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Guy Ranaweera

From: Lola Poole <Lola.Poole@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk>
Sent: 06 December 2023 13:02
To: SNC Parish Clerks; BDC Parish Clerks
Cc: Claire Curtis; Tracy Lincoln; Helen Mellors
Subject: New Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) Information Pages

Dear all, 

We would like to make you aware that we have created some new webpages on the Planning 
page of Broadland and South Norfolk Councils website, relating specifically to local Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) within both districts.  

We wanted to help our communities find quick and easy access to information regarding NSIP’s 
and this was the driving force behind the webpage. It was fully appreciated negotiating the 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project website hosted by the planning inspectorate, can be 
time consuming, and often difficult to find the documents people actually want. The website will be 
continually updated as part of the project to ensure access to the most relevant information is 
provided.  The page will hopefully be useful for all stakeholders, including the community, political 
members and parish councils impacted. 

Link: https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/planning 

Here you will find the following information: 

- ‘About Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects’ which explains what they are, the
Development Consent Process and the Local Authorities role.

- ‘National Policy’ which provides links to the governments new National Planning Policy
Statements.

- Specific NSIP projects by type: National Highways Schemes; Offshore Wind Farms and
Electricity.

These pages give an overview of the project, including which District host the project and
what stage they are at in the process, with links to key documents and information,
particularly the Development Consent Order as made (if determined, which contains the
requirements (conditions) attached to the consent), land plans etc. and to the developer’s
website.

Additionally, the contact details for Orsted and Vattenfall, are available on the specific
project pages, for communities to contact them directly regarding issues and concerns in
respect of any works that are taking place.

There will be a mapping tool displaying the offshore windfarms and Norwich to Tilbury routes, this 
has yet to be developed and added to the web page. 
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Please do share with your communities. 

Any queries or issues, please do let me know. 

Kindest regards, 
Lola 

Lola Poole 
Project and Business Support Officer (Development Management) 
Directorate of Place 
South Norfolk and Broadland District Councils 
t 01508 505420 e lola.poole@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 

Our Broadland and South Norfolk Councils offices are now based at Broadland Business Park in the Horizon Centre. 
Find out how you can access our services by visiting our website or by calling us on 01508 533633  
This email and any attachments are intended for the addressee only and may be confidential. If they come to you in error you must take no action based on 
them, nor must you copy or show them to anyone. Please advise the sender by replying to this email immediately and then delete the original from your 
computer. Unless this email relates to Broadland District Council or South Norfolk Council business it will be regarded by the council as personal and will not 
be authorised by or sent on behalf of the councils. The sender will have sole responsibility for any legal actions or disputes that may arise. We have taken 
steps to ensure that this email and any attachments are free from known viruses but in keeping with good computing practice, you should ensure they are 
virus free. Emails sent from and received by members and employees of Broadland District Council and South Norfolk Council may be monitored.  
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Guy Ranaweera

From: Norwich Western Link <Norwichwesternlink@norfolk.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 December 2023 13:21
To: Guy Ranaweera
Subject: Norwich Western Link Project Update

Dear Sir/Madam 

I’m following up, as promised, on my email from Friday 24 November to confirm that my cabinet 
colleagues and I considered the cabinet report on the Norwich Western Link this morning and we 
approved all the recommendations in the report. 

The next steps for the project include seeking approval for the increased project budget from a 
meeting of our full council on Tuesday 30 January. 

I’m hoping by that point we might have more information from the Department for Transport 
regarding the suggestion that they increase their contribution to the project over and above the 
£213 million they have already committed. Bringing more national investment into Norfolk would of 
course be extremely welcome and it could mean that the local contribution we would need to 
make towards the cost of the project would actually be slightly less than we anticipated would be 
necessary when the previous budget was agreed in July 2022. 

The project team are working hard to get the planning application documents updated so that 
these can be finalised and submitted early next year. As mentioned in my last email, these 
documents will be published in full after we have submitted them to the planning authority, which 
in this instance is Norfolk County Council, but this is an entirely separate part of the authority to 
the project team. 

The planning authority will then run their own statutory public consultation on the planning 
application, so everyone will have the opportunity to view and comment on the proposals at that 
stage. We’ll email again before this point to provide another update and let you know how you will 
be able to view the documents and take part in the consultation. 

