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Executive Summary 

An essential consideration when drawing up planning documents is their effect on the 

environment and peopleôs quality of life, both now and in the future. To help address 

this, a Sustainability Appraisal will be carried out alongside the preparation of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that environmental, social and economic 

sustainability objectives are complied with and to avoid or minimise any adverse 

impacts. 

Government guidance on undertaking Sustainability Appraisal of development plans 

presents a five-stage process, each stage of which contains criteria to fulfil that 

requirement (see Table 1). The first stage of Sustainability Appraisal requires the 

production of a Scoping Report. 

The initial Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Jan 2013) was subject to 

consultation. Minor amendments and clarification, based on comments received from 

the national environmental bodies (English Heritage, Natural England, Environment 

Agency), were then made in order to produce a final Scoping Report. This has been 

used to inform the production of this Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

The assessments found that all policies will have positive impacts in the short, medium 

and long term. 
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1.0 Introduction and Methodology 

Neighbourhood plans are a relatively new level of planning policy and as such a 

precedent has not been set as to their relative environmental significance. As 

neighbourhood plans can cover a large range of subjects including the location of new 

development, it has been decided in this case to assume that there will be a 

requirement for a Sustainability Appraisal, and the purpose of this report is to form the 

final report of that appraisal. 

An essential consideration when drawing up planning documents is their effect on the 

environment and peopleôs quality of life, both now and in the future. To help address 

this, a Sustainability Appraisal incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

has been carried out alongside the preparation of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

to ensure that environmental, social and economic sustainability objectives are 

complied with and to avoid or minimise any adverse impacts. As such, it is an integral 

part of producing the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan that incorporates the principles of 

sustainability. 

Background to Sustainability Appraisal 

Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic process undertaken during the preparation of a 

plan or strategy, as required by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

(S19(5)). There is also a requirement for Development Plan Documents to undergo an 

environmental assessment, (known as a Strategic Environmental Assessment) under 

European Directive 2001/42/EC (transposed into UK legislation by the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004). It is intended that the 

Sustainability Appraisal incorporates the Strategic Environmental Assessment in 

accordance with the Act and Regulations. This means that in addition to environmental 

issues, on which a Strategic Environmental Assessment focuses, social and economic 

matters will also be addressed as part of the overall assessment of sustainability, within 

a single joint appraisal. 

Thus, the substantive Sustainability Appraisal process has: 

ü Adopted a long-term view of development within the area covered by the plan, 

with particular interest on the social, environmental, and economic effects of the 

proposed plan 

ü Developed an effective system for ensuring that sustainability objectives are 

transformed into sustainable planning policies 
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ü Reflected global and national concerns, as well as concerns at regional and 

local levels 

ü Provided an audit trail of how the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan has been 

revised to take into account the findings of the sustainability appraisal. 

ü Incorporated the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Directive 

ü Produced and consulted on a Scoping Report early in the process for the plan 

Government guidance on undertaking Sustainability Appraisal of Local Development 

Documents (of which the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will be comparable to) 

presents a five-stage process, each of which contains criteria to fulfil that requirement. 

These stages are described in Government guidance in the following manner: 

Table 1: Five Stage Method of Sustainability Appraisal 

Stage A Pre-production, setting the context and objectives, evidence gathering to 

establish a baseline and deciding on the scope, culminating in production of 

scoping report 

Stage B Developing and refining options and assessing effects and mitigation by 

testing plan objectives against the SA Framework 

Stage C Documenting and appraising the effects of the plan and preparing the SA 

Report 

Stage D Consulting on the plan and the SA Report 

Stage E Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan 

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 

Documents, ODPM 2005) 

Sustainability Appraisal was an iterative process after the production of the Scoping 

Report (Stage A). The appraisal framework was used to consider the effects of the 

different options proposed by the plan, and considering the key issues where they 

arise. 

The Sustainability Appraisal process ran concurrently with the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan process, and after the initial scoping for the Sustainability 

Appraisal was carried out the next stage was the developing and refining of options 

and assessing their effects. The process of refinement and assessment was carried out 

concurrently with the production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. This draft 

Sustainability Appraisal report along with a draft of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

containing a favoured option will be made available for consultation prior to its 
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publication for submission to Broadland District Council. A final version of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and its separate Sustainability Appraisal report will be 

made available when the plan is published prior to its submission to Broadland District 

Council who will arrange for it to be reviewed by an independent person, prior to a 

referendum being held. 

Scoping 

The first stage of Sustainability Appraisal (Stage A) required the production of a 

Scoping Report. This compromised five specific steps. The steps are part of a circular 

process of continuous improvement and refinement. The Scoping Report structure is 

detailed on the following page. 

Table 2: Tasks required within Stage A (Scoping) of SA 

Task A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans, programmes and sustainability 

objectives 

Task A2 Collecting baseline information 

Task A3 Identifying sustainability issues 

Task A4 Developing the SA Framework 

Task A5 Consulting on the scope of the SA 

Source: SA of Regional Spatial Strategies and LDDs, ODPM 2005) 

Each step in stage A (scoping) was dealt with in turn in the sections of the 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping report. 

The Scoping Report was the first element of the Sustainability Appraisal that has 

emerged alongside the production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and conforms 

to the Broadland Local Development Framework. 

The Scoping Report had regard to and built upon the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability 

Appraisal and the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Site Allocations and 

Area Action Plan Development Plan Documents (produced in August 2009). The Site 

Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report contained a broad range of 

information across Broadland relevant to the production of the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan and a Sustainability Appraisal Assessment Framework with a set 

of indicators for the appraisal of emerging polices. Subsequently this had regard to and 

built upon the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Joint Core Strategy, 

adopted in December 2007 and produced jointly across the districts of Broadland, 

Norwich and South Norfolk. As the proposed Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan is 
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subsidiary to the overarching Joint Core Strategy, it must be in general conformity with 

it. Therefore, the sustainability principles applied to the Joint Core Strategy and 

Broadland Development Plan Documents are equally applicable to the proposed 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

Government Sustainability Appraisal guidance suggests that one scoping report can be 

produced for several Local Development Documents (of which the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan will be comparable to), provided that it details sufficient 

information for each document concerned. For the sake of brevity and where 

appropriate, this Scoping Report referred to sections of the Joint Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report, 

rather than reproducing these and so should be read alongside them. However, the 

main Sustainability Appraisal Frameworks were either reiterated or altered where 

relevant to relate to the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. Also in addition to the generic 

information contained within the Joint Core Strategy there was the opportunity to add 

more specific information relevant to the more focused area of the Sprowston 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Scoping Report established the Framework for the remainder of the Sustainability 

Appraisal process as an ongoing, iterative procedure that will evolve as new evidence 

becomes apparent. This framework involved setting sustainability objectives which the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan worked towards, as well as background indicators to 

gauge the possible effects and a test framework that guided the appraisal. 

The initial Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (Jan 2013) was subject to 

consultation. Minor amendments and clarification, based on comments received from 

the national environmental bodies (English Heritage, Natural England, Environment 

Agency), were then made in order to produce a final Scoping Report. This has been 

used to inform the production of this Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

Broadland Local Development Documents 

The Greater Norwich Development Partnership is a partnership between Broadland, 

Norwich and South Norfolk who are working together with Norfolk County Council and 

the Broads Authority to develop long term plans for housing growth and jobs in the 

Greater Norwich area. Greater Norwich was awarded growth point status in October 

2006. The Greater Norwich Development Partnership adopted the Joint Core Strategy 

Development Plan Document - which sets out the strategy for growth in Norwich and 

the surrounding area up to 2026 - in March 2011. The Joint Core Strategy is based on 
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the targets for growth set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy, the East of England Plan 

2008. The Joint Core Strategy is a key plan within the Local Development Framework 

for Broadland, which will set out the overall vision for the Greater Norwich area, 

including Broadland, and identify spatial choices broadly identifying where development 

will be located.  

Subsequent Development Plan Documents that form part of the Local Development 

Framework for Broadland (including the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan which will be 

comparable to such documents) will need to be in conformity with the strategy set out 

in the Joint Core Strategy. 

The Joint Core Strategy sets out a strategy to achieve the Regional Spatial Strategy 

target of 47,500 new homes between 2001 and 2026, which as at April 2008, meant 

that locations for a further 21,900 homes need to be identified together with growth in 

employment to provide a further 33,000 new jobs within the Greater Norwich area as a 

whole between 2008 and 2026. It has identified Sprowston as a fringe parish in the 

Norwich urban area which will be expanded through significant growth. The parish has 

been grouped together with Old Catton, Rackheath and Thorpe St. Andrew to form an 

area known as the ógrowth triangleô. As a whole, the growth triangle is to deliver an 

urban extension including a minimum of 7,000 dwellings by 2026. This is to continue to 

grow to around a minimum of 10,000 dwellings eventually. A key function of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan will be to influence development proposals and to 

improve community infrastructure in the existing area. 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan 

The Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan is a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the 

Sprowston Parish. The ability to produce neighbourhood plans is a function of the new 

Localism Act. The aim is for local communities to have greater control over what 

happens in their area. 

The plan process is being carried out by Sprowston Town Council. Through community 

engagement the views of local people have been represented in the plan making 

process. 

The Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan conforms to higher level policy at a national and 

district level including the Joint Core Strategy. 
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The Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan has been drafted. This document draws and 

builds upon the vision and objectives identified. However, these may be refined as the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan evolves. 

As the area is currently directly affected by a significant development proposal for 

housing and related services across the northern part of the parish, the Town Council 

is keen to work with the developers in order to ófeed inô to their programme of 

engagement and development of proposals. Initial discussion with the development 

company indicates that they would be very supportive of this approach. 

The over-arching vision is that by 2026 the community of Sprowston will be strong, 

cohesive, creative and forward-looking. The community will be safer, healthier, more 

prosperous, sustainable and inclusive. High quality homes will meet peopleôs needs 

and aspirations in attractive and sustainable places. People will have access to good 

quality jobs and essential services and community facilities, with less need to use the 

car. 

Development will be to the highest possible standards of design, enhancing the quality 

and distinctiveness of the area and will bring improved infrastructure, services and 

facilities to benefit the new and existing community. 

Existing built-up areas will be enhanced, and these and new developed areas will be 

popular places to live.  The community will be well served by shops, health and 

education services and other facilities, easily accessible by foot, bicycle and public 

transport. 

The identified, key objectives are: 

¶ A network of green links to connect existing and new open space 

¶ Suitable housing that reflects peopleôs needs 

¶ Access to high standards of health, education and social care 

¶ The provision of high quality leisure opportunities including public open space, 

sport and recreation and community facilities 

¶ Investment at local employment locations to help create a stronger economy 

¶ Improved access to, from and within the area. 

¶ Retention of features that are important to the character of the area, including 

historic assets, open spaces, woodland etc. 

¶ Wroxham Road local centre will build on its importance for key local services 
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¶ Sustainable transport options to include a network of safe and convenient 

pedestrian and cycle links and public transport 

Spatial planning objectives provide the framework to monitor the success of the plan. 

The objectives contained in the Joint Core Strategy are set out below, and considered 

in relation to Sprowston. 

Objective 1: To minimise the contributors to climate change and address its 

impact 

Throughout Sprowston, high standards of design and sustainable access will be 

promoted to reduce greenhouse gases and adapt to the impact of climate change. A 

greater retail and local services choice will help with this, with possible enhancements 

to the existing cluster of shops at Wroxham Road, or redevelopment at School Road, 

for example. These will become retail and commercial hubs and neighbourhood 

centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for access to work, shopping, 

leisure, community facilities and other local services. As the Northern Distributor Road 

will relieve pressure on radial routes through Sprowston, the pedestrian environment 

and public transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse Roads will be 

improved to increase mode share. The safety and quality of on and off road provision 

for cyclists will also be improved to increase mode share. The areaôs ability to adapt to 

a changing climate will be enhanced and actions that have a detrimental impact on the 

natural environment will be minimised in order to be environmentally sustainable. This 

will include the need to take account of the capacity of the natural environment to 

accommodate energy infrastructure, for example considering impacts on landscape 

character, habitat networks and biodiversity, and protected species. A particular 

example may be possible impacts from wind turbine proposals on birds, having regard 

to the Broadlands SPA. Zero and low carbon developments will be encouraged. Water 

efficiency will be a priority in both new and existing development. New development will 

generally be guided away from areas with a high probability of flooding. Where new 

development in such areas is desirable for reasons of sustainability, flood mitigation will 

be required and flood protection will be maintained and enhanced. 

Objective 2: To allocate enough land for housing, and affordable housing, in the 

most sustainable settlements 

The type, size and tenure, including affordable housing, will meet the needs identified 

by the Greater Norwich Sub Regional Housing Assessments. Appropriate densities will 

make sure land is used efficiently and community needs will be met. 
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Objective 3: To promote economic growth and diversity and provide a wide 

range of jobs 

Existing employment sites should be safeguarded, unless there are other overriding 

benefits. It is recognised that Norwich city centre continues to exert a powerful 

economic influence over the area. Its growth will be further encouraged by the Joint 

Core Strategy. Within the Norwich Policy Area, Thorpe St Andrew, Longwater, Norwich 

Research Park, Norwich Airport, Rackheath, Hethel and Wymondham will also be the 

focus of further jobs growth. Supporting economic sustainability in Sprowston will be a 

priority in order to offer local employment opportunities and therefore reduce the need 

to commute long distances to work. The retail and commercial hub on Wroxham Road 

will no longer be just a through-road but will become a street where traffic speeds are 

reduced and people feel comfortable and safe to encourage trade. More money will 

remain within the community as local spending, independent businesses and, 

employment opportunities will be promoted. As the employment needs of the area are 

so diverse it is essential to provide good transport connections to the wider area so that 

all people in the community can access work. As the Northern Distributor Road will 

relieve pressure on radial routes through Sprowston, public transport routes on 

Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse Roads should be improved to improve access 

to the wider jobs market across the Norwich urban area. 

Objective 4: To promote regeneration and reduce deprivation 

Growth will be used to bring benefits to local people in order to regenerate the 

community, local economy, a brownfield site on School Lane and the neighbourhood 

by creating a safe, healthy, prosperous, sustainable and inclusive community. 

Development and growth will be used to bring benefits to local people. Local identity 

will be enhanced and the evolution of Sprowston from a Norwich suburb to a 

destination in its own right will be encouraged. A holistic strategy for Sprowston will be 

put in place, based on the creation of distinctive neighbourhood hubs, each with a 

unique community ñofferò. Improved facilities for young people in Sprowston and the 

wider area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge between the existing 

and new community of Sprowston. 

Objective 5: To allow people to develop to their full potential by providing 

educational facilities to support the needs of a growing population 

As part of the wider growth triangle area the Joint Core Strategy identifies the need to 

improve, expand and develop new education provision to serve the increased 
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population. It is essential to provide an environment and the facilities to improve the 

skills of the community in order to increase their ability to gain employment in a sector 

that interests them as an individual as well as improve their income bracket thus 

improving their wellbeing and prosperity. 

Objective 6: To make sure people have ready access to services 

Sprowston will continue to provide local services accessible to the local community. 

The diversity, vitality and accessibility of Sprowston will be maintained and enhanced. 

Investment will be encouraged in a new local centre on School Lane and an enhanced 

local centre at the existing cluster of shops on Wroxham Road to enhance accessibility, 

vitality and viability. By providing a greater retail and local services choice and creating 

a ñcritical massò in these centres they will become retail and commercial hubs and 

neighbourhood centres to minimise the need to travel outside the area for access to 

work, shops, leisure facilities, community facilities and other local services. In addition, 

improved facilities for young people in Sprowston and the wider area to convene will be 

provided, serving as another bridge between the existing and new community of 

Sprowston. 

Objective 7: To enhance transport provision to meet the needs of existing and 

future populations while reducing travel need and impact 

The location and design of development will reduce the need to travel especially by 

private car. Greater use of sustainable modes of transport will be encouraged by better 

public transport, footways and cycle networks, and by locating housing (in addition to 

that allocated as part of the Joint Core Strategy) in close proximity to services, local 

jobs, shops, schools and recreational facilities. The safety and quality of on and off 

road provision for cyclists should be improved to increase mode share. A Bus Rapid 

Transit system should be introduced along Salhouse Road as part of the Joint Core 

Strategy. In addition, general enhancement to bus infrastructure should be introduced 

on key routes in the Sprowston area. The strategic road network is also essential, 

especially for the health of the local economy. The road network should provide 

improved access within Sprowston in particular through the construction of the 

Northern Distributor Road. Indeed, the Northern Distributor Road should relieve 

pressure on radial routes through Sprowston and further improve the pedestrian 

environment and public transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and Salhouse 

Roads. Travel impact should be reduced by developing an area of Wroxham Road as a 

street where traffic speeds are controlled and people feel more comfortable and safe ï 

changing its role from just a through-road to serving a main retail and commercial hub 
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for the neighbourhood. Isolation can be reduced by encouraging newer communication 

and information technologies. 

Objective 8: To positively protect and enhance the individual character and 

culture of the area 

Promoting culture will help to develop the local economy, stimulate further regeneration 

and promote community involvement. Compared to Norwich, smaller scale cultural 

opportunities in Sprowston exist such as allowing local people and visitors access to a 

variety of facilities such as buildings of architectural and historic interest. Adequate 

public open space, sport and recreational facilities, as well as access to the 

countryside, is needed locally to make sure everyone can take part in community 

activities. Local identity will be enhanced and the evolution of Sprowston from farm 

land to a Norwich suburb to a destination in its own right will be encouraged. A holistic 

strategy will be put in place based on the creation of distinctive neighbourhood hubs, 

each with a unique community ñofferò. Future residential development in the area will 

be embraced as part of Sprowston by ensuring that well-designed community/family-

centred and safe environments will help create a ñhingeò between existing and new 

parts of Sprowston. In addition, improved facilities for young people in Sprowston and 

the wider area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge between the 

existing and new community of Sprowston. 

Objective 9: To protect, manage and enhance the natural, built and historic 

environment, including key landscapes, natural resources and areas of natural 

habitat or nature conservation value 

The area is a special place and everyone should be proud of where they live. 

