its 10th anniversary this year. 
Since starting they have engaged with over 500 youth, 200 
since April this year alone. You will have seen their caravan 
on the Edwards Road-end car park at the Recreation 
Ground over the summer, but they also regularly meet at 
St Cuthbert’s Annexe and provide a range of other activities 
too. Their latest venture is to build an Urban Adventure 
Garden near the Council allotments on Church Lane.

It looks like we are all in for a pretty rough winter so I’ll ask 
you all to look after each other, especially those neighbours 
who are vulnerable, without family or friends and maybe 
without much food or heating.

Community planting event at 
the Diamond Field
On Saturday 26th November, why not take part in a 
free community planting event at the Diamond Field 
on School Lane?

Come along and help plant 50 metres of new hedging. 
This will complement the existing section of hedgerow 
which was planted during a previous community 
event in March 2022.

Spaces are limited, so be sure to book a free ticket at 
https://Sprowstonplanting.eventbrite.co.uk (or go to 
the Eventbrite website and search “Sprowston Town 
Council”) Alternatively, phone the Town Council office 
on 01603 408063. Please book one ticket per group of 
up to 5 people. Tickets are for a 1 hour time slot.

We have a small number of spades to lend out, but to 
avoid disappointment please bring your own spade 
and gardening gloves if you can.

The Diamond Field is opposite Sprowston Diamond 
Centre, on the junction of School Lane and Neville 
Road. Postcode: NR7 8TR. Plenty of free parking on site.

We hope to see you there!

Mr Nigel Shaw
It is with great sadness that 
in August 2022 Town Council 
received news that Nigel Shaw, 
a serving member of the Council 
had died at the age of 70. Mr 
Shaw represented the residents 
of Sprowston North East Ward 
for 7 years. He also served on the 
District Council from 2002.

Mr Shaw had a keen interest in aviation. Fellow Councillors 
described him as a unique welcoming person, a man of 
different ideas and alternative thinking.

An election was held on 20 October 2022 to fill the vacancy 
left by Mr Shaw and the elected Councillor will be invited to 
attend the Council meeting to be held 19 November 2022. 

Chairman’s 
Chat by 
Councillor 
Bill Couzens

”

Developers at White House Farm have been on-site a very 
long time however the last house in the current phase is 
due for completion in August 2023. 

Council have been urging the developers to give the open 
space and play areas a greater priority and make them 
available to residents as soon as possible. 

A range of play and outside gym equipment will be 
included across the new open spaces.

Areas L5, L6 and L7 on the map have been fenced to 
prevent public access while work is carried out to remove 
hardcore and subsoil and to refill with topsoil followed by 
levelling and seeding, prior to opening.

Delivery of a cycle 
lane on Blue Boar 
Lane is expected in 
March 2023.

A new car park off 
Blue Boar Lane has 
been approved by 

Norfolk County Council runs the Norfolk Assistance Scheme (NAS) 
which helps people who are in financial hardship and cannot pay 
their living costs. Telephone 0344 800 8020, or search online “NCC 
Norfolk assistance scheme”.

Broadland District Council run a Help Hub which can assist 
people struggling with isolation, housing issues, food, or 
debt and money management. Call 01603 430431, or email 
helphub@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk. 

White House Farm open space, 
play areas and skatepark including 
cycle Lane on Blue Boar Lane

Norfolk County Council. Construction of the car park and its 
junction from Blue Boar Lane is essential for developers to 
prepare area L18 for the skatepark and play and adult gym 
equipment. 

Areas:

L5 includes a large open space and play equipment.   

L6 location of Multi-Use Games Area

L7 to remain as Open Space

L15 site of small play area and equipment for younger 
children  

L18 site of skate park, play equipment, outside gym 
equipment, open space and car park.

Harrisons woodland currently remains under private 
ownership and managed by Broadland District Council. 
We are hopeful a direct transfer of ownership to the Town 
Council will take place soon.  

Council will continue to pressure developers to open the 
public open space as soon as possible.

Atlantic Avenue
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