In the meantime, I know that lots of you will be as pleased as I am that we are moving this much-
needed project forward. It’s important that we continue to invest in Norfolk’s infrastructure, to 
tackle existing traffic problems, support local businesses and enable our road networks to cope 
with planned housing and job growth. 

With Herring Bridge in Great Yarmouth nearing completion and construction due to start on Long 
Stratton Bypass next spring, and now with planning applications being finalised for both the 
Norwich Western Link and West Winch Housing Access Road in west Norfolk, we’re making great 
strides in ensuring our county has the road infrastructure it needs for the future. 

Best wishes, 

Graham  

Cllr Graham Plant 
Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Infrastructure 
Norfolk County Council 
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Guy Ranaweera

From: David Townsend <davebev1@aol.com>
Sent: 13 December 2023 10:09
To: Guy Ranaweera
Subject: Re: Community Grant Scheme - Sprowston Community Garden
Attachments: GRANT POLICY - Pinciples of grant aid.docx

Dear Guy 

I am sending this email as a covering letter to Sprowston Town Council for matching funding for 
the Broadland District Council Community Grant Scheme.  The amount of the grant awarded by 
BDC is £1500.00. 

The money is to be used for improvements to Sprowston Community Garden, to extend the area 
that can be enjoyed by the local residents as a place to visit, rest, socialise and enjoy being in a 
green space in the centre of Sprowston.   

I have read the Principles of Funding and agree to the terms. 

Thank you (and Natasha Harpley) for your continued support. 

Beverley Townsend 

On behalf of Sprowston Community Garden (in the grounds of Sprowston Methodist Church) 

Tel 07796 303555 

On Tuesday, 12 December 2023 at 14:14:55 GMT, Guy Ranaweera <guyranaweera@sprowston-tc.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Cllr Harpley (with copy to David Townsend) 

Thank you for your email, the contents of which I have noted. 
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To reduce the admin burden on the applicant, Sprowston Town Council will be pleased to consider the grant funding 
application form which Sprowston Community Garden submitted to the BDC Community Grant Scheme (and which 
you have kindly already forwarded to me).  

However, we still need to request the following: 

 Sprowston Community Garden submit written confirmation to us of the amount of funding required from the
Town Council.

 Sprowston Community Garden confirm in writing their agreement to abide by our Principles of Funding
(attached for information).

These can both be confirmed to me by email. 

Please note, applications received after 13th December 2023 will be considered at the Town Council meeting of 24th 
January 2024. 

Kind regards 

Guy Ranaweera 

Town Clerk 

Sprowston Town Council 

Council Office 

Recreation Ground Road 

Sprowston 

NR7 8EW 

T: 01603 408063 

E. GuyRanaweera@sprowston-tc.gov.uk

This email, and any files, transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
to whom they are addressed.  If you have received this email in error please notify me immediately.  If you are not the 
intended recipient you should not copy it for any purpose or disclose its contents to any other person.  While every 
effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information given in this email Sprowston Town Council does not accept 
any responsibility for any loss or damage sustained from acting on the information. 

This email and all attachments have been checked for computer viruses. 
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Community Grant Scheme application form – MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

SPONSORING MEMBER 

1. Councillor name

2. Name of Group requiring funding

3. Has the activity received funding from BDC in the last 2 years

4. Description of the project

5. Outcomes of the project (please provide a brief summary of what the project
expects to achieve):

6. What is the expected start date and end date of the project (please note that
the funds need to be spent within a year):

Natasha Harpley

Sprowston Community Garden

Upgrade of garden space to create a community picnic area, including accessible tables.

This will require the removal of an old tree stump, adding paving, compost bins,  laying new

turf, removal of green waste and new flower beds.

This will diversify the already well loved community space and make it accessible for people 

who use wheelchairs. 

This will depend on the weather and availability of volunteers/professionals but ASAP 

No

APPLICATION 8
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7. Which of the Council's priorities does the application address? (You may tick more
than one)

× Enhancing the quality of life and the environment 

Promoting a thriving economy 

Being business-like, efficient and customer aware 

x Supporting communities to realise their potential 

8. How does your application meet this/these priorities?

9. Does the project need any permission or consent to go ahead? (Planning,

licensing, listed buildings or DBS checks etc.) If so, please provide details including

Ref No's. and Officer details.