Sprowston has some remarkable historic buildings with fine architecture. There are 

also extensive areas of open space, historic parks and gardens, wildlife sites and 

plantation woodland. It is a priority to maintain and improve these special qualities so 

that everyone can enjoy them. In order to provide local housing in addition to that 

allocated as part of the Joint Core Strategy, the use of previously developed land will 

be utilised to minimise the loss of green space. Development must provide 

environmental gains through green infrastructure. Biodiversity and locally distinctive 

landscapes will be protected and enhanced. Linkages between habitats will be 

promoted, helping to enable adaptation to climate change. Sustainable access to the 

countryside will be promoted. Efficient use will be made of minerals, energy and water 

resources, and the production of waste will be minimised. The areaôs ability to adapt to 
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a changing climate will be enhanced and actions that have a detrimental impact on the 

natural environment will be minimised in order to be environmentally sustainable. 

Objective 10: To be a place where people feel safe in their communities 

People will have a stronger sense of belonging and pride in their surroundings. There 

will be reduced crime and fear of crime. Better community facilities, better road safety 

and design of new developments will help to reduce crime. The safety and quality of on 

and off road provision for cyclists should also be improved to increase mode share. 

Future residential development in the area will be embraced as part of Sprowston by 

ensuring that well-designed community/family-centred and safe environments will help 

create a ñhingeò between existing and new parts of Sprowston. 

Objective 11: To encourage the development of healthy and active lifestyles 

Within Sprowston the accessibility of open space, the countryside, sports and 

recreational facilities will be improved. Improved facilities for young people in 

Sprowston and the wider area to convene will be provided, serving as another bridge 

between the existing and new community of Sprowston. People will also be offered the 

best opportunities to make healthy travel choices as part of their daily lives. As the 

Northern Distributor Road will relieve pressure on radial routes through Sprowston, the 

pedestrian environment and public transport routes on Wroxham, North Walsham and 

Salhouse Roads will be improved to increase mode share. The safety and quality of on 

and off road provision for cyclists will also be improved to increase mode share. 

Medical and social facilities will be taken into account and, where necessary, will be 

properly planned for in new developments and will be accessible to all. 

Objective 12: To involve as many people as possible in new planning policy 

All sections of the community will be actively encouraged to express their own vision of 

the future through this strategy, further plans and planning applications. There will be a 

particular focus on involving people who have not previously had a say in planning. As 

many people as possible should play a part in the long-term plans for growth across 

the area. This will help make neighbourhood planning more inclusive, and give 

confidence that the benefits of growth are felt more equally across the existing and the 

new community in Sprowston. 
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Map 1: Location and Extent of Neighbourhood Plan 
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2.0 Review of Plans, Programmes and Policies 

The first stage of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was to assess other 

relevant policies, plans and programmes. This exercise helped to identify issues, 

opportunities and implications for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan and the 

Sustainability Appraisal process. 

The Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area 

Action Plan Scoping Report include a wide-ranging review of the plans, policies and 

programmes which are likely to impact on the plans within Broadland. This work is set 

out in the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal and the Site Allocations and Area 

Action Plan Scoping Report. There is a significant degree of overlap between the 

documents within the hierarchy, often with ñlowerò level documents reflecting and 

applying the objectives and policies of ñhigherò level ones. 

The list of documents within the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal and the 

Site Allocations and Area Action Plan Scoping Report were examined to establish 

whether any of the documents were since superseded, or whether any additional 

ñlowerò level documents should be included which are specifically relevant to the 

production of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan. 

Below is a summary of the newly reviewed documents. The more detailed review of the 

key objectives, targets and indicators of each document, considers possible 

implications for the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan being prepared and some 

emerging issues for the Sustainability Appraisal, and can be seen in Appendix 1 of the 

Scoping Report. This should be read in conjunction with the review of Plans, 

Programmes and Policies already carried out for the Joint Core Strategy Sustainability 

Appraisal (available at http://www.gndp.org.uk/content/wp-

content/uploads/downloads/2012/08/PSJCS-3.3-Sustainability-Report-of-the-JCS-

Technical-Appendix-August-2012.pdf, or, if the link fails the document can be retrieved 

from http://www.gndp.org.uk/our-work/joint-core-strategy/). 

Table 3: Plans, Programmes and Strategies at the local level subject to Literature 

Review (in addition to those reviewed in the Broadland Joint Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal) 

National Level 

Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007) 

Meeting the Energy Challenge A White Paper on Energy (2007) 

http://www.gndp.org.uk/our-work/joint-core-strategy/
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National Planning Policy Statements (including Annexes and Practical Guides) 

Planning Policy Statement: eco-towns. Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 

(2009) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

Regional Level 

East of England Plan: The Revision to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of 

England (2008) 

Sustainable Futures: Integrated Sustainability Framework for the East of England 

(EERA 2009) 

Regional Spatial Strategy, Single Issue Review ï Planning For Gypsy and Traveller 

Accommodation in the East of England 

Local Level 

Tomorrowôs Norfolk, Todayôs Challenge ï A Climate Change Strategy for Norfolk 

(2008) 

Norfolk Action ï Norfolkôs Local Area Agreement 2008-11 (2008) 

Greater Norwich Development Partnership, Green Infrastructure Strategy (2007) 

Draft Greater Norwich Economic Strategy 2009-2014 

Partnership of Norfolk District Councils ï Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2008) 

Broadland Community Plan ï Update to the Broadland Community Partnership 

Community Strategy 2004-2014 (2008) 

Broadland Play ï Childrensô Play Strategy 

Broadland Youth Engagement Strategy 

Neighbourhood Level 

No Plans, Programmes or Strategies identified at this level 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

20 

3.0 Baseline Information 

The Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal sets out ñbaselineò information for the 

three contributing districts. The Scoping Report for the Site Allocations and Area Action 

Plan Sustainability Appraisal sets out ñbaselineò information for Broadland. Given the 

wider coverage of these documents, much of the information is given generically for 

their corresponding areas. As the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan, which will contribute 

towards the Broadland Local Development Framework, is solely at the Sprowston 

parish level, the opportunity has been taken here to expand upon the baseline 

information for Sprowston in this Final Report. 

There is a wide range of information and data relating to the Sprowston Neighbourhood 

Plan area and although this information is wide ranging and diverse, it is not intended 

to set out all the information that is relevant. Some of this information relates to the 

wards rather than the Sprowston Parish. In addition, not all of the baseline data 

collected at the Broadland District level is available at the wards and Sprowston Parish 

levels. However, its value is in providing a summary of key information and providing a 

baseline for consideration; setting out a characterisation or spatial portrait of the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area. This information is summarised in the tables in 

Appendix 2. The format is for the information to be grouped under topics which broadly 

reflect the themes in the Community Plan, as any key spatial planning objectives for 

the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area need to be in conformity with priorities set out 

within the Broadland Community Plan. For each subject the current situation for the 

Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area is given, together with comparisons (such as 

trends) where available. 

This baseline information, together with other contextual information, is used to provide 

the following brief description of the Sprowston Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Spatial Profile and Demographics 

For the purposes of this report some of the statistics are based on 3 wards, Sprowston 

Central, Sprowston East and Old Catton and Sprowston West, as the data for Old 

Catton and Sprowston West relating solely to Sprowston is unavailable; as the majority 

of the population of this ward are within the parish boundary of Old Catton. The parish 

lies just north of the city of Norwich, with which it shares its southern boundary. The full 

area of the Sprowston Parish is 946 ha. According to the 2001 Census there were 

14,027 people living in the Sprowston Parish. A 2008 estimate shows this increased to 
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14,422 people (a 2.8% increase). According to the 2001 Census there were 6,098 

households in the Sprowston Parish. 

The demographic estimates of the three wards (Old Catton & Sprowston West, 

Sprowston Central and Sprowston East) indicate that the average population age 

profile had been getting older since 2001; the greatest proportion of the population 

appear to be above the age of 40. 

Map 2: Sprowston Wards 

 

Environment 

Sprowston is a predominantly built up fringe parish comprising mainly 20th century 

residential development. Relatively extensive light industrial and retail areas are 

located in the south-east corner of the parish. This includes two strategic employment 

sites, an employment allocation and a retail warehouse park designation, all located on 

Salhouse Road. 

There is extensive woodland to the east and open farmland to the north. There are a 

number of important environmental features in the surrounding area including the 

historic parklands of Catton Park, the deer park and buttercup meadow (in 

neighbouring Old Catton Parish), Beeston Park (which crosses the parish boundary 

between Beeston St. Andrew and Sprowston), Rackheath Park (in neighbouring 

Rackheath Parish) and the extensive areas of plantation woodland in the east of 
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Sprowston. There is a county wildlife site and ancient woodland (Tolshill Wood) part of 

which is within the grounds of Sprowston Manor. Sprowston Wood, Bulmer Coppice, 

Ladyôs Carr and Waterlow (which crosses the parish boundary between Beeston St 

Andrew and Sprowston) and Church Wood (in neighbouring Rackheath Parish) are 

also designated as ancient woodland. The Springs, Dobbs Beck, Ladyôs Carr and 

Waterlow, Strip Plantation (in neighbouring Rackheath Parish), and, part of Church 

Wood form a County Wildlife Site. Racecourse Plantation (in neighbouring Thorpe St 

Andrew and Great and Little Plumstead Parishes) is also a County Wildlife Site. There 

is an area of landscape value in the far north and east of Sprowston associated with 

the Beeston and Rackheath historic parklands. This area contains all areas of ancient 

woodland previously described. Also there are areas of landscape value adjacent to 

the settlement limit associated with the extensive areas of plantation woodland in the 

east of Sprowston. There is a significant area of grade II agricultural land to the north. 