10. Who will run the project?

11. Total Cost of the project

By making the area more accessible to people using wheelchairs, the project makes the 

garden more accessible and inclusive for the whole community. The picnic area and general 

garden upgrade improves the diversity of this space, its aesthetics, practicality and more 

environmentally friendly. 

No 

Contact details Beverly Townsend, address is 15 Church View Close NR7 8QA.  tel 

07796303555 and email davebev1@aol.com 

£3250 
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12. How much is requested from the Community Grant Scheme?

13. How will the funding be used?

14. Is there any match-funding available?

15. Does your Local Parish/Town Council have CIL money available to support your
project?

£3000 

To pay fornthe dogger, picnic tables and all other materials needed to complete the project 

as described  

No bit they will be using their Community at Heart prize fund to go towards 
this project  
If yes, please state the amount of funding you have and the fund source; also 
include whether the funding has been confirmed: 

If no, how will you fund the rest of the project if there is no match funding? 

A) If yes, have you approached them for funding, have they agreed to
support your project, please state amount being awarded

B) If the answer is yes but they are not prepared to support your project,
please give reason why they are not supporting

No 
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Guy Ranaweera

From: Ken Lashley <ken@thelashleys.com>
Sent: 12 December 2023 23:31
To: Guy Ranaweera
Cc: Cllr Natasha Harpley; Bill Couzens; Trevor Bidle
Subject: Re: Community Grant Scheme - Sprowston Senior Citizens Club

To Town Clerk, cc Council chairman 

Hi Guy, 

The trustees of Sprowston Senior Citizens Club wish to apply to the Town Council for matched funding for a project 
to replace our lighting with more energy efficient units. The estimate we have is for £974 + VAT ( £1168.80p by my 
calculation) and as you will have seen Broadland DC have offered us £600 towards the project. We can supply a copy 
of the estimate if required. I confirm that the trustees will abide by the council's Principles of Funding. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ken Lashley, treasurer 

On Tue, 12 Dec 2023 at 14:14, Guy Ranaweera <GuyRanaweera@sprowston-tc.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Cllr Harpley (with copy to Ken Lashley) 

Thank you for your email, the contents of which I have noted. 

To reduce the admin burden on the applicant, Sprowston Town Council will be pleased to consider the grant 
funding application form which Sprowston Senior Citizens Club submitted to the BDC Community Grant Scheme 
(and which you have kindly already forwarded to me).  

However, we still need to request the following: 

 Sprowston Senior Citizens Club submit written confirmation to us of the amount of funding required from
the Town Council.

 Sprowston Senior Citizens Club confirm in writing their agreement to abide by our Principles of Funding
(attached for information).

These can both be confirmed to me by email. 

Please note, applications received after 13th December 2023 will be considered at the Town Council meeting of 24th 
January 2024. 
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Community Grant Scheme application form – MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

SPONSORING MEMBER 

1. Councillor name

2. Name of Group requiring funding

3. Has the activity received funding from BDC in the last 2 years

4. Description of the project

5. Outcomes of the project (please provide a brief summary of what the project
expects to achieve):

6. What is the expected start date and end date of the project (please note that
the funds need to be spent within a year):

Natasha Harpley

Sprowston Senior Citizens Club

Replacement of old, inefficient strip lights with low energy bulbs

To make the main hall of the club more energy efficient to both save money and lower their 

carbon emissions  

This can start immediately and be completed within a few weeks 

No

APPLICATION 10
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7. Which of the Council's priorities does the application address? (You may tick more
than one)

× Enhancing the quality of life and the environment 

Promoting a thriving economy 

Being business-like, efficient and customer aware 

x Supporting communities to realise their potential 

8. How does your application meet this/these priorities?

9. Does the project need any permission or consent to go ahead? (Planning,

licensing, listed buildings or DBS checks etc.) If so, please provide details including

Ref No's. and Officer details.

10. Who will run the project?

11. Total Cost of the project

As a place used by many people on the community, by showcasing theory eco credentials, 

they will be setting a really positive example  It will also save them money , giving them 

more money to spend on activities to support the community  

No 

Kenneth Lashley
23 Neville Road
Sprowston
Norwich NR7 8DS
Tel 01603 466007

£1200 
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12. How much is requested from the Community Grant Scheme?

13. How will the funding be used?

14. Is there any match-funding available?

15. Does your Local Parish/Town Council have CIL money available to support your
project?

£1200 

To replace the old strip lights with new low energy bulbs 

No 

A) If yes, have you approached them for funding, have they agreed to
support your project, please state amount being awarded

B) If the answer is yes but they are not prepared to support your project,
please give reason why they are not supporting

No 
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Sprowston Street Lighting Proposals 

Purpose of Report: 

 To provide an asset management strategy, complete with costs, to the Town
Council to make an informed decision regarding their street lighting asset.

 To provide mitigation measures based on structural testing reports previously
received by the Town Council.

 To replace remaining lanterns to ensure all units in town are LED.
 Information regarding benefits of central management system (CMS) to

control and monitor all lights.
 To carry out routine maintenance to lighting assets owned by the Town

Council from 01 April 2024.

Asset Management: 

To protect the Town Council regarding column failure, structural testing is required to 
identify the longevity of the lighting columns. This test provides an indemnity against 
claims and is based upon the traffic light RAG system where a: 

 Red defect - requires imminent replacement
 High Amber – replace within 3 years or retest
 Green – Retest in 5 years.

The results from this testing will also provide a forward ongoing column replacement 
programme that will compliment maintenance activities. 

Energy 

As you will be aware, energy costs have recently experienced unprecedented 
increases. The energy costs Suffolk County Council (SCC) obtain, is Green Energy 
and benefits from economies of scale as the street lighting energy is purchased 
alongside the council’s other activities. However, energy cost increased in 2022/23 
to an average rate of around £0.36 pence per kilowatt hour; although this is higher 
than we would like, this figure was benchmarked against other authorities and is 
favourable in many cases, and we are hopeful this year’s rate will see a reduction in 
this figure.  

Suffolk Streetlighting have experience in employing energy reduction strategies to 
mitigate rising energy costs. Initiatives such as part night lighting and dimming 
alongside conversion of lanterns to LED is already employed in Suffolk and 
neighbouring counties whose lights Suffolk Streetlighting maintain. 

Central Management System 

A CMS is proposed for the Town Council, currently as used by SCC, that monitors 
and controls the lighting units. This system monitors the street lighting and 
automatically reports faults as they occur; there is no need for night time scouting. 
The system also provides the facility to dim the lighting units and to implement part 
night lighting on any units the town council considers would benefit from this 
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approach and save energy. In essence the town council can have a switching 
strategy that is bespoke to them and takes into account local needs with individual 
lights operating at different times should this be required. 

Recommendation 

To implement the asset strategy and reduce energy costs, the following 
recommendations are proposed: 

Structural Testing 

From the structural testing results received and assessing the Recommended Retest 
dates, it appears that 539 units are in date and do not currently require structural 
testing. Therefore, the remaining 316 columns require a test. 

Periodic Electrical Testing 

We do not have possession of any periodic electrical testing results at this time. The 
ongoing maintenance service we provide as part of our maintenance service allows 
for 1/6th of the asset to be electrically tested each year and costs for this are included 
below in the maintenance charges. 

Lantern Replacements 

To reduce energy costs and enable the central management system to be installed, 
it is recommended to replace the remaining lanterns to LED (792no.). A survey will 
need to be carried out to confirm quantities. We have provided approximate energy 
costs associated with the existing lighting, the savings associated where lantern 
replacements are carried out and also where part night lighting is implemented 
across the Town. We can also provide additional savings through dimming should 
the Town Council require. 

Enhanced Maintenance 

A single annual fee per lighting unit is charged that includes the following: 

 Scheduled maintenance.
 A 10-day repair time for faults once reported to, or identified by, Suffolk Highways. Note

that the central management system reports faults daily and therefore no time is lost
awaiting reports. The 10 days is from light out to repair, not from report of light not
working.

 A 6-year cycle of electrical testing, visual structural inspection (structural testing is
charged separately) and associated record keeping, to satisfy safety legislation.

 A freephone reporting service for faults and on-line reporting system (complete with
mapping) that can be accessed through the internet (via the SCC Website) by the public.

 Identification, reporting and management of faults with an electricity company supply.
 Maintaining the inventory of lights and agreeing the energy usage with the supplier.
 Local decision making on major replacements.
 Co-ordination of mains supply connections for new lighting.
 Management of legal requirements for working in the highway.
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 Full replacement of lighting unit, inclusive of mains electricity connection, where involved
in a road traffic collision or through vandalism, all at no cost to the Town Council

What will it cost? 