The Joint Core Strategy has protected a route corridor for the Northern Distributor 

Road along the northern tip of the parish. This runs from east to west along the 

northern boundary of Sprowston Wood and south of the sewage works and The 

Springs. Further afield, outside the parish, there are Special Protection Areas and 

Special Areas of Conservation (related to the Broads area and River Wensum) that are 

of international importance for wildlife. Particular issues for these relate to the water 

environment and structures such as wind turbines.  In terms of historic features, in 

addition to the historic parklands, there are few listed buildings, most notable being St. 

Mary & St. Margaretôs Church (Grade I Listed) on Church Lane and Sprowston Manor 

off Wroxham Road. 

A number of green space designations are distributed throughout the built up part of 

the parish. These can be found on Tills Road; Wilks Farm Drive; Foxburrow Road; 

between Lushers Loke and Dovedales; a playing field at the junction between School 

Lane and Neville Road; Sprowston Recreation Ground; Sparhawk Park on Sparhawk 

Avenue; land behind Cecil Gowing Infant School, Falcon Junior School and Sprowston 

Community High School; land surrounding the War Memorial Cottages on Oak Tree 

Drive (Mousehold Plantation), and; either side of Falcon Road at Hill Plantation. In 

neighbouring Old Catton Parish there is a small green space adjacent to the Woodman 

Public House and there is a green space designation for Catton Park. the Deer Park 

and Buttercup Meadow. There are open space allocations located to the west of 

Church Lane, north of the playing field and to the north-west of Mountbatten Drive. 

Within the built up part of the parish there are commercial area/shopping area 

designations at the junction of Moore Avenue with North Walsham Road; on the north-
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west side of Wroxham Road just before the junction with Blenheim Road; on Cannerby 

Lane near to the junction with Allerton Road; on Linacre Avenue opposite the junction 

with Varvel Avenue; on Corbet Avenue on either side of the junction with Thornham 

Road, and; on North Walsham Road Opposite Dovedales (in neighbouring Old Catton 

Parish). A large Tesco supermarket in the north of the built up part of the parish acts as 

a focus for convenience goods shopping.  

The land adjacent to the Tesco supermarket is in the process of having existing 

committed development completed which has already involved the realignment of Blue 

Boar Lane. There are Housing Allocations located to the north of White Woman Lane 

and to the west of North Walsham Road; to the east of School Lane and Lushers Loke, 

and; to the north of Boar Plantation. To provide vehicular access to the housing 

allocation north of Boar Plantation, the route for a new inner link road has been 

reserved from the Park and Ride roundabout junction on Wroxham Road through to 

Salhouse Road opposite Eastgate Place. The Joint Core Strategy made a change to 

the settlement limit to incorporate the land in the process of having existing committed 

development completed and the housing allocation to the north of Boar Plantation 

within it. All land outside the settlement limit is covered by Joint Core Strategy Policies 

1 (addressing climate change and protecting environmental assets) and 2 (promoting 

good design). 

Landscape 

The vast majority of the Sprowston Parish is characterised by the suburban 

developments that have occurred predominantly over the latter half of the 20th century. 

The currently undeveloped areas in the far north of the parish are characterised largely 

by what is referred to in the Broadland Draft Landscape Character Assessment, 2008 

as wooded estatelands (Landscape Character Type E). This part of the parish is 

located within Landscape Character Area E3 (Spixworth Wooded Estatelands) and E4 

(Rackheath and Salhouse Wooded Estatelands). 

There are a number of important elements of historic landscape within Sprowston 

Parish and neighbouring Old Catton Parish. These areas include the Old Catton 

Conservation area, which is centred on Catton Hall and Park but also includes other 

important historic buildings such as those along Church Street, Spixworth Road and 

George Hill. 

In Sprowston the church of St Mary and St Margaret (Grade I Listed) is thought to have 

Saxon origins, although the church building itself is predominantly of the 14th and 15th 
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century. The most substantial historic building in the parish is Sprowston Manor. 

Located in the north of the parish the manor originally dates from the 16th century, 

although it was extensively rebuilt during the late 19th century. The parkland 

surrounding Sprowston manor is also historically important and, as described earlier, 

contains an area of ancient woodland. In addition to the church of St Mary and St 

Margaret, there are a number of other listed buildings and structures in the parish 

including a Lime Kiln at Mousehold Court (Grade II Listed); the wall, gates and gate 

piers of the churchyard of the church of St Mary and St Margaret; a house originally in 

one occupation as Sprowston Court now divided into three (number 88, 89 and 90) on 

Wroxham Road (Grade II Listed); Lazar House (Grade II* Listed); Hill Farm Cottages 

(Grade II Listed); Oak Lodge Farm House (Grade II Listed); the 2nd World Ward 

Memorial Cottages (Europe, Bates, Gristock, Knowland, Randle and Asia) including the 

front garden walls, the war memorial and the walls and gate piers to Mousehold Lane 

(Grade II Listed). 

Water Resources 

There are no rivers running through the parish although there are a number of ponds 

and drainage channels. Also a reservoir is located at the rear of the employment 

allocation site on Salhouse Road. In the area, mains water is supplied by Anglia Water 

Plc. via their treatment works in Norwich. They will need to address any future 

increases in demand as part of their asset management programme. 

As water is a shared resource, the pressures from development on water quality are 

significant, especially within the County Wildlife Sites at Racecourse Plantation, and; 

The Springs, Dobbs Beck, Ladyôs Carr and Waterlow, Strip Plantation and part of 

Church Wood. Development should avoid harm. The water resources located within 

this area are an important aspect because they provide an important nutrient resource 

and contain vital habitats.  

Society and Housing 

In 2001 there were 6,216 houses located within the Sprowston Parish. The 2001 

census indicated that the vast majority of households in the Sprowston Parish have 

owner occupied tenure (86%). As at April 2010 the total housing commitment for the 

parish of Sprowston (the sum of non-completed houses with planning permissions or 

allocated in planning policy) stood at 1,502. 

The total number of affordable housing across the three wards is currently 863. In 2001 

there were 8.5% affordable homes across the three wards, the majority of which were 
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social rented. The Sprowston Central ward provided the greatest proportion of 

affordable housing at 14% of the total stock. In Sprowston East only 1.79% of the 

housing stock was affordable. By 2009 the number of homes across the Sprowston 

and Old Catton parishes were estimated to have risen to 9,361. This was an 8.7% 

increase since 2001. 

The average life expectancy across the three wards, in 2004, was higher than the 

national average with males expected to live until 80 and Females until 84. This did 

differ between wards with Old Catton & Sprowston West expecting males to live until 

81 and females until 83; Sprowston Central expecting males to live until 79 and 

females until 85, and; Sprowston East expecting males to live until 80 and females until 

85. Comparing life expectancy with an expectation for a disabled free life shows, on 

average, that women and men across the wards could live to 68 and 66 years 

respectively without a significant chance of severe illness. However, this indicates a 

higher chance of living with disability for around 16 years for females and 14 years for 

males. This appears to be in line with regional trends and compares relatively positively 

with the national average. 

The total number of crimes reported across the three wards, between April and June 

2010 was 158. According to Norfolk Constabularyôs Offence Groups, ócriminal damageô 

was the most reported crime across the three wards whereas theft, violence and 

criminal damage were the most reported crimes across Broadland. Comparing crimes 

per 1000 head of the population figures for the three wards with those of Norfolk as a 

whole would suggest that the levels are lower, on average, in these wards than others 

across the county. The figures for the second quarter of 2010 are 7.68 for the three 

wards and 13.02 across Norfolk. Splitting these figures into the three wards also 

reveals that there are some differences between them with Old Catton & Sprowston 

West having 5.25 per 1000; Sprowston Central having 9.31 per 1000, and; Sprowston 

East having 9.38 per 1000. 

Education 

Early years facilities in Sprowston are provided by Sure Start at Sprowston Junior 

School, School Lane Pre-School, Sprowston Nursery Playgroup at Sprowston 

Methodist Church, and the Pavillion Playgroup. 

There are 3 infant schools (Cecil Gowing, Sparhawk and Sprowston); 3 Junior Schools 

(Falcon, Sprowston and White Women Lane), and; 1 High School (Sprowston 

Community High School). Sprowston Library is located on Recreation Ground Road. 
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At 20%, Sprowston Parish had a slightly lower percentage of those aged 16 to 74 with 

their highest qualification at level 2 compared to 22% across Broadland (Census, 

2001). 

At 65%, Sprowston Parish had a higher percentage of those aged 16 to 74 with either 

no qualifications; highest qualification attained at level 1 or other qualifications/level 

unknown compared to 56% across Broadland (Census, 2001). 

At 15%, Sprowston Parish had a smaller percentage of the population aged 16 to 74 

with their highest qualification at level 3, 4 and 5 compared to 22% across Broadland 

(Census, 2001). 

Economy 

In 2001, 2.9% of all people aged 16 to 74 who are economically active were 

unemployed compared to 3% across Broadland.  

In August 2012, there were 273 claimants of job seekers allowance across all three 

wards (2.19% of the working age population) compared to 1,392 claimants of job 

seeker allowance in Broadland (1.80% of the working age population) (ONS, 2012). 

This reflects a 2.50% decrease from the same period last year across all three wards 

compared with a 2.93% decrease from the same period last year across Broadland 

(ONS, 2012). 

Between the wards, Old Catton & Sprowston West had 113 claimants (2.20% of the 

working age population) which reflects a 0.89% increase from the same period last 

year; Sprowston Central had 92 claimants (2.60% of the working age population) which 

reflects a 4.17% decrease from the same period last year, and; Sprowston East had 68 

claimants (1.80% of the working age population) which reflects a 5.60% decrease from 

the same period last year. 

In terms of Council Tax and Housing Benefits 11% of the households in the ward were 

in receipt of these benefits in November 2010. Benefit claims in the wards reflect 

national trends in that Incapacity is claimed by the highest proportion, but this is still 

lower than regional or national proportions. The other two benefits (for carers and the 

disabled) are claimed by similar proportions in the wards to those across Broadland, 

and, county, regional and national levels. 

In 2009 over 43% of households in the parish of Sprowston had an income in excess of 

£30,000. More than 15% of households in Sprowston had an income of more than 
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£50,000. The average annual household income in Sprowston is £32,000 compared to 

£31,000 for Norfolk as a whole.  

The majority of the working population of the Sprowston parish work either in higher or 

intermediary managerial or supervisory, junior managerial or professional roles.   

However, the neighbouring parish of Old Catton has higher proportions of the working 

population in the higher classifications of employment. 

In terms of local employment provision, there is the Salhouse Road Industrial Estate 

which lies within the Sprowston Parish and the Airport Industrial Estate is within close 

proximity. It is likely that employment opportunities in Norwich City greatly influence the 

prosperity of the residents of Sprowston. Broadland Business Park and other edge of 

town business parks also provide a valuable employment resource. 

Transport and Access 

The majority of residents, from all three wards travel between 2km and 5km to work 

with over 63% travelling 5km or less to work. Three major arterial routes pass through 

or lie adjacent to the parish of Sprowston. These routes are the Wroxham Road 

(A1151), the North Walsham Road (B1150) and the Salhouse Road. The outer ring 

road forms the southern boundary of the parish. 

First Bus 22 service (the orange line) travels from Old Catton to the University via North 

Walsham Road (close to the junction of Parkland Road), Sprowston and the city centre. 

First Bus 11/11A/11B service (the pink line) travels from Sprowston to the Norfolk and 

Norwich University Hospital via Cringleford and the city centre. First Bus 13 service 

(the turquoise line) travels from Spixworth to Attleborough via Sprowston and the city 

centre. The 606 Sprowston Park and Ride service provides a direct connection to the 

city centre. Neaves 55/5A service travels from North Walsham to Norwich via Coltishall 

and Sprowston. Sanders 210 service travels from North Walsham to Norwich via RAF 

Coltishall, Spixworth and Sprowston. Only 16% of the population of the three wards do 

not own their own car. More than half of the population own at least one car with a 

quarter owning 2 cars. 

58% of the population of the wards use their cars to get to work, with another 8% 

travelling to work as a passenger in a car. Only 10% of the population use public 

transport, 7% travel by bicycle and 6% walk. 

In terms of access to community and green infrastructure there are open space and 

recreational facilities (informal open space in neighbouring Old Catton Parish at Catton 
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Park and the Deer Park (although this is private land); Sprowston Recreation Ground in 

central Sprowston, which provides facilities such as informal open space, a kick wall 

with basketball hoop, one mini and two full size football pitches, cricket pitch, bowling 

green, eight tennis courts (two hard surfaces and six grass), cycle fun track, small 

childrenôs play area, public conveniences and two car parks; Sparhawk Park on 

Sparhawk Avenue which provides facilities such as infantsô and older childrens' play 

areas, public conveniences, and, seats and picnic tables; Windsor Park Gardens which 

provides swings, multi activity unit, kick wall, basketball hoop and seating; informal 

open space at Barkers Lane playing field; informal open space at Millennium woodland 

off Church Lane, and; informal open space at Cottage Plantation on Blue Boar Lane); a 

permanent Parish Council office at Sprowston Diamond Centre (a recently acquired 

community facility) and pavilion, and, the potential to hire two halls and a meeting room 

at St Cuthbertôs Church; a number of public houses (The Beehive, Blue Boar and Royal 

Oak in Sprowston (and Fatsos bar and restaurant), and, The Maids Head and 

Woodman public houses in the neighbouring parish of Old Catton); places of worship 

(St. Mary and St. Margaretôs (Grade I Listed) on Church Lane; St. Cuthberts on 

Wroxham Road; Methodist Church on Wroxham Road, and; Gage Road Chapel); five 

major private facilities (Sprowston Manor golf and leisure club, Sprowston Sports and 

Social Club, Sprowston Cricket Club and the Norwich School Playing fields), and; 

health facilities (East Norwich Medical Partnership (GP) and Friends Dental Practice). 
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4.0 Assessment 

The general and site specific policies were assessed on the basis of considering the 

effects that might arise from the policy as opposed to not having it.  For the site specific 

policies, these are addressing existing specific locational issues and so, by their very 

nature, did not include a consideration of alternative locations for these.  The 

assessment tables are included in the appendix. The assessment found that all policies 

will have positive impacts in the short, medium and long term.  
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5.0 Next Steps 

After the plan is adopted, its significant impacts will be monitored. This SA report will 

now be made available for public comment alongside the draft neighbourhood plan for 

6 weeks. Comments are invited on the plan and SA report. These can be sent to 

Sprowston Town Council, Council Office, Sprowston Diamond Centre, Sprowston, 

Norwich, NR7 8TR. 
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Appendix 1: Assessment of Policy 1 

Table 4: Assessment of Policy 1 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + It is important to note that 

this Policy plays a key 

role in terms of 

implementing the Green 

Infrastructure 

Strategy, a key aim of 

which is to increase the 

attractiveness of walking 

and cycling as a mode of 

transport. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

+ + + This Policy has a 

significant emphasis on 

óprotecting environmental 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

assetsô. The Policy 

recognises the important 

ólinkingô role of locally 

important assets. This is 

an important point in 

terms of this objective. It 

is thought that the 

second bullet point - 

ñcontribute to providing a 

multi-functional green 

infrastructure network, 

including provision of 

areas of open space, 

wildlife resources, 

allotments, roof terraces, 

gardens and links 

between them, both off 

site and as an integral 

part of the developmentò 

- helpfully distils some of 

the key messages from 

the GI strategy that 

should be taken into 

account by developers. 

The Policy makes a 

strong commitment by 

ensuring that 

development will ñhelp to 

make provision for the 

long-term maintenance 
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of the green 

infrastructure network.ò 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

ENV7 ï To avoid, 

reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

Will it minimise the risk 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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efficiency? 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + A key aim of the Green 

Infrastructure Strategy, 

which this Policy seeks 

to implement, is to 

increase accessibility 

to green space and open 

space, which can have 

wide ranging social 

benefits, including 

relating to health as 

residents are 

encouraged to walk, 

cycle and undertake 

outdoor activities; and 

also in terms of 

community 

cohesion and 

inclusiveness as Green 

Infrastructure can create 

attractive environments 

where people from 

different communities 

and backgrounds can 

come together. 
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SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + See discussion under 

SOC1. 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Target: Increase. 

 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

+ + + See discussion under 

SOC1. It is also 

important to add that the 

proactive approach to 
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anti-social activity. achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

green infrastructure 

promoted through the GI 

Strategy seeks to protect 

and enhance the role of 

existing environmental 

assets and so can be 

seen to help maintain 

and enhance sense of 

place and local 

distinctiveness. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + Implementing the GI 

Strategy will result in 

significant employment 

opportunities at a range 

of skill levels (but mainly 

lower skilled). 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

+ + + See discussion under 

SOC1. 
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Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

+ + + Sprowston has the 

opportunity to capitalise 

on its image as a forward 

thinking and ógreenô 

town, and that in doing 

so increase its 

attractiveness as a 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

location to live, invest 

and ódo businessô. Thus, 

it can be seen that this 

Policy plays an important 

role in terms of this 

objective. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

Amount of various 

employment development 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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urban and rural 

residents? 

 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

identified through SA 

     This Policy performs well 

in terms of all 

environmental objectives. 

. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy performs well 

in terms of most social 

objectives. In particular, 

this Policy performs well 

in terms of promoting 

good health and 

community cohesion. In 

terms of a number of 

social objectives this 

Policy will have no 

significant effects. 

Summary of Economic      It is thought that 
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Impacts promoting sustainability 

and a robust and 

accessible green 

infrastructure is an 

important aspect of 

promoting Sprowston as 

an attractive location to 

live, invest and ódo 

businessô. Thus, positive 

effects have been 

identified in terms of 

objective EC1, whilst it is 

not thought that there will 

be significant effects in 

terms of other objectives. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

     This Policy performs 

strongly in terms of a 

number of environmental 

objectives. This Policy 

will also play a key role in 

terms of ensuring the 

built development does 

not impact upon 

environmental assets. It 

is felt that this Policy 

should go some way 

towards ensuring 

protection of biodiversity 

assets, as well as 

promoting the aims of the 
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Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

the various policies. 

Green Infrastructure 

Strategy. It is thought 

that implementation of 

this Policy will have a 

range of beneficial 

secondary socio-

economic effects. 
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Appendix 2: Assessment of Policy 2 

Table 5: Assessment of Policy 2 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + This Policy promotes 

sustainable transport by 

requiring the design of 

development to take 

account of established 

principles, i.e. óhighway 

design principles that do 

not prioritise the 

movement function of 

streets at the expense of 

quality of placeô; and 

principles of ópublic 

transport oriented 

designô. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 



 
48 

Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + This Policy requires the 

design of development to 

take account of. óhighway 

design principles that do 

not prioritise the 

movement function of 

streets at the expense of 

quality of placeô. It is 

thought that this is a 

strong statement, which 

should lead to benefits in 

terms of environmental 

quality. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

+ + + This Policy identifies the 

need to design 

development to avoid 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

harmful impacts on key 

environmental assets 

and, wherever possible, 

on existing trees, hedges 

and other landscape 

features. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

+ + + The Policy refers to 

ósense of placeô. This is 

considered to be suitably 

proactive terminology. 

It is thought that the first 

three bullet points 

should, taken together, 

lead to a suitably 

proactive approach to 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

maintaining and 

enhancing the quality of 

landscapes, townscapes 

and the historic 

environment, and thus 

sense of place. 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + See discussion of 

sustainable transport and 

travel under ENV1. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + This Policy will 

encourage healthy 

lifestyles by ensuring a 

cycling and walking 

friendly neighbourhood 

where the movement 

function of streets is not 

prioritised at the expense 

of quality of place. Also 

the front of housing will 

be orientated onto green 

spaces utilised by 

pedestrian routes to 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

encourage walking to 

local services. 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + The Policy makes 

reference to designing 

out crime. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

+ + + Overall, the policy will 

help to improve the 

quality of new 

development by ensuring 

that it is well designed to 

fit in with the local area 

and contribute to creating 

a strong sense of place.  

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

significant effect in terms 

of this objective. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy performs well 

in terms of the majority of 
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identified through SA environmental objectives. 

This Policy performs 

particularly well in terms 

of ENV5 (landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment). 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy performs well 

in terms of a number of 

social objectives. It is 

thought that there will be 

a range of social benefits 

as a result of creating an 

attractive urban realm 

and deigning new 

developments to have a 

strong ósense of placeô. 

In terms of other social 

objectives it is less likely 

that this Policy will result 

in direct significant 

effects. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     In terms of economic 

objectives this Policy will 

have no significant 

effects. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

     This Policy promotes 

sustainable transport, by 

requiring the design of 

development to take 

account of established 
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Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

the various policies. 

principles, i.e. óhighway 

design principles that do 

not prioritise the 

movement function of 

streets at the expense of 

quality of placeô and 

principles of ópublic 

transport oriented 

designô. Perhaps the 

strongest benefits of this 

Policy relate to objective 

ENV5 (landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment) as 

this Policy sets out 

clearly that development 
will be well designed to fit 

in with the local area and 

contribute to creating a 

strong sense of place. It 

is thought that this Policy 

should go some way 

towards ensuring that 

new developments are 

óappropriateô, with a 

strong ósense of placeô. 

This can lead to benefits 

in terms of social 

cohesion and community 

inclusiveness. 
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Appendix 3: Assessment of Policy 3 

Table 6: Assessment of Policy 3 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + Meeting housing need, 

particularly acute 

housing need, will be an 

important factor in terms 

of achieving this 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

objective. 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + Meeting housing need, 

particularly acute 

housing need, will be an 

important factor in terms 

of achieving this 

objective. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

+ + + This Policy reinforces the 

approach to meeting 

housing need in the area 

identified through the 

Joint Core Strategy. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + This Policy will result in a 

good social mix within 

communities. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

+ + + This Policy reinforces the 

requirements set on 

developers through the 

Joint Core Strategy to 

deliver housing at below 

market prices (affordable 

housing). 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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identified through SA significant effects in 

terms of environmental 

objectives. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     Meeting housing need, 

particularly acute 

housing need, will be an 

important factor in terms 

of achieving social 

objectives. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy reinforces the 

requirements set on 

developers through the 

Joint Core Strategy to 

deliver housing at below 

market prices (affordable 

housing). 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

     This Policy reinforces the 

approach to meeting 

housing need in the area 

identified through the 

Joint Core Strategy. 
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Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

the various policies. 
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Appendix 4: Assessment of Policy 4 

Table 7: Assessment of Policy 4 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + This Policy seeks to 

ensure that services and 

facilities are locally 

accessible. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local services will have 

wide ranging positive 

social effects.  
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + This Policy has a focus 

on achieving good health 

through spatial planning, 

in particular through 

ensuring good access to 

services. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local services will have 

an important role to play 

in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local services will have 

an important role to play 

in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local services will have 

an important role to play 

in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is that the 

local economy has the 

potential to grow, and it 

is clear that the role of 

the Neighbourhood Plan 

has a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + The commitment to 

support small scale 

businesses is welcomed 

and likely to be a suitable 

approach given the 

sustainability context in 

the area. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

that the local economy 

has the potential to grow, 

and it is clear that the 

role of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has 

a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy seeks to 

ensure that services and 
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identified through SA facilities are locally 

accessible. Thus this 

policy supports 

sustainable transport. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     Addressing access to 

local services will have 

wide-ranging positive 

social effects. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy seeks to 

guide local economic 

growth, with an emphasis 

on ensuring sustainable 

growth. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

     This Policy has wide 

ranging social benefits as 

a result of seeking to 

ensure accessibility to 

essential services and 

facilities. This Policy 

plays a key role in terms 

of facilitating and 

regulating local economic 

growth. There is an 

emphasis on ensuring a 

focus on developing 

small businesses and 

ensuring that the local 

economy does not grow 

in a way that is 

detrimental to the 
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the various policies. environment or existing 

small businesses. 
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Appendix 5: Assessment of Policy 5 

Table 8: Assessment of Policy 5 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is 

that the local economy 

has the potential to grow, 

and it is clear that the 

role of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has 

a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + The commitment to 

support small scale 

businesses is welcomed 

and likely to be a suitable 

approach given the 

sustainability context in 

the area. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

that the local economy 

has the potential to grow, 

and it is clear that the 

role of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has 

a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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identified through SA significant effects in 

terms of environmental 

objectives. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of environmental 

objectives. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy seeks to 

guide local economic 

growth, with an emphasis 

on ensuring sustainable 

growth. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

     This Policy plays a key 

role in terms of 

facilitating and regulating 

local economic growth. 

There is an emphasis on 

ensuring a focus on 

developing small 

businesses and ensuring 

that the local economy 

does not grow in a way 

that is detrimental to the 

environment or existing 

small businesses. 
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the various policies. 
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Appendix 6: Assessment of Policy 6 

Table 9: Assessment of Policy 6 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 



 
111 

reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is 

that the local economy 

has the potential to grow, 

and it is clear that the 

role of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has 

a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + The commitment to 

support small scale 

businesses is welcomed 

and likely to be a suitable 

approach given the 

sustainability context in 

the area. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

+ + + This is a useful policy. 

The context is that the 



 
119 

environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

local economy has the 

potential to grow, and it 

is clear that the role of 

the Neighbourhood Plan 

has a key facilitatory and 

regulatory role to play in 

terms of ensuring that 

there is particular focus 

on encouraging new 

small businesses into the 

area whilst at the same 

time protecting the 

environment. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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identified through SA significant effects in 

terms of environmental 

objectives. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of social 

objectives. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy seeks to 

guide local economic 

growth, with an emphasis 

on ensuring sustainable 

growth. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

     The Policy seeks to 

maintain and enhance 

the local sustainability 

baseline in terms of skills 

and education. This 

Policy plays a key role in 

terms of facilitating and 

regulating local economic 

growth. There is an 

emphasis on ensuring a 

focus on developing 

small businesses and 

ensuring that the local 

economy does not grow 

in a way that is 

detrimental to the 

environment or existing 
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the various policies. small businesses. 
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Appendix 7: Assessment of Policy 7 

Table 10: Assessment of Policy 7 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + Access to high-speed 

broadband will have 

positive effects in terms 

of encouraging home-

working and reducing car 

journeys to access 

services that can instead 

be accessed on-line. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + Access to broadband can 

help to alleviate issues of 

social exclusion. The 

requirement that all new 

development must 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

demonstrate how it 

contributes to ICT 

objectives is thought to 

be a suitably stringent 

and proactive approach. 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

+ + + Access to high-speed 

broadband provides a 

means of accessing 

services. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

+ + + Access to high-speed 

broadband will be an 

important factor in terms 

of attracting investment. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + Access to high-speed 

broadband will be an 

important factor in terms 

of attracting investment. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     Promoting access to high 

speed broadband will 
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identified through SA have benefits in terms of 

reducing the need to 

travel. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy can be seen 

to have indirect social 

benefits as access to 

broadband can help to 

alleviate issues of social 

exclusion. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy can be seen 

to have indirect 

economic benefits as 

access to high-speed 

broadband will be an 

important factor in terms 

of attracting investment. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

     This Policy addresses 

the need to ensure a 

requirement to ensure 

access to ófast 

broadbandô within new 

developments. It is 

considered appropriate 

that the Neighbourhood 

Plan should give 

strategic guidance 

regarding access to 

broadband as this can 

lead to wide-ranging 

socioeconomic benefits, 
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Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

the various policies. 

and also can be seen to 

support efforts to reduce 

the need to travel. 
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Appendix 8: Assessment of Policy 8 

Table 11: Assessment of Policy 8 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + This Policy will assist 

with ensuring that 

services and facilities are 

locally accessible. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + This Policy will have wide 

ranging positive social 

effects. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + This Policy has a focus 

on achieving good health 

through smart 

development. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + Maintaining or enhancing 

the quality of life and the 

wellbeing of the local 

community and 

promoting equality and 

diversity, and protecting 

and strengthening 

community cohesion will 

have an important role to 

play in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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% of unemployed people 

who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

+ + + Maintaining or enhancing 

the quality of life and the 

wellbeing of the local 

community and 

promoting equality and 

diversity, and protecting 

and strengthening 

community cohesion will 

have an important role to 

play in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

+ + + Maintaining or enhancing 

the quality of life and the 

wellbeing of the local 

community and 

promoting equality and 

diversity, and protecting 

and strengthening 

community cohesion will 

have an important role to 

play in terms of the 

achievement of this 
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on the private car? 

Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

objective. 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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business? 

Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

 

 

 

EC4 ï To improve the Will it reduce the impact Amount of various 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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social and 

environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

on the environment 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

employment development 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of      This Policy will assist 
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Environmental Impacts 

identified through SA 

with ensuring that 

services and facilities are 

locally accessible. Thus 

this policy supports 

sustainable transport. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     This Policy will have wide 

ranging positive social 

effects. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of economic 

objectives. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

     This Policy has wide 

ranging social benefits as 

a result of seeking to 

maintain or enhance the 

quality of life and the 

wellbeing of the local 

community and promote 

equality and diversity, 

and protect and 

strengthen community 

cohesion. 
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the various policies. 
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Appendix 9: Assessment of Policy 9 

Table 12: Assessment of Policy 9 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + This Policy seeks to 

ensure that medical 

services and facilities are 

locally accessible. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + Addressing access to 

medical services will 

have wide ranging 

positive social effects. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + This Policy has a focus 

on achieving good health 

through spatial planning, 

in particular through 

ensuring good access to 

medical services. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local medical services 

will have an important 

role to play in terms of 

the achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

% of unemployed people 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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who are long-term 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Decrease 

SOC7 ï To improve the 

quality of where people 

live. 

Will it improve the 

quality of dwellings? 

Will it improve the 

quality of local open 

space? 

Will it improve the 

satisfaction of people 

with their 

neighbourhoods? 

 

Unfit housing - % of overall 

housing stock not meeting 

the óDecent Homes 

Standardô. 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Decrease 

% of public housing stock 

built to the standard of the 

Code for Sustainable 

Homes (pending). 

Source: Local Authority 

Report. 

Target: Increase 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local medical services 

will have an important 

role to play in terms of 

the achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC8 ï To improve 

accessibility to essential 

services, facilities and 

jobs. 

Will it improve 

accessibility to key local 

services and facilities 

(including health, 

education, leisure, open 

space, the countryside 

and community 

facilities)? 

Will it improve 

accessibility for all whilst 

reducing dependency 

on the private car? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target:  

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

Average distance travelled 

+ + + Addressing access to 

local medical services 

will have an important 

role to play in terms of 

the achievement of this 

objective. 
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Will it improve access to 

jobs and services for 

all? 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Reduce 

 

Economic       

EC1 ï To encourage 

sustained economic 

growth. 

Will it assist in 

strengthening the local 

economy? 

Will it improve business 

development and 

enhance 

competitiveness? 

Will it reduce 

vulnerability to 

economic shocks? 

Will it promote growth in 

key sectors? 

Will it increase vitality & 

viability of town centres 

and improve economic 

diversity? 

% change in the total 

number of VAT registered 

businesses. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase number of 

businesses 

Average weekly pay for 

full-time employees. 

Source: NOMIS 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk 

Target: Increase average 

wage 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC2 ï To encourage 

and accommodate both 

indigenous and inward 

investment. 

Will it encourage 

indigenous business? 

Will it encourage inward 

investment? 

Will it make land and 

property available for 

business? 

Number of small 

businesses (not including 

farm-based agriculture). 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target: Increase 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Will it improve economic 

performance across the 

Sprowston Parish? 

Will it 

support/encourage rural 

diversification? 

Will it 

support/encourage 

small urban 

businesses? 

EC3 ï To encourage 

efficient patterns of 

movement in support of 

economic growth. 

Will it improve provision 

of local jobs? 

Will it improve 

accessibility to work, 

particularly by public 

transport, walking and 

cycling? 

Will it reduce journey 

times between key 

employment areas and 

key transport 

interchanges? 

Will it improve efficiency 

and sustainability of 

freight distribution? 

Will it support provision 

of key communications 

infrastructure? 

% of residents who travel 

to work by 

A ï private motor vehicle 

B ï public transport 

C ï foot or cycle 

D ï work at or mainly from 

home 

Source: Census, 2001 

Target ï 

(a) decrease 

(b), (c), (d) increase 

Average distance travelled 

to the workplace by 

residents. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Decrease 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

EC4 ï To improve the 

social and 

Will it reduce the impact 

on the environment 

Amount of various 

employment development 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 
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environmental 

performance of the 

economy. 

from businesses? 

Will it reduce the impact 

on residents from 

businesses? 

Will it attract new 

investment and skilled 

workers to the area? 

Will existing business 

and employment 

provision be 

maintained? 

Where would 

employment provision 

best be located to serve 

urban and rural 

residents? 

 

on previously developed 

land or conversions 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

Ecological footprint ï 

Hectares required per 

capita to support current 

production & consumption. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP assessment report. 

Target: Decrease 

Unemployment benefit 

receipt: 

a. % of population in 

receipt of Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA); 

b) Claimants of JSA by age 

range: 

A ï 16-24 yrs old 

B ï 25-49 yrs old 

C ï 50+ yrs old 

Source: National Statistics 

online. 

Target: Decrease 

unemployment 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

Overall Conclusions       

Summary of 

Environmental Impacts 

     This Policy seeks to 

ensure that medical 
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identified through SA services and facilities are 

locally accessible. Thus 

this policy supports 

sustainable transport. 

Summary of Social 

Impacts 

     Addressing access to 

local medical services 

will have wide-ranging 

positive social effects. 

Summary of Economic 

Impacts 

     This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of economic 

objectives. 

Overall summary on the 

merits, benefits or 

impacts of this policy or 

option. 

 

Including: 

Suggestions for 

possible mitigation 

measures for future 

policy. 

 

Recommendations for 

further research into the 

impacts. 

 

Consideration of the 

cumulative impacts of 

     This Policy has wide 

ranging social benefits as 

a result of seeking to 

ensure accessibility to 

essential medical 

services and facilities. 
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the various policies. 
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Appendix 10: Assessment of Policy 10 

Table 13: Assessment of Policy 10 

SA Objective  Decision making 

criteria 

Indicators and targets Short-Term 0-5 yrs Medium Term 5-20 yrs Long-Term 20+ yrs Comments/Justification 

Inc. Cumulative effects 

Environmental        

ENV1 ï To reduce the 

effect of traffic on the 

environment. 

 

Will it reduce traffic 

volumes, ease the flow 

of traffic and reduce 

congestion? 

Will it increase the 

proportion of journeys 

using modes other than 

the car? 

Will it reduce the effect 

of HGV traffic on people 

and the environment? 

Will more benign modes 

of travel be 

encouraged? 

Will new development 

be in the best locations 

to reduce the need for 

people to travel? 

% of residents who travel 

to work: 

a. by private motor vehicle; 

b. by public transport; 

c. by foot or cycle; 

d. to work at or mainly from 

home. 

Source: Census 2001 

Target: 

(a) to decrease 

(b), (c) and (d) to increase 

 

+ + + This Policy will assist 

with ensuring that 

services and facilities are 

locally accessible. 

ENV2 ï To improve the 

quality of the water 

environment. 

Will it improve the 

quality of the water 

environment (streams, 

rivers, lakes etc)? 

% of river length assessed 

as: 

a. good biological quality; 

and, 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it help to support 

wetland habitats and 

species? 

 

b. good chemical quality. 

Source: Environment 

Agency. 

Target: National standards 

of 95% 

Development permissions 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency 

advice on water quality 

grounds. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

ENV3 ï To improve 

environmental amenity, 

including air quality. 

Will it improve air 

quality? 

Will it reduce the 

emission of atmospheric 

pollutants? 

Number of designated Air 

Quality Management 

Areas. 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

Concentrations of selected 

air pollutants (mg/m3): 

¶ annual average 

particulate matter 

levels (PM10). 

Source: Defra 

http://www.airquality.co.uk 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV4 ï To maintain 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

natural or semi-natural 

Net change in conditions of 

SSSIs - % of SSSIs in 

favourable or unfavourable 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

http://www.airquality.co.uk/
http://www.airquality.co.uk/
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geodiversity. habitats, and promote 

habitat connections? 

Is it likely to have a 

significant effect on 

sites designated for 

international, national or 

local importance? 

Will it 

conserve/enhance 

species diversity, and in 

particular avoid harm to 

protected species? 

Will it protect and 

enhance sites of 

geological value? 

 

recovering condition. 

Source: Natural England. 

Target: 95% 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action 

Plan Progress: 

a. Habitat Actions in 

progress/completed; 

b. Species Actions in 

progress/completed. 

Source: Norfolk 

Biodiversity Action Plan 3-

yearly Progress Reports. 

Target: To increase. 

Net change in County 

Wildlife Sites in óPositive 

Conservation 

Managementô - % of sites 

Source: Norfolk County 

Council ï Local Area 

Agreement 

Target: To increase 

terms of this objective. 

ENV5 ï To maintain 

and enhance the quality 

of landscapes, 

townscapes and the 

historic environment. 

Will it protect and 

enhance the quality of 

landscapes, 

townscapes and 

countryside character, 

including the character 

of the Broads and its 

setting where relevant? 

Will it maintain and 

Heritage at risk ï Number 

and % of: 

A ï Listed Buildings; and, 

B ï Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments on the 

Buildings at Risk register 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target: Decrease. 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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enhance the 

distinctiveness of the 

landscapes/townscapes 

and heritage? 

Will it reduce the 

amount of derelict, 

underused land? 

Will it protect and 

enhance features of 

historical, 

archaeological and 

cultural value? 

Net change in number of 

Tree Preservation Orders. 

Source: Local Authority 

reports. 

Target ï none to be lost as 

a result of development. 

 

 

ENV6 ï To adapt to and 

mitigate against the 

impacts of climate 

change. 

Will it reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 

reducing energy 

consumption? 

Will it lead to an 

increased proportion of 

energy needs being met 

from renewable 

sources? 

Will it increase the 

capacity of the area to 

withstand the effects of 

climate change? 

Will it ensure that risks 

to lives, land and 

property are minimised? 

 

Total CO2 emissions per 

capita (million tonnes 

carbon equivalent). 

Source: Local 

Authority/DTI 

Target: Decrease 

Renewable energy 

generating capacity 

installed by type. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs 

Target: Increase overall 

CO2 Carbon Footprint of 

area. 

Source: Local Authority 

REAP tool. 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV7 ï To avoid, Will it minimise the risk Development permissions 0 0 0 This Policy will not 
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reduce and manage 

flood risk. 

of flooding to people 

and property? 

 

granted contrary to 

Environment Agency and 

Norfolk County Council 

advice on flood risk. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: None 

Number of dwellings 

permitted within the high 

risk flood-risk areas (Env. 

Agency Flood Zones 2&3). 

Source: Local Authority 

Reports 

Target: None 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV8 ï To provide for 

sustainable use and 

sources of water supply. 

Will it conserve 

groundwater resources? 

Will it minimise water 

consumption and 

promote water 

efficiency? 

Daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 

Source: Regional water 

authority/OFWAT 

Target: Decrease 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

ENV9 ï To make the 

best use of resources, 

including land and 

energy, and to minimise 

waste production. 

Will it minimise 

consumption of 

materials and 

resources? 

Will it promote the use 

of land in sustainable 

locations that has been 

previously developed? 

Will it use land 

efficiently? 

% of dwellings built on 

previously developed land. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Target: 60% of all 

development 

% new dwellings 

completed at: 

A ï less than 30 per 

hectare; 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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Will it minimise the loss 

of ñGreenfieldò land? 

Will it avoid the loss of 

good quality agricultural 

land and preserve soil 

resources? 

Will it minimise energy 

consumption and 

promote energy 

efficiency? 

Will it promote the use 

of renewable energy 

sources? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being produced? 

Will it lead to less waste 

being disposed, by 

promoting more 

recycling and 

composting? 

Will it increase waste 

recovery for other 

means e.g. energy 

generation? 

B ï 30 ï 50 per hectare; 

and, 

C ï more than 50 per 

hectare. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMR. 

Indicative Target: 100% 

above 30/ha 

Waste arisings: 

A ï Kilograms of waste 

produced per head of 

population; and, 

B - % change on previous 

year. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 84a,b 

Target: Decrease 

Recycling - % of household 

and business waste: 

A ï recycled; and, 

B ï composted. 

Source: Local Authority 

BVPI 82a,b 

Target: Increase 

Social       

SOC1 ï To reduce 

poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Will it reduce poverty 

and social exclusion in 

those areas most 

affected? 

Will it help to reduce 

Child poverty - % of 

children living in low-

income households. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

+ + + This Policy will have wide 

ranging positive social 

effects. 
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deprivation levels? 

Will it help meet the 

needs of residents most 

effectively? 

 

Index of Income 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Index of Multiple 

Deprivation ï Average 

ward scores in the IMD. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: To decrease 

deprivation 

Key benefit claimants - % 

of working age population 

claiming benefits 

Source: Local Authority 

Target: Decrease 

SOC2 ï To maintain 

and improve the health 

of the whole population 

and promote healthy 

lifestyles. 

Will it improve access to 

high quality health 

facilities? 

Will it encourage 

healthy lifestyles? How? 

Will adequate health 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will the links between 

poorer health and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

% of population receiving 

incapacity benefits. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

Life expectancy of 

residents. 

Source: Audit Commission. 

Target: Increase 

 

+ + + This Policy has a focus 

on achieving good health 

through smart 

development. 
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Will links to the 

countryside be 

maintained and 

enhanced? 

SOC3 ï To improve 

education and skills. 

Will it improve 

qualifications and skills 

for both young people 

and amongst the 

workforce? 

Will it help to retain key 

workers and provide 

more skilled workers 

from school leavers? 

Will adequate education 

infrastructure be 

provided for existing 

and new communities? 

Will lifelong learning 

and skills training be 

promoted? 

Will links between lower 

levels of education and 

deprivation be 

addressed? 

Workforce qualifications - 

% of working age 

population with 

qualifications at NVQ Level 

or above. 

Source: National Statistics 

online 

Target: Increase 

School leaver qualifications 

- % of school leavers with 

5 or more GCSEs at A*-C 

grades. 

Source: National Statistics 

Target: Increase. 

 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 

SOC4 ï To provide the 

opportunity to live in a 

decent, suitable and 

affordable home. 

Will it increase the 

range of types, sizes 

and affordability of 

housing for all social 

groups? 

Will it reduce the 

Affordable Housing stock 

provision: 

A - % of housing stock that 

is affordable housing 

B ï Total affordable 

housing unit completions in 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 
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housing need and 

ensure that housing 

provision addresses the 

needs of all? 

Will it provide the most 

appropriate solutions to 

address the housing 

requirements needed 

for creating sustainable 

communities? 

Will best use be made 

of existing housing 

stock? 

past year 

C - % of past yearôs 

dwellings that are 

affordable. 

Source: Local Authority 

AMRs. 

Traget: Increase 

Total unfit dwellings in 

housing stock. 

Source: Audit Commission 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

SOC5 ï To build 

community identity, 

improve social welfare, 

and reduce crime and 

anti-social activity. 

Will it encourage 

engagement in 

community activities? 

Will it contribute to the 

achievement of a mixed 

and balanced 

community? 

Will it reduce actual 

levels of crime? 

Will it reduce the fear of 

crime? 

Incidences of crime 

committed per 1,000 

households: 

A ï Domestic burglaries 

B ï Violent offences 

C ï Theft of a vehicle 

Source: Audit Commission 

(2004). 

Target: Decrease 

 

 

+ + + Ensuring developments 

seek to promote healthier 

lifestyles by maximising 

access by walking and 

cycling and providing 

opportunities for social 

interaction and greater 

access to green space 

and the countryside will 

have an important role to 

play in terms of the 

achievement of this 

objective. 

SOC6 ï To offer more 

opportunities for 

rewarding and satisfying 

employment for all. 

Will it reduce 

unemployment overall? 

Will it help to improve 

earnings? 

% of the economically 

active population who are 

unemployed. 

Source: National Statistics 

0 0 0 This Policy will not 

directly result in any 

significant effects in 

terms of this objective. 