The annual fee will be calculated as the sum of: 

1. Enhanced Maintenance.
2. Energy: - Current County contract rates + Climate Change Levy
3. Management:

Inflation: - Prices will vary annually according to a standard formula based on national price 
indices. 

Joining the Scheme 

Participants can join at any time, effective from the first day of a calendar month, but 
preferably at the start of the financial year (1 April).  This is subject to the following 

 The agreement of any other party involved in any existing contract for the
provision of energy or maintenance of the lights.

 The condition of all lighting units owned by the applicant is acceptable to the
County Council and its Maintenance Contractor

Leaving the Scheme 

Participants can choose to leave the scheme from 31 March in any year, subject to giving 3 
months’ notice.  It will also be possible to leave at other times, or with less notice, if the 
County Council agrees. The County Council will not withhold agreement unreasonably.  The 
County Council must reserve the right to withdraw the service from 31 March in any year, 
subject to 3 months’ notice, but there is no intention that the scheme will be of limited 
duration. 

Paying for the Service 

The County Council pays its energy supplier and its maintenance contractor monthly.  To 
simplify administration for all concerned, 100% of the annual charges to participants under 
the scheme will be invoiced at the end of the financial year and will include any adjustments 
for changes in the inventory during the year. The year-end invoice for the current financial 
year, will be invoiced during February, this to be paid by 31st March. 
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Annual Costs: 

The costs below are based on our predicted energy cost for this year and the expectation is 
that this will continue next year. It is our understanding that this predicted rate is less than 
you currently pay for your low-rate tariff, however as stated in the previous energy 
paragraph, it is very difficult to be accurate with these figures in today’s market. Our energy 
costs have however previously been proved to be favourable in many cases when 
benchmarked against other authorities.  

Unit Cost No. of Units Total 
Maintenance  £ 16.30 855 Lights  £   13936.50 
Energy Yr1 (approx.)  £ 0.30  229.139 KWH  £   68741.70 
Administration 10%  £      8267.82 

Total  £   90946.02 

Lantern Replacements 

Rates given below are for bulk orders of at least 250 lanterns, individual lantern 
replacements would attract a higher charge.  

Lantern Unit Cost Quantity Total 
CU E950 15w  £       363.46 788  £ 286406.48 
CU P863 62w  £       416.97 4  £      1667.88 

Total  £ 288074.36 

For the CMS there will be a requirement to install a base station to enable 
communications. The cost for this, and for the individual GPS nodes, has been 
apportioned in the above figures. 

Column Replacements 

From the structural testing results we were provided; the following have been 
identified for replacement based upon Red Results where next test date equals 
previous test date. 

4no. Removal of existing column to tip including bracket arm and lantern, transfer of 
underground mains cable, installation of new 6m column complete with LED lantern, 
CMS node and all internal wiring. 

For the sum of: £ 5988.20 plus VAT. (£ 1497.05 Plus VAT per column) 
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Structural Testing 

Form the records received, there are 316 units requiring a structural test. The cost 
for this would be as follows: 

For the sum of:  £5018.08 plus VAT (£15.88 per test.) 

Please note monthly invoices for non-routine maintenance works will be submitted to 
the town council for payment for works completed in the preceding month. 

No allowance has been made within the rates for permits, road space booking or 
costs associated with these activities. Suffolk Streetlighting will provide a programme 
to Sprowston TC to arrange if required. 

Energy Consumption 
The energy consumption charts below show a comparison between what we expect 
you to be paying for energy this year based on purely  your low rate figure ( so your 
actual  payment will be higher as some units are at a higher rate), compared to our 
predicted energy figure for this year. We use a composite rate, and this figure is 
averaged out across the year to give you your final invoice at year end.  

From the information provided, a substantial saving can be made from changing to 
LED lanterns. In addition, further savings can be realised by having the dimming and 
switching options the CMS system can provide. 
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100% Power 

Clerks Note: STC's electricty supply is contracted with ESPO until 2028. Unit price is 36p per KWh. Comparason price for LEDs at 36p per KWh = £21,195 
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Part Night Lighting Applied 
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50 % Dimming applied
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75% Dimming applied 
